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Trust in Government in the Era of COVID 

 
Trust in government in Australia soared 17% in the last year, a record increase amongst the 27 countries 
surveyed by the Edelman Trust Barometer. This increase in trust has coincided with a governmental 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic that has seen – with a few key exceptions – the effective quashing of 
community transmission. To what extent did the effectiveness of the response rely on more people placing 
their trust in government? Or is increased trust a response to the perceived competence of a government’s 
actions? In the wake of the WA State Election – where record numbers of voters backed an incumbent 
government that took a hard line on border closures and lockdowns – is there a danger in placing too much 
trust in executive power? How should courts, parliaments, the media and business respond when voters 
overwhelmingly place their trust in a government? 
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