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Position Organisation Years
Professor in Education Institute for Learning Sciences & Teacher Education(formerly 2014-
Learning Sciences Institute Australia) Australian Catholic University

Professor in Education Griffith University 2012-2013
Deputy Director Griffith Institute for Education Research 2012-2013
Adjunct Professor University of New England 2011-2012
Professor and Head of University of New England 2004-2008
the School of Education
Director of CREME University of New England 2004-2008
Associate Professor and | University of Sydney 2001-2004
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Education
Qualifications Organisation Completed
Bachelor of Arts The University of Queensland 10/05/1975
Bachelor of Education The University of Queensland 19/09/1979
Graduate Diploma Kelvin Grove College of Advanced Education 07/07/1976
Graduate Diploma Mt Gravatt College of Advanced Education 09/12/1980
Doctorate (PhD) University of Sydney 03/06/1996
Master of Education University of Sydney 03/02/1986

Theses

= Unsworth, L. (1986). The Effect of Unknown Words and the Semantic Structure of Texts on Reading
Comprehension. (M.Ed. (Hons)), University of Sydney, Sydney.

« Unsworth, L. (1995). How and why: recontextualizing science explanations in school science books. (PhD),
University of Sydney, Sydney. Retrieved from Sydney eScholarship Repository open access. It canbe viewed at:
http://hdl.handle.net/2123/9054

Fields of educational expertise

Literacy education from pre-school to matriculation

Children’s and adolescent’s literature and literacy development

E-literature for children and adolescents

Information and communication technology and literacies

Multimodality and Multiliteracies

Language and literacy in curriculum areas

Systemic functional linguistics in literary and literacy research and education
Functional grammar in school curriculum

Genre theory

The semiosis of explanation in education

Expertise in qualitative, quantitative and mixed research design methodologies

e Qualitative Research

e Multimodal discourse analysis

Research supervision fields
e 130204 - English and Literacy Curriculum and Pedagogy (excl. LOTE, ESL and TESOL)
e 200401 - Applied Linguistics and Educational Linguistics
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Funded research

Year Grants Funding
2019- Australian Research Council, Discovery Grant: Unsworth, L., Mills, K., Falloon,G., $442,609
2023 Burn, A. Coding animated narratives as contemporary multimodal authorship in

schools.

2017- Australian Research Council, Linkage Grant: Unsworth, L., Tytler, R., O'Halloran, $680,000
2021 K., Humphrey, S., Love, K., Lynzaat, A., Moss-Holland, S., Oakley,E., & Dullard, R.
Multiliteracies for addressing disadvantage in senior school

science.

2015- Australian Research Council, Linkage Grant: Mills, K., Unsworth, L., Williamson, $191,772
2018 M., Clay, R., Ferguson, A., Trembath, M. & Maksud, T. Developing low
socioeconomic status primary students’ multimodal language of emotions.
2013- Australian Research Council, Discovery Grant: Maton, K. Martin, J. R. Unsworth, $360,241
2015 L. & Howard, S. Pedagogies for knowledge-building: Investigatingsubject-
appropriate, cumulative teaching for twenty-first century school classrooms.

2011- Australian Research Council, Discovery Grant: Macken-Horarik, M. Unsworth, $449,951
2013 L. & Love, K. Grammar and praxis: Investigating a grammatics for the twenty

first century school English.
2009- | Australian Research Council, Linkage Grant: Bittman, M, Unsworth, L. & $139,321
2012 Rutherford, L. Digital Natives: Growing up with new and old media in

Australia.
2008- | Australian Research Council, Linkage Grant: Unsworth, L., Thomas, A. & $195,000

2011 Maggs, P. Teaching effective 3D authoring in the middle school years:
Multimedia grammatical design and multimedia authoring pedagogy.
2008 Independent Schools Western Australia: Unsworth, L. & Macken-Horarik, M. $60,000
New Dimensions of group literacy tests for schools: Multimodal reading
comprehension in conventional and computer formats.

2006- | Australian Research Council, Linkage Grant: Unsworth, L., & NSW Departmentof $192,764

2008 Education and Training, New Dimensions of Group Literacy Tests for Schools:

Multimodal reading comprehension in conventional and computer- based formats
2005- | Australian Research Council, Discovery Grant: Unsworth, L. Martin, J.R., & $180,000
2007 Painter. C., Image/text relations in narrative and information texts for

children in print and electronic media: Multimodal text description for
multiliteracies education.
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Edited Books
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Unsworth, L. (2006). Researching language in schools and communities (2nd ed.). London, UK: Cassell
Unsworth, L. (2000). Researching language in schools and communities. London, UK: Continuum.
Unsworth, L. (1993). Literacy, learning and teaching: Language as social practice in the primary school.



Melbourne, VIC: Macmillan
Nicoll, V., & Unsworth, L. (1990). Dimensions Teachers’ Book II. Melbourne, VIC: Nelson.
Nicoll, V., & Unsworth, L. (1989). Dimensions Teachers’ Book I. Melbourne, VIC: Nelson.
Unsworth, L. (1985). Reading: An Australian perspective. Melbourne, VIC: Nelson

Book chapters

Unsworth, L., Tytler, R., & Fenwick, L. (2021). Methodological Challenges for Collaborative Research in Senior Science
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cultures (pp. 26-36). London, UK: Routledge.
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narratives (pp. 1-22). New York, NY: Peter Lang.
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Peter Lang.
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Learning and Teaching (pp. 55-76). New York, NY: Springer.
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Science Publishers.
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resources of language-image interaction. In T. Locke (Ed.), Beyond the grammar wars: A resource for
teachers and students on developing language knowledge in English/ literacy classroom(pp. 276-293).
London, UK: Routledge/Taylor & Francis.
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Scholarly contributions
Editorial board memberships

= Journal of Adolescent and Adult Literacy
= Australian Journal of Language and Literacy

Assessor of Research Grant Applications:

e The Australian Research Council

« The Singapore Ministry of Education: National Research Foundation
« The National University of Singapore

e The Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada

« Invited Reviewer for Excellence in Research for Australia (ERA) 2018

Other

= 2019 appointed as consultant to the Singapore Ministry of Education core project: Integrating Multiliteracies
into the English Language Classroom: Developing an Instructional Approach to Teach Multimodal Literacy
(Critical Viewing and Effective Representing of Multimodal Texts) led by Dr VictorLim, Nanyang
Technological University of Singapore.

e 2017 appointed as consultant to a large research project at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore:
‘Toward effective multimodal meaning-making with multimodal data in Geography throughproductive
classroom talk’.

* 2016 (March) appointed as Visiting Research Fellow to the Singapore Ministry of Education on subject-
specific literacy in school curriculum areas.

e 2016 appointed for a three-year term as consultant to the Academic Advisory Board of the English
Language Institute at Kanda University of International Studies, Japan.

« 2008 invited "Distinguished National Scholar" as plenary presenter at the Australian Government
Summer School for Teachers conducted in Sydney and in Perth.

Awards

* 2006 National Award by the Australian Government Minister for Education, Science and training for
‘Outstanding Contribution to Improving Literacy.

* 2004 ‘Citation of Merit Award’ Australian Literary Educators’ Association.

< 2017 appointed Principal Fellow of the Australian Literacy Educators Association in recognition of
significant contribution to the association and to the literacy community.
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