
 

 

 

 
 
 
We, the undersigned members of the Institute for Humanities and Social Sciences at ACU support 
unconditionally a ‘yes’ vote in the upcoming referendum on enshrining an Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Voice to Parliament in the Australian Constitution.  
 
We understand that the Voice would be a permanent advisory body, guaranteed to give counsel to parliament 
on matters that affect First Nations people in Australia. Unlike a succession of previous government-
appointed advisory bodies, a Voice enshrined in the constitution will be more fully representative of First 
Nations communities and will never be vulnerable to government closure. In this way, we see that a Voice 
would also give significant, and for the first time secure, recognition to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples in the nation’s foundationally guiding document.  
 
The Australian Constitution is a document that its founders knew would be changed—not by politicians 
through the parliamentary process, but by the will of the people through referenda. The 2023 Voice 
referendum is a crucial opportunity for Australians to tell parliamentarians that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders should not be forgotten or unheard citizens of Australia.  
 
As scholars of culture and history, we recognise that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people have 
exercised sovereignty in this country for millennia. This is a sovereignty that has never been ceded. As 
researchers, too, we have seen that policies for First Nations people are most effective when they are the 
results of listening to and collaborating with the communities themselves.  
 
We recognise that extended national debate has produced differing views on the Voice, which requires every 
Australian citizen to be informed about what it will and won’t do. We also recognise that there will still be 
much work to be done even after a referendum is passed. But we stand with 80-83% of Indigenous people 
who call for the Voice as the best model available to start to change the inequities identified in the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart. We join with several of our peak professional bodies in supporting the Voice, 
including the Australian Historical Association, the Australian Academy of the Humanities, and a host of land-
based First Nations bodies and peak-service organisations.  
 
We support a ‘yes’ vote to recognise past injustices, to acknowledge our shared history, to end the exclusion of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people from Australia’s constitution, to listen to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people about matters affecting their communities, and to commit to continuing to work 
towards outcomes that make a practical difference with concrete results. 
 
 
Dr Kathryn Baragwanath 
Professor Jack Barbalet 
Dr Sarah Bendall 
Professor Susan Broomhall 
Dr Lorinda Cramer 
Professor Joy Damousi 
Dr Sally Fisher 
Dr Kristie Flannery 
Professor Kate Fullagar 

Professor Debjani Ganguly 
Professor Paul Giles 
Ass. Professor Shino Konishi 
Dr Jessica Lake 
Ass. Professor Krista Maglen 
Prof. Amanda Nettelbeck 
Dr Anh Nguyen Austen 
Dr Ebony Nilsson 
Ass. Professor Lisa O’Connell 

Dr Jessica O’Leary 
Dr Anisa Puri 
Dr Killian Quigley 
Dr Elizabeth Reid 
Dr Rachel Stevens 
Dr Natalie Tomas 
Dr Mary Tomsic 
Professor Bryan Turner 
Dr Linda Zampol D’Ortia 

https://voice.gov.au/
https://theconversation.com/10-questions-about-the-voice-to-parliament-answered-by-the-experts-207014
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/apr/27/a-majority-of-first-nations-people-support-the-voice-why-dont-non-indigenous-australians-believe-this
https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/view-the-statement/
https://ulurustatement.org/the-statement/view-the-statement/
https://theaha.org.au/about-the-aha/advocacy/10149-2/
https://humanities.org.au/news/council-statement-on-voice-referendum/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/news/2023/06/ten-questions-about-the-voice-to-parliament---answered-by-the-ex
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