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Lenin, in his coffin. Kuzma Sergeevich Petrov-Vodkin e Painting, 1924

100 Years Since the Death of Lenin

Friday 22 March 2024, 3.30pm—5.00pm AEDT in person at ACU Melbourne,
room 1, level 3, 250 Victoria Parade, East Melbourne, and via Teams.

The centenary of Lenin’s death occurred recently, though it passed relatively quietly, both in
Russia and the rest of the world. Our central question in this Friday Forum is how Lenin — the
architect of the Bolshevik Revolution in Russia in 1917 and first leader of the Soviet Union —
deserves to be remembered (or not) in the post-Soviet 21st century. Our panel will discuss Lenin’s
legacy and the changing perceptions of it by his Soviet successors (Stalin, Khruschev, Brezhnev),
as well as by Putin.

CO-CONVENORS PANEL

Dr Ebony Nilsson (ACU) Professor Sheila Fitzpatrick (ACU)

Dr Jon Piccini (ACU) Professor Emeritus Graeme Gill (University of Sydney)
Professor Roger Markwick (University of Newcastle)

CHAIR Professor Mark Edele (University of Melbourne)

Dr Ebony Nilsson (ACU)
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See overleaf for bios.
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PANEL

Professor Sheila Fitzpatrick is a historian of modern Russia/the Soviet Union and
migration who received her B.A. (Hons.) at the University of Melbourne and her D.Phil.
at St. Antony’s College, Oxford. She was based in the US for many years, latterly as
Distinguished Service Professor at the University of Chicago, before her return to
Australia in 2012. Her recent books include On Stalin’s Team: the Years of Living
Dangerously in Soviet Politics (co-winner of 2016 Prime Minister’s Award for Non-
Fiction), and Mischka’s War: A European Odyssey of the 1940s (2017, short-listed for
2018 Prime Minister’s Literary Award for Non-Fiction). With Mark Edele and Atina
Grossmann, she co-edited and co-authored Shelter From the Holocaust. Rethinking
Jewish Survival in the Soviet Union (2017). Her book, White Russians, Red Peril: A Cold
War History of Migration was published by Black, Inc., Melbourne, in 2021; followed
by The Shortest History of the Soviet Union in 2022. Her new monograph, Lost Souls:
Soviet Displaced Persons and the Birth of the Cold War, is forthcoming with Princeton
University Press.

Professor Graeme Gill is Professor Emeritus at the University of Sydney. He has been a
member of the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia since 1994 and has held a
variety of positions in the University, including Acting Pro-Vice Chancellor (Research),
Deputy Chair of the Academic Board, Chair of the Academic Forum, Associate Dean in
the Faculty of Economics, and Head of the School of Economics and Political Science.
His most recent books are Bridling Dictators: Rules and Authoritarian Politics (Oxford
University Press, 2021) and Revolution and Terror (Oxford University Press, 2024).

Professor Roger Markwick is Honorary Professor of Modern European History and
former Head of the School of Humanities & Social Sciences at the University of
Newecastle, Australia. He is the co-author of Soviet Women on the Frontline in the
Second World War (Palgrave-McMillan, 2012), which was shortlisted for the 2013 NSW
Premier’s History Awards. His current projects include an anthology on Soviet and
Post-Soviet Socialist Dissidence and a political biography, Christian Rakovsky: socialist,
internationalist, anti-Stalinist.

Professor Mark Edele is the inaugural Hansen Professor in History at the University of
Melbourne where he also serves as Deputy Dean in the Faculty of Arts. He is an
historian of the Soviet Union and its successor states, in particular Russia. His latest
book, Russia’s War Against Ukraine: The Whole Story, was published in 2023. His
current projects include a book on KGB prosecutions in the post-Stalin period.

CHAIR

Dr Ebony Nilsson is a research fellow in the Institute for Humanities and Social
Sciences at Australian Catholic University, Melbourne. She is an historian of migration,
politics, and surveillance during the early Cold War. Her first book, Displaced
Comrades: Politics and Surveillance in the Lives of Soviet Refugees in the West
(Bloomsbury, 2023), explores the lives of Soviet refugees resettled in Australia after
the Second World War, who drew the attention of ASIO with their political activity.
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