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PowerPoint on Dignity of the Human person. This included:
• Definition 
• Some quotes from Gospel passages and The Church 
• Opened discussions about how Jesus was a role model for 

this / what Bible stories confirmed this
• Links to bullying and novel
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 Know what you’re talking about!

 My knowledge base wasn’t enough. What I had learnt in high school 10 
years ago wasn’t going to cut it. 

 Discussion questions: “How did Jesus treat people who were a bit 
different?” and “Can you think of any Bible stories that celebrate Jesus 
accepting people’s differences?” 

 I thought this would be quite straight forward and they would come up 
with stories like Jesus and the leper, the washing of the feet, Mary 
Magdalene, etc. However, the student’s perspective was often that Jesus 
DIDN’T accept people’s differences and instead ‘fixed them’. 
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 Analysis lyrics to songs. 
All songs we used were 
referred to in the novel.

 Picture books were 
modelled  and analysed
for messages. 
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Survey – end of term on LMSSurvey – end of term on LMS

Links between unit and CSTwe are made in the likeness of God

should not judge others by their
appearance/everyone should be treated the same

societal concerns around equality
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Do you believe implementation of Religion and English is worthwhile?

it helps to see how our Catholic identity shapes us

it’s kind of helpful because we wouldn’t have thought 
of it ourselves

No, English should just be English’
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Starting from scratch was extremely helpful.
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to work with, rather than leaving it to them to find them.
Make the marking clear for students and other teachers. 
Ability to incorporate CSTs and justify their choices was 
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Because of this, I was the only teacher to incorporate CSTS.

What is ‘Parvana’ about?
A novel set in Afghanistan during 
Taliban rule and follows the life of 
a young girl trying to help her 
family survive. 
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seemed to be very doable.  
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Sample responsesSample responses

How can you show solidarity?

Stand up for refugees Rosies

Laundry for homeless Stand up against bullies

Clean up Australia Lifeline



Sample responsesSample responses

Who are Servant Leaders?

Jesus Pope Francis

Moira Kelly Angelina Jolie

Nelson Mandela Mother Teresa
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 Came back to students making overt connections between the 
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 Know what you’re talking about and 
know it well

 Provide resources / texts to students 
rather than letting them find them

 This was most effective when unit was 
planned from scratch 

Much more effective when it is a 
constant rather than dumped on them 
at random times 

 If other teachers are supposed to be 
doing it, make sure they understand it as 
well as you do. 
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Will it continue in grade 8 English? Units 
where it is assessed – yes. 
CONSULTATION BEFORE IT BEGINS. 

 Cross-curricular conversations and 
collaboration. 

 It needs to be a part of the common 
language used in the school, not just in 
the classroom. 
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