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This information is for candidates who have been approved for admission to an ACU Higher Degree Research 
(HDR) program and who are currently residing overseas. 

International Higher Degree Research candidates who are unable to obtain a student visa or arrange travel by the 
commencement date of their first term of study may request to commence their studies offshore. However, 
candidates must be aware that following the Tertiary Education Quality and Standards Agency (TEQSA)’s 
announcement in October 2022 that candidates must arrive in Australia by 30 June 2023.  

Candidates who cannot arrive by this date will have their Confirmation of Enrolment (CoE) cancelled in 
accordance with the Australian Government’s requirements. This may lead to the cancellation of student visa. We 
recommend that you review the information and discuss your options with your approved supervisory team in 
the first instance.  

 
Temporary offshore commencement of enrolment in an ACU HDR program 

HDR candidates who have been approved for admission and who are unable to travel to Australia to commence 
their programmay apply to the University for temporary offshore commencement of their HDR program. 

Applications for temporary offshore commencement are considered by the University on a case-by-case basis and 
will depend upon the candidate’s current location and circumstances, the feasibility of the candidate’s program of 
research from an offshore location, and supervisory support amongst other considerations. 

If approved, temporary offshore commencement may normally only be undertaken on a part-time study-mode 
and candidates must possess a valid Australian student visa before offshore enrolment can commence.   

If applying for temporary offshore commencement of enrolment, candidates and their supervisors will be asked to 
detail how candidature enrolment (research project, supervision, milestones and ethics approvals) would be 
successfully managed over a period of 12 calendar months from proposed date of commencement. The mapping 
of a 12 month timeframe allows the candidate and supervisors to carefully consider the practicalities of an 
offshore enrolment and assists the university in assessing the feasibility 

If an offshore enrolment request is approved, the approved extension will be until 30 June 2023. No further 
temporary offshore enrolment can be approved.  

Candidates who are approved for temporary part-time offshore study load must change to full-time load as soon 
as they arrive onshore in Australia. 

Candidates who commence offshore on a part-time study load may find, once they’re onshore, that they may 
need to extend their CoE and apply for a student visa extension (ACU’s international student advisors can provide 
guidance on CoE and visa extensions when required).  

Candidates should be aware of, and will be asked to acknowledge, possible implications of commencing offshore 
on a part-time study load on their visa. 

During the period of approved offshore temporary enrolment, should the candidate no longer be able to 
undertake meaningful research for their project (eg if a local COVID-19 lockdown is imposed and the candidate 
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can no longer access necessary materials or infrastructure), the candidate must immediately suspend their 
candidature until such time that they can recommence meaningful research. 
 

Candidates who are approved for temporary offshore commencement and who have been awarded a stipend 
scholarship would not normally be eligible to receive stipend payments for the period of time in which they are 
enrolled in their HDR program and are located offshore. Candidates who can undertake lab-based research with 
an ACU affiliate, partner or collaborator, or who can demonstrate that they can undertake meaningful research 
with an ACU affiliate, partner or collaborator situated at their offshore location, may be considered for stipend 
scholarship payments for the period of time in which they are enrolled in the HDR program and located offshore. 
Such stipend payments will only be made into a account held in the candidate’s name at an Australian Authorised 
Deposit-taking Institution (ADI). Requests for full-time commencement with stipend can be considererd but must 
be specified in the application form. 
 

For further details on the parameters around temporary offshore commencement of an HDR program and to 
submit an application, please download the ‘Temporary offshore commencement application form’ from the ACU 
International Research Students information page (refer Next Steps towards bottom of the page).  
 

 
Deferral of Commencement  
Candidates who are not eligible for or who do not wish to apply for temporary offshore commencement of 
enrolment may request a deferral of their ACU HDR candidature commencement date to another Research Term.  

Candidates should note that commencement of HDR programs normally only occurs during Research Terms A or 
C, therefore deferrals are considered to those Research Terms only. Research Term dates for 2023 can be found 
here.  

In considering a deferral of enrolment, the University would need to consider the availability of supervision, 
availability of resources and any impacts a delayed commencement would have on the proposed program of 
research, amongst other matters. 

Candidates who have been awarded a stipend scholarship and/or tuition fee waiver must specifically request a 
deferral of their stipend scholarship and tuition fee waiver when they submit their request for deferral of 
enrolment in the HDR program.  

A deferral of candidature does not guarantee a deferral of stipend scholarship and/or tuition fee waiver.  

For all commencement or stipend scholarship and/or tuition fee waiver deferrals, the candidate should email 
Candidature Services res.cand@acu.edu.au outlining their deferral request. Candidature Services will facilitate the 
University’s consideration of the request and notify the candidate of the outcome.  

For further information about deferrals refer to Higher Degree Regulation 5.5.  
 

 
Support with costs when relocating to Australia  
 

Under the University’s Research Training Program Scholarship Policy (clause 4.3.3) candidates may apply to the 
University for financial support for costs associated with relocating to Australia to take up enrolment in an ACU 
HDR program.  

Normally the value of the RTP Allowance Scholarship (Relocation) will be up to $2,000 AUD. At the discretion of 
the Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Research), an additional allowance may be approved for students who relocate with 
dependents. 

Applications will be assessed by the University on a case-by-case basis.  

Full details and application instructions can be found in the Research Training Program (RTP) Allowance 
Scholarship (Relocation) Application form. 
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