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Fields of educational expertise 
• Literacy education from pre-school to matriculation 

• Children’s and adolescent’s literature and literacy development 
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• Information and communication technology and literacies 
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Australian Research Council, Discovery Grant: Unsworth, L., Mills, K., Falloon, G., 
Burn, A. Coding animated narratives as contemporary multimodal authorship in 
schools. 
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2017-
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Australian Research Council, Linkage Grant: Unsworth, L., Tytler, R., O'Halloran, 
K., Humphrey, S., Love, K., Lynzaat, A., Moss-Holland, S., Oakley, E., & Dullard, R. 
Multiliteracies for addressing disadvantage in senior school 
science. 
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2015-
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Australian Research Council, Linkage Grant: Mills, K., Unsworth, L., Williamson, 
M., Clay, R., Ferguson, A., Trembath, M. & Maksud, T. Developing low 
socioeconomic status primary students’ multimodal language of emotions. 
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L. & Howard, S. Pedagogies for knowledge-building: Investigating subject-
appropriate, cumulative teaching for twenty-first century school classrooms. 
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Rutherford, L. Digital Natives: Growing up with new and old media in 
Australia. 
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Australian Research Council, Linkage Grant: Unsworth, L., Thomas, A. & 
Maggs, P. Teaching effective 3D authoring in the middle school years: 
Multimedia grammatical design and multimedia authoring pedagogy. 
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New Dimensions of group literacy tests for schools: Multimodal reading 
comprehension in conventional and computer formats. 
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Education and Training, New Dimensions of Group Literacy Tests for Schools: 
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$192,764 

2005-
2007 

Australian Research Council, Discovery Grant: Unsworth, L. Martin, J.R., & 
Painter. C., Image/text relations in narrative and information texts for 
children in print and electronic media: Multimodal text description for 
multiliteracies education. 
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Editorial board memberships 
 

• Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy 

• Australian Journal of Language and Literacy 

Assessor of Research Grant Applications: 

• The Australian Research Council 
• The Singapore Ministry of Education: National Research Foundation 

• The National University of Singapore 

• The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada 

• Invited Reviewer for Excellence in Research for Australia (ERA) 2018 
 

Other 
• 2019 appointed as consultant to the Singapore Ministry of Education core project: Integrating Multiliteracies 

into the English Language Classroom: Developing an Instructional Approach to Teach Multimodal Literacy 
(Critical Viewing and Effective Representing of Multimodal Texts) led by Dr Victor Lim, Nanyang 
Technological University of Singapore. 

• 2017 appointed as consultant to a large research project at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore: 
‘Toward effective multimodal meaning-making with multimodal data in Geography through productive 
classroom talk’. 

• 2016 (March) appointed as Visiting Research Fellow to the Singapore Ministry of Education on subject- 
specific literacy in school curriculum areas. 

• 2016 appointed for a three-year term as consultant to the Academic Advisory Board of the English 
Language Institute at Kanda University of International Studies, Japan. 

• 2008 invited "Distinguished National Scholar" as plenary presenter at the Australian Government 
Summer School for Teachers conducted in Sydney and in Perth. 
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• 2006 National Award by the Australian Government Minister for Education, Science and training for 

‘Outstanding Contribution to Improving Literacy. 

• 2004 ‘Citation of Merit Award’ Australian Literary Educators’ Association. 
• 2017 appointed Principal Fellow of the Australian Literacy Educators Association in recognition of 

significant contribution to the association and to the literacy community. 
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