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R T S Betwun the spnngs 01‘1999 and 20{)] qomo'_ ST

S T e nine thousand aeylum seekers arrived.on.
. s R - . oas _'Austlahan tCil!tOly by b()ﬂt I\fj()“ii WC‘!C-__ S

Lk Eﬁ ﬁvhls ESSH@ S j__ - Muslims_ from the Middle East "md Central =

: 1 Asia, who had depaxtod fmm lndones‘m af ter- .- oo
SO ]n Auguei ihe Plunkoit C mehosied | having made theix way there after escaping
- la seminar entitled  ‘Justice and j from Saddam Hussein's Iraq, Afghanistan

Vulﬂmablhty ](\fugLLg Peopk with _-undm The Iahbem or ﬁom ﬂw Islam;st Siato R

- pdisabilities, the sick, the poor’. The first | Of ha“ ?'5:' T
o Ipaper. gwen at the: seminar- WS o
}Jubhshed in the last issue ‘of Bioethics |

o : Duﬂoc)k The second, by Robuthume 1 1hfe} lrmli]poso 0{ my {Tefk ;oiiiy) 1;; to E)ut}lme-___:::_..;
_ to be [ound m 11115 1&>bue' * briefly. the 'way in which'the Australian. "

- _government and: p(mph, mGponded to. 111@5(,_' i
| asylum seekers and why, with regard to these | .
L : : . § - people, we so LO}’RPIG’thSlVC y_fcu}ed in our: s
o B ' S ;huma:n obhgauon of care. SR : L
| Stephen Bucklc, then ILVIEWS a: book_-_ TR I
- twhich . promises to" promde - . - _ T
L -phllosophlcal analybie of | 185UES5 1a15‘~d-:-. lhe bs 1efaccount of our 10‘;1301‘18@ 10 th{, post—.j
j‘ny the new: advancts in. gcnetlc:b 1 1999 asylum seekers who reached our 'shores
- R T LT S ~orust mnf;zdm whdt occuued both beffnc and e

- after the Tampa “crisis” of August 2001, .
i I B R Ty "_{;-whon the Australian gvovcmment with the @5
- ALSO ENCLOSED WITH T'I—I'ISW | overwhelming support of the Australian -
ISSUIZ IS THE 2004 RENEWAL 0}_« - people, decided to use mlhtaw force to repel
SUBSCRII’TION rORM .'j_--'gaH future: aeylum seekexfs movmg towaxds S
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Bef ore "I nnpa the govemment 5 3{_‘7}70115;-(.

' .-{'_10 the asy]um seckers was dcte1 mmod by two -
"key facts. Bocau%@ 'Aush alia. was a slgnatm\’_.};
to the UN C“nzwentlou for the r Oiocuon of i

‘Refugees; Australia was. obhgod to offer

asylum to anyone w hose, claim o protection,
" on the ground of a well founded fear of . -

Lmﬁ _ L

i planmd with the idea of. accommodalm& the ="

' numbms whonow. «4111\'@& New.camps, some. - : -

! m the: mmotust alcas of Ausémha, Wue-

o 'pewecutmn, was sh(m n LO be t;uc '
~these clmms were assessed howovo: bccame

" of the practice adopted by the Australian .
__povommeni in the early. }990‘», all asy lum’

mdndatm]lv toood
500N

_.unamlcxpatcd numbe e
processing of asylum secker apphcauons was

seckers velc o, be ‘sent,

'-'qpﬁ,uai purpose 111111113312111011 deienu(m'f
. Anside these. doiontl{m centres
fnnnngxai:mn officials were. chalped with the
- task of makmg the assessments of d‘:\]Ui}‘l'
g ;.}seckels cases. il tiu, Cases were. fmmd 10, be .
'3-pemua‘51vc the asylum seekers were 1o bc--i_'
~centres then be( amae sites for riots, the lzbhtmp RARREATE
“of fires;. mass escapes, fr equoni mczdentq of i
self-harm,. LU
' epulomms of menmllllness, smcniu '1ttompls SR,

centres..

sogranted visas as refugees.
Sunpersuasive, the asylum’ sukezq we

o clear.

Lor 1gmai deiennnmnon had 1he uoht to appoal_ ;

o the: Rduoov Review. issbun'ﬂ and, in

“fcertain circumstances, if still unsatisfied, to.
(e appe’il iiw Tribunal’s deusmn to the ¥ L‘C[C‘l al
. and - ihev:_'ﬂ'
*nonetheless refused repatriation, accor dingto

SCourt: 1 their cases faﬂed

the evqt(,m of mandator V' delenimn embmwd
ey Auetaaha such peopl e were

nleally they had com)muod no crime.

Fi_om LhL inqt iho Au.sim]mn gowmmon_

tl ated. the post- -1999 asylum seekers with:
. As._sc)on as the aeylum'f“_
- seekers began aryiving:- the. lmmig ration -
e

. intense suspicion..

' Minister .--began o warn dazkl\r that who}
: v;lhma in th(__}\ﬁdd]e Jast ';nepcumg ‘

“come 1o Aust

-;_unlwv{ul unauthoused ATV
3 _':m ihss x*ay that’ ii‘wy Wer
% persecution butmerely see m&a better qudhiy
. “of life. The asylum seekers had purche

E passagus from so-called penple smuggle

2 Bioethics Gz_rHoo__kj ‘}/n.f,_.'_l.-.’i; ?\{a.4,‘ba};mm’.?‘z?r_,'_'2_.0.0..3'. PR

"_'.ihcv were d{“:Cllde as, ulmmale o
Septembel 11 thw weze desu 1bed_as Gli 01151‘3 —
'_as “7(__1:{ B N : =

}"pcunfuilv.siow 3 SO
©_seekers’ agonising uncertainty about their faieﬁ._.;. A

i ihfsy were -
id be .
- sent home, although how. this was to be
accomphshod in:the cases of the t\uanmu of

:{haq or A{bhwmqtan 01 in, the ¢ 2Ase of the :
theocratic: state. in 11an whmh 1cjused

: nwo}untm y Jcpaiuauom was ver V. far f mmz i
‘Asylum scekers unsatisfied with the _detcuimn centres, and the
- desp SR
- harder did tlw hearts of the both g bovunment
“and public appear. o grow.” Asylum seekers
Swere ace used of deliberately creating dmox der, -
toplay. upon’ ‘the national gonomsuy of the ™
- Australian people.:
“clear that, under, NO Circ umshnuﬂ; wouldit
“capitulate to what it-regarded as-moral

doomod toa
b bla( km’ul

fmm oi mdoim;te im 31150111119111, dlihou iy
E:; .

; 'lukcwa: m '

: ralia, and. mutmoh 1o describe -
“ L the asylum seekers as illegal 1111111131&1115 or :
: als, suggesting ~-_;'acc01dmg to'international law; the general *

-notfleeing

i A]thoughi t;»\

: :.hcp(, of the Australian government was to-
-j'f'fmd a way of doteumg fuiuu:- %vlum eoekus :
.'_‘.t1\fmg to arrive by boat.. N
~mandatory detemlon was. pubhcmed The -
. government pr oduced comical propaganda .
__maieual depmimg Ausuaha as-aland cf-:'_-'_'_ 3
:LIOCOC].E}@\S “md snakes 01_ a]iem“‘aiivcly, as onc. e

i This was tr eatod as a kmci of moral taint; 'Ihe
o asylum seekers were mutmd} described as’
'-:.-wcalihy seiﬁsh d]'!d mqo]eni _On omasions.

Afim

Tho 1n'umg1 at;on detoﬂtxon centr esto wiuch S

“all the asylum. see1\e1 s, mdudm? the women .

and children, were despatdwci had not bcon": 2

apzdlx aonstmctud T huc CAmMps, 100, were :
ovmﬂowmc - Because of the.""
of ’unvﬂs “the.

‘Commonly the asylum:’

rarned into an rer and despair. The c'ietenuonf B

“prolonged ~hunger: strikes,

Yoi ihe WOTSe lh{_ camﬁlmons 11‘181("1L iho SRINHET
ider 111d more &
srate. the behaviour of the: inmates, the.'-._

The government made it~ o

'Ef'h;sha] dening of hearts no doubt
cAsmuggled: flim offan

teffect

: 'nmauelaiod y mm@ Iranian chlld was, for o
 example, shown on national television, S0 =
:_'tlaumaived was. ihc bov bv what he had
experienced: and witnessed in detention that =
“he no; ioncro; ate or. drank or spoh, Y(.t the oo

3 fﬂm Was, Ielhcu gic 'md_-'_-._f- EE e

5 le {hmcaily £01b1ddcnﬁ':{

e system of
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~of Iew mmal standa;ds as unsmtable im

* raising a Muslim chifd. The Australian federal -
Indonesian .
"_-Countexp'ut% in. anti- pooplo smuggling -
The government.
radically rewrote refugee law. Penalties for
The scope

- police coepelated with

- disruption opem[mns

“people smugslers were stiffened.
sof the asylum scekers to lake thon cases to

~Australian courls was strictly. hnutod 2\?@1} :
wccpted as_"
S penuine mfugme s were offered (mly temporary

"_iiiose awlum &(‘L}(LIH who were

. ‘protection visas, arcoxcimgj to an idea first

floated by Pauline Hanson’s One: Nation -

oo Party, Those who held such visas were to
~have ihon cages for contmuc,d pmtccuon

revi OWLd every- th1 ee years. T hoy were given

o Inmted access 10, social services and Lducahon o
" They were not allowed to travel overseas to

Cvisit famlly abroad and then- return.:‘They :
- were not allowed even to apply to have their..
- wives or husbamis or chﬂdl en join ihom in:

7-Aust1al1a

“seekers,” On board was a woman and her

[ husband and father.

Ubec cause: ‘of “her husband’

3_/\us11a11a. lt was made clcax o the hoidu:

- of temporazy protection visas that they would
pe;manent_-_‘
Pex nmnent .

never be allowed to bgcom
v ._.flwxdents of Auth alia.
S iempol mme% wa% to bL thon loi

S The mam dcteuent measures employed by '
i ihe Austlahan povmnment—the dngmdnw‘_-

system of nmamemhng '1sylum secke

S deqeli 01 remote camps after their aulval,z-the*- .
" restriction of access Lo the legal system; the .
':-"_-1(,1111301 axy vxc;a <;y‘aiom even for ihoso {ound-_'
~to be gpenume 1efugne'a—wel @ "-31.1(. cessful. in
Iragiand _
‘April 2003 ‘Afghanistan and: Iraq were
invaded and occupied: by .« coalitions led by the = *
United States, in both of: whsch Austlaha
participated, These military actions appcalcd' RN
“tobe decx%we fOJ dCL 1‘51onmakmb concer mnp o

B -.'-_3ondenng the lives of the Afghan_,
~Iranian asylum seekers miserable.

e thc pmv;oua yoal
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- barrier.

- What all this meant was made
. clear: when, in Octobm 2001, a boat sank on-:

. The children drowned.
~The. W()nhm mnanu](}usly qtll\!lvod Yet,
: [empmazy e
: ."pmtect;on mea, fm se velal months the
“government refused either to! a}low the
~husband to join his wife in Indonesia or the
'wzfe to be Icumtcd ‘with hea husband an e

g .qoiuhon

R They were,
'_'jumuccessful howevex, in their main aim, -
- -which was to deter. In the first eight’ months -«
“of 2001 as many asylum sukms ’uuw_d as m. -

In Au{.,u‘:t 70()1 a boat W 1th more hcm 40{} 3

mamly Afghan asylum seekus coming to .
“Australia got into trouble and was rescued b\f L
‘the Norwegian cargo vessel, the MV Tampa.. -
The capiam sailed to Chustmaf; Ieland _
‘government refused the Tampa the ui,ht o
land. With this refusal Australian refugee
_ pohcy was transformed, From that moment

it was decided that naval f orce would be ﬁsed
1o repel all asylum seekers movmg towards
“Australia by boat. Between September and . -
“ November 2001 a dozen boats tried 1o break - -
__'th:ougvh the ‘anti- asylum secker military”
Al failed. 90111{4 were forced o 5;&11 S

back 1o Indonesia, Where that ‘proved -

nnpos‘nbk theasylum sLeLm s Were pml\ed up. SRt

by ‘an Australian navy ship and transported

do now]y o;uiod CAusty ahan financed:

- offshore nmmgmhon pnsons on Naurwand .
"\/}zmus Island, Papua New. Gumca Aswe

“have nmntmncd aly Lady one boat samk en: 5

route.” In order to prevent, further. &sylum

_ S(”th?l‘i uachmp Australia fmm Indonusm o
Uits way: to -Auslralia, }\ﬂlmg 343 asy. um _-':;'Clmstmas Island and’ Af>hmo1e Reef were

__';..exciuded from the opemllon of Ausilain § i
:-__-._-i,h:ec young) chﬂdlon who were tryingto

| ¥ _.hnmigl&imn Act. All these mtlasylum seeker
Cireach Australia to be reunited with their’

cactions: not- onlv ‘helped  the Howard:

. 5ovemmont win, thg Novembel 2 }O}, election.”
- The savage deterrent” measmce now- pufin: i
; place—m Ope ration Rdm and as ihb “Pacific™ T
—actually deterred.  For the mext

; .0131110011 monthf; before a V](‘tnanwse boat
“moored al Port Hedland, not-one’ asylum

(*vkm boat maa.hed tho f\ush aimn shom_

_ f ha only questlonb that 1cmmnod opon af im Ll
-Novembex 2001 were what would be the fate - =
i of the thouq'mdc; of successful a%ylum seekers.
Looon tompm ary protection visas; what would &
“bedone with the unsuccessful asylumseekers
-._3who were :
“Australian detention centres; and whatl{ i
“would h'xpan to-the hundreds.of: asylum
__'anqpmi ed- and e

l'mg uxshmg permanently:in the

‘__eekers ‘who had been:
1111}311‘301' ed: on I\hulu 'md Manus. S‘iand

En'the penod betwcen Novombo __2()0'1. and :: .

- Plunkett Centre for Ethics

The -




o -_"cmhsed 0pmzon th’lt neveragain would thost
fleeing persecution be abandoned bv the‘--_-"

the post 99. asylum scd\ms and’ 1efugeo<;
Those still trapped in the dctontmn ‘centres, -

“in Australia and. ‘the Pacmc, began r cewmg
. offers of money as an inducement to return’

: '-"--_tO A{&hamstdn haq and Taan lhoae guly

. temporary protection visas began receiving
- official letters asking them to appear before -
U the hmmglatmn Dopaitmem offmals t)hdve'?"'
: fh@ i wa;m Welcmme i’ lho qu
“was not only refugees fmm Eastern Europe:
“who were weicomod
alnndomnent of the T\’\’hﬂ@ i/\us :
_ __"_:ihe Fraser government accepled-tens of
thouisands of Vietnamese
'5_'ilod from thomnmmn'_ R R R
;_'Loliapsc of the qouth in 1940 an ear lv 2 000 oo
~of whom ary: -
coastlme unm_ t(,d and lw boat, “The! contr ast
Ubetween the w
R R g Oovelnmont eqponded 0 the \helnqmt,
- li is. pelhaps hcqi to bo yin 'Wli . ihe gl adual' T Howi
SO _11 ansformation across. the western world:in g
. attitudes towards mfug&e& The end of the
- Second World War was a’ hzgh]y unysual
- moment in history, a time when reflection on
.. the disasters that had engulfed Europe "
"-";_'f.betwcen 1914 -and 1945 led 1o '_
‘western’ mmahvcs io consiruct-a new world

:;..vaxous amb]uon o{ ihe: Aushalzcm

' '._;govemmn,nt was o convmce ‘or require the';
-entire nine. thausand o1 $0 170%%»99 '1syium_

S ‘5(2(31((318 1o go h(‘l"ﬂ.(_

“How'is {his ;

“order based upon the mle of international law.

- Oneof theseinitiatives was the creation of the |~
" United Nauons Con\rennon for the Pioim tion, -

 of Ref ugees, a convention which: requir ed of

its sxgnaiouoe that they offer. protection 1o. all_.'.'.’
~those Hleeing from well founded fear of;-
'-ﬂ_.pusecu_tmn on poht;cal 1011?10115 1acza1 01

cllm' ; ;munds

: Ihe }\qugc-:, Convention
._.pa;t on recognition of the suiferin:
h’xd beon caused dulmg

; woxld to then Iatc

o Bioethics Outlook, Vol 14, :No.‘:l, _Dec;e:n?é_e_;"'____  ~_ i

pr opitious political climate for the protection:
wand humam ir ea Lmem of mf ugccs_
Warinvolved an immense id oo]ogluﬁ
-_---.betv\fuen twomntendl:ug7 ways.of life. Because
~of the mature of this sty uﬂ?ie those who fled

~from communist ;ogimoswwha voted; asit o
':wmo with their feet=in; ‘general: Jocmvod a'- 5 S

e srutal epzsode in‘our: lﬁtlona]
i ilf@ o, bt‘ (‘kpl'unecp : o

the refugees from Saddam Hussein’s Iraq or.

-__"han dly have been more stark.
Cpointsiio.a pmfound shift of___ ttitude to

series of:. -1efu§>oo'; in the post-Cold War era, not nwlolv_'i__-_:_- '

f\as foundui 111.}_:.
«rhml > N
_thu__Semnd Mo e

A s_';t tumed out Lhe Lald Wa1 pmvxded a =

“The Loid:_ = i
lli"?lOf._ R

In Aust; d}la if S

(Sh(); i}y. af[Cj 11—10._.; -. S
alia-'pc_)l_icy.,;_ BT

refugees . who had: 71
ime: f() Howing the

o on-the nor ihem Ausu ﬁlan_:ﬁ:. e

W'w i1y whmh ‘the. Tiaw;_

{ufree‘s and, 1110 wayiin ‘which' the] B
govunment twont3 yealsimez re 3onded to R

from: f\féjhams?.an undez the T‘ihban could:
"ims contyz st

5.;{\u~% ai"x bui _acl oee tiu W{,siun wm 1d.

Iu %he comgmpmcnv_’\’»’ f’_‘ai ihcm 15 anso

-'owcz wholmmg negative: pu_occupatxon with

the movement of poopkshonﬂhe"ihud World BT
to the Insi Qmm‘ 03’ thls movemc‘nt Lcm be:.-_' RS
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. refugee exoduses fr om f

- regimes in earliereras. And yet we treated .
o such people: with indiffer ent: carelessnesa dt: ;
RRRL :-bLst and wnh callou% u ueity at: Wmst

' post 1945 Iogm}aiwo h am{mwmk mnceinmg

- ._the rights of asylum seekers and, even mone -
impaortantly, the post-war ethic about. the -
‘requirement foz the human t1oaiment of

refugees, ‘are coming uwafsasmglv under

o threat, In contemporary Europe the question
" of the movement of non-Eur opean peoples, |
-and especially Muslims, is {udlmgj the growth’
—of an c'mlusmnaxy popuham on the political
- far right,. More generally, somethmg very
1mpo; tcmt is happening to public sensibility

L ::efugvos

One o{ thc most cﬁavmuq Conar_qucme% 01’ tI

o most westun countuos ax [ s;pna[ozlos and

- from which no western country has so.far (as -

. faras lamaware) withdrawn, those adhumg X S
spring. of 1999, ihe media took almostno .

interestin ‘the pohtlcal uuumstanus inoce
: __Afgham%ian Imq and Iran. For all ihe medm_;_f :

* Such assessments are still made. On the other - Seemed to know or care, the asylum 5’(_‘“_1“3 LS

“hand, there is now,no western socmty whoqc_:

“ to the Convention are obliged o make an -
"'_aeqosssm,m of the dalm for. pmiu,tum of ever y_' |

asylum secker: ‘who arrives at their border.

= behaviouris consistent with the spirit. which

“animated’ the creation of the Conventmn
- According to the standard hypoulsy which
U now surrounds ze{uge@ law, all western

o societies effectively try to prevent the arrival -
ol ihe ‘asylum seekers: whesu pr otgctl()11"'-~'
:"-'-c] aims, if their dc,Leneme measures fail, they' :

"-"'bolemnlv assess

i -hypocns} —~_lhc gap | betwwn adherence tothe:

et 1 ayal'of 11";‘ sp i )I tl w~ i5 L
el ane betmyc ¢ }111 S la _ _1 o _'ihe media was effedlve}y pmhﬂnied from’

" reporting from inside ‘the detention cenires, .
: ~as they beg)an to implode. "Even worse was =
o ]n no- Louml3 ha.s tlm gap g,mwn W1du__- “to.come. Duxing the br S
*than it has in this countr y since the arrival.of against the dozen asylum secker boats before

ST the nine thousand 01 80 as,ylum qnekus fmm
. “Central ‘Asia and the Middle

L people: c.il_zniy

B “inherc onily _unstahle

: _:-'compambl to thos

- PBioefhics Ot;l_?gok,'_jft/a}‘._fl 4, N_o_._f._{,"De _m'bér_'_2003'__

‘the elechon of “Jovembel 200
_:__;medxa coveiag,e were made: txghie
“time of war _
“matter dlSLOV@le that'the’ guvemmom’
intention was %traxgvhifmwa;d o prevent -
Casylum

“Moreover.
o succcsefuily com‘l_ude_

Ied from condmons_
had caused--.__
ascx% 01 commumst_.;'

Boiween 1999 and iho pxoseni day '.I.

..obcso: ved the response to these asylum socl\cas_' e
closely. 1 cannot remember one occasion over |

“these years when an Ausizahan govemmmt N

“minisler or supporter expressed sympathy for, .~
or showed undmsiandmg of, the political .-
:_'condlimns o
.-Afghamstan Iraq or Iran had flui Before the

Imm which. tho&e from

war against Iraq, John Howard époke =

'-_eioqumt ly about the gross @ abuse of human

L " rights of the Saddam Hussein ; zegime. - Not i
- in the West, which i ig b{_bnmmg to 1mponl the :-

R '_ achmvemenis of tho post Second World War -
‘period, WJLh mgcud to asvlum Gookus and -

once, during the refugee movement, did he

speakin bllCh a way. In 2003 Ilowald qpokc>"_"- G

of the Su{felll‘lb 3 of Iraqi children at the hands |

““of Saddam Hussein. In 2001 he spoke, rather, b
of how Iragi asylum .socLezshad throwsn their
own chﬂdwn ovubomd “This was f ngtmcu,ly_ URERE

o A momlly 1oveal1ng, aseumptmn bui S00N cm"_- i
A ansfonnai:{on of public sensibility is the gap ' o S

" that has grown between the fetter of ref ugee -
'_-'_law and the spmi in which’ 11 is now apphod S
cincalmostt every: coumzy in the West.
L Accor dmé, 10 the UN C()nvontmn, to which

ouh Js,hi lig,

Duung ihs, penod of the an;va} of ihe i

i:’xbylum seekers from: Afghamﬁtan and. Iraq SR
T the peﬂ(}amancc of the Aushahan modm L
-~ even the quality. media, was also rather poor.
When: the first boats began arriving at = .
" Christmas Island ‘or Ashmore Reef in the.

3__-'.1111g11t havo been ﬂeung ﬁ om Mars.

It was iny latel ‘that- )OVGI nment wmue

'aboui tho 1010 of 1110 m{:dla aaoso

As the "t‘;y]un’l f;eoko;s bopan Lo bo sont to L
the deu_ntion Lampq, consxdel able L{fof 1s wele__ ek

“made to prevent the Australian pubhc {rom ..

: 1ea1nmg) about their. condxtmna at first hand. 7
. g the gove entiwas

“Such conve1u1onal.--.., On the. glound that 1 gc ernmen as .

- concerned with the nghi to privacy. of the

~asylum séekers they had vilified and detained,

l—r

fnaval upuatlcm'

Testric ons on’
1 than at
The 5enaie inguiry into: ‘this

seekers: being» “humanised”.
once -:Opmation Relex: was
d. and qevex al hundz cd L
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R the’ Mlmq_

i reason we could ace
~stealing the. Pld(.L‘
. Howard government hadi
- matter of policy; 1o redu
wfugjws it selm i{zd b\' 1119 numberof ¢
. 5 ob"ilgpd under
_._..mtﬁ,maunnai law; to atcept Almusi nothmf ;
_ dl%‘w})illll.ﬂfj insthe way. the
PR Amhahan Oovmnm{‘ni treated and spoke, of . goy
_ um bLLk{‘lb than ihc pettv—bOul 330015
' "-ijmalzauw of the: (Omfox-t" ble: Austlalian”
oc}vel nmom mlmsi_' rsat. tlu, awhzm 'sc’e}\us -
: 31up@nsv Accor dmg 10 thése }
who went: on’ hungu stnL__'__ m who bl’lbh@ i
~their wrists woze engaging in. “inappropriate 8
‘in order to achieve fc\vomdhlc-.-:
' qeitluuent oncie. bv mo;al blackmaﬂ’moans '_

tS L Bioethics Ouflogk, Vol 14, No.d, December, 2003

| 'i:_offc,hm

Cawag more

' 'bdlcwwu:n 5"

- :;;ﬁ.”myfum seck 15; werd tr anspmted to ihc':_'
- Pacific, it was made 1mposs1blc for-Australian
) _:3011mal1f;t<s 10 vzslt mspea and e
““genuinely hellish- conditions ‘which faced
“hundreds.of” innocent “human bemﬁ)s_"
“imprisoned.on Nauru and Manus Esland The
Uprohibition: placed: on'a'epmts of thcsa;_i

- Australian-financed’ and: msplzed camps.
B seems to me fo be. one of 1l he great s¢ andals Gf_f
v _con tempol m y Ausu ahan pohtzus -

- l}w mfolmatlon vacuum comumng the' g
' dsy]um seekers was, as it happened, filled by

_ riof hmmgzahon My Ruddmk S
SR wfch his standa}d lzno, namely ’ahat 1110<;e «fhd_"' -
" had come to Australia were queue jumpers |
who were’ stealing. the: places of ‘more.
R _gtnumdy m‘(,dy Ioi’uwoes.m Third Woﬂdl;_
o camps. What the. Mlmsim failed to nﬂke clear .
Cwas ihai within or bc{wecn these
Lowas nothmg wmateiy esomblmg a zofugee_"
.. queue, only a hopeless 1cfugce heap.: What
- ain was that the only .

fculed O oxpl

the as\‘ium ecel\us of_

1efu§ju,b it we

Acacxdlng io a Commo' "~:';:_ _dmong this

i mmm ity the. que hon wws ot so.much abuut:-_-' .
the kind OI Socmty we were becommg but the
_iqmd of: eocsety to. wlnch we seemed to: havL:"f

rithe

Lumed I‘hc questwn of whethe

'-.3_and the cl":\ hzm sed«m pohcv did not seem to '
“be-exhausted by acknowledgement of this
‘f\hm)st all the' cmvlum 5¢ (‘i\m%_”- L
'_commg, » from. Imi(mesm o Austr aha since

'-f.su"npk fact.

camps thuof

of oihexa was that fho L
olf domded, asa:
.ihe nu:mbc;s of_j

:legmmacv to anti-Muslim‘and. mtl—f‘mab_" S
sentiments, latent before and: pr}oswe after "
'the [011_011% attad\%‘ of Septombm 11,?001 V

~-And not only that,:

1 ﬂoi b(“en I\f]ushn

’\usuaiﬂn mspcms{‘ to the aS} 1um S:(.LI\CI.S_ S
;Lould be Lhaiactensed as:
port on the .

acmt

theory " and = prac tice,

view.

Cprinciple or

Nonci

1999
‘once. .

Were:, Mushms of- 51<1n (_010111

: unaccoptablu in Ausu aim Even if the ong)mal_ -
3-_-d<,c1slon to vilif ¥ thos.e pooplf_ as 111%&] queue. .

_]umpels and to mcaz cerate ihom m mmoto or

“desert camps, @ and the 1ai£r decision To 1<_pcl}.' -
: as not motcd i
“racism, within the broader society the harsh -
“character of the government's: ‘wordsand

t}wm b\' miillaw means, W

ceds gave an. enormously - powerful

5001\015 who muvcd aitel OLLObCl 1999 hcld-'-
'_J’\mbs oz A{gghans floemg

;_-umnvncd and. unwanted on. Ara‘;tmilan;"_ R
~shores.: In the: doepe_ tsc&me i:hev wozepeople.: R
not h}\o us. - - : : R

“was, o
;'.puhaps, more ("ompiex ihan many were .
~willing to admit,” Since the abandonmentof
~the zdva of White Auslxalm, Austrahan_.i_: i
-nnnugralmﬂ polzw had bocome, bothiin 5

: .2’[.1’112}11(31}"::. P
non- dl‘SLII]'ﬂll’ldiO}V fmm the aCJal pointof
Despite the (]dill’lb of some Howard - P
_opponents, nothing relating to asylum %Ot‘ixol ORI
Sopolicy under mined th s .
o '_"-Llnuatened a miua nto a 111,04’\?}111@ Aush aln e
.~':P031LV .

Pi_mz_'ké_it__Cenmzﬁ};'-' Eflrics :



  :b01dG
.5'1mp11 omnent of children to the release, Of.._'
o families.
;*.f_de.st; uction .0[ y_o_u:_ng_-_]_wes___lo be (_e>_;pi__cn_1__u_@?-:_'

Pez haps ovon in iius ana]yms the mmoz;ty )
~was wrong. Of all the arguments advanced
- by the Howard govmnmmi and its defondo TS
~in justification of the incy easingly tough anti-.
asy]um secker po]ny there was oniy une_'.
which was difficule to discount. ‘Was it not
. ore -
gonemu%l) a Wostun country treated asylum -
seckers, lhemm e the people smugglers would .
- target that country, the larger the number of -
. 'lsylum seckers who would then am\?c,? Was s
- ;'11 not possxble lhmdmo 1o mgue }n{ the
appaimt 1111111111&111{},' of our policy was more

-_soH e\fldenil\f the ‘case  that the.

a consequence of a simple-if brutal political

: 10ahsm ihan of musm or mmal Lailousness'._ :

"3_"01 haldness of homi?

Unhappliy in: the Iwhi 0

Oaipohili\ is. no " longer’

i policy.

_'__'and build a new Hfe.:

. apphcatlons, :

they are able to be repatriated..
~imprisonment.’
almost Lompleielv effective closure of ‘cur

II{)W 1:, 511(,11 mdiffmonw to. the

L] ke many W estoz n govel nmonts Aueh aha o

~has sought to convince those. asylum seekers,

-V'-_.who.sc, claims for refuge were: rejected, to
i Unlike other
. Wcai_e;_n_.g(}.\{e;_]m_}e,t_.jt&,__h_owg;v_m i through its ™

x eturnto thc‘u homoiands
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-.-'_m[um

: '«?hat haq-
':-'--_‘.happcned since: the Inm;m Cllblb ‘political
' A plausiblo_
3 _jmielpu,[almn of Australian c}sy}um seeker.
Smct the: qung of 2001, asy]um i
© 'seekers have been successfully-deterved by
‘military: moam drom trying to come o
Ausimi 2, %jnce that time, there. has bu,n no o
- problem” of new asylum seekers with which .
“he government has been. foxced to comend o
- Nonetheless dcsplt(, the success in clo sing .-
S Aus{mlm to asy lum. seekers, no. mer cy hab_.. g
- heen shown to ith(‘ who had the :\mt;fmtune._-_.--
“to have chosen Austmha after 1999.as the
phu_ whue Eiwy omL hupod io f Ind a homt‘.f

‘shattered,

unique -tea_n_pdrary protection \}isa Sy._séi'ém, it
is already trying to convince those accepted
~as genuine refugees to return to postwar:
. Afﬂhamﬂstan and Iraq. The Qovemmon[ isnot -
comelmd about the :efugces fears about "
It-is not concerned about lht terrible
mental or physwal condition of many of the .~

Iefupees It is not concerned about how.
prolonged or profound. their “despair, o
uncertainty cmd suf feung) 11as ’bn en over’ tho

pdbl faw yeal s,

f’ he yovelmnent f:‘loes not ac cept ihat for ail

“human beings there is only somuch they can’ S

- stand, Jtseems to haveno idea of Lho role 1h<1£j"j L

'mmcy or wha{ George Ozweli would have R
- called common, docenry, might playiina. .~
situation of this kmd To Lv]i ho:ofug@os from- -

“Irag and Afﬂh'amstan now to teturn to thi'zl._' ST

pcniwu ‘homelands because

political conditions there have changed is 111\0 L

in 1946, te lng the ]st who Lscaped

Lmope to. Australia that ihcy were Jequn@d_- :
to.return to Poland or C:u mcmy be
11119 had L(}llapcsod :

1t can no Iongjex pficumbly bc aloued lhat iha,_'

‘Howard governmént’s ﬁsylum qockm policy

“is driven by political realism. Because of the .~ .
_near-complete success of ‘military protection”
“of the border the government has no need o= -
Clry to deter future asylum seekers. by }mb]

L - b : "-':ueatment of thoc,c, alieadv hu(, At is now =
j"Slm.c, 1999 tho g)ovemmcut lmq ‘aoon- :

i'_'.'.e[fectwe]y 1oqunnd, in‘the case: uf {mlcd o
casylum seeker
- ‘between i nnpa isoning {hald: £11 Per; manoni}} in:
_ _"_'.f.jihe dctcmlon (entms or, ailuwmg families t()
obe released (o hve in t}w 'con'smumiy before o 1999 to stay
giy chose s
Even after: Tampa and the

'i ) _1_::'v1nd1ctlvcncss bmmuczam mmtm and-:'."’
3 : :
o.thopse conscious cruelty of a politically purposcless
kind.- Nothmgr would be lost by allowing the ».

since

:aqyium seekers who have artived here: _
Yet the Howard gjovmmm’m'

‘wiﬂ ot it appt,alb, e happy untﬂ ail ih@w_;;__'l__-_
..asy]um seekers have been sent away.” The ©

- only mtoaeslmg qutsimn that remains | {0 bo'- o :
‘it ‘has conimucd to (‘110()50 the._. ;ansWéled is what hc\ppens to the boul of a_'-_
“countr y inthe 371 ip.ofa mocmspn nednc% 50_'._': Sy

'unﬂsolfconf,c‘mug and 50, d(,Lp '
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Hﬁ E@S@g}hﬁmﬁ issues in m@ new g@mmm

N rewew @ﬁ‘ G@m@n Gmham o e

@wﬁe&,E A thlasap!wcai mqu
(L@ndem' Rwﬂedgeg 2@@2}

| -Stephm Euskﬁe

. Gmdon Glaham s bOOI\ is a ?}’1’72050}71”“2]: : "mOdithon The {inal Lhaptei thm iulm to_-':" SRR
. ~inquiry because it examines-the kinds of 4 consideration of the pervasjve anxiety: (or
.:.-___-?._a:tgjuments, pro and contra, advanc ed in --:-"plomethean enthusmsm) that ‘modern.
< Tesponse Lo the modern aevolutmn in genetic genetic tedmology ig “ plavmg God”; It offers
. science-and. i(,clmologv This makes it an interpretation of what this ob}ection might:
co pluiosophical” in a somewhat old- fashzomd “mnean in secular terms, and assesses its (thus
- Lsenseran inquiry: that is Lonccpiual rather mtezpzued) c,copt am—‘i Inm%s
"::-ihan empirical, in contrast to those modern
maturalistic” phﬂosophezs who understand : : - ST
. ﬂmmselvos as co-workers with the scientists, I“vcav aije has 1ts own Ima ge. of 1tsclf and I PR PR
~and who thus seck to fuse the two domalm . ours.is cer tamly no dlf ferent in:this’ respect. "
: '_--'_'.11 is, then, a book in wh;ch there i is very. hulo_"f' Whelc it’ does. differ is Pmczsd)’ in the extem:’_ e
= 1-111(0111131{1011 about devdopment'; m the ReW. o W}uch we see Oulgelvc{, aslivingin thc moqi;_ T
- "genetic science and technology, This may.s seem scmnuf;c ‘and most technically: mmpetont of
i a weakness - and indeed it does make the * ages. This has a potent further effect in our
'_-.booL unsultable foa ‘5011’1(2011(3 Seekmg 1o fmd_f_?ft,u onglv fom ard- ]ookmo tendmcy Jho past
ont ahoui lhose de\:elopments ltis mtcnded s, forus, just: lusim /= S0 We are d1smc§1md_f" oy
~ " rather, for those with some acquaintance with - 'to look backwards to under stand who weare
. the relevant science and technology, and who' _or what we need to do. Even our momlpa;m,--- R TR
“seek to know what to think. about it ’111 - and s for wm*d~1ook1np with few exc eptions, we . © <o
~not least, what 1o tth qbout what 15_'._'_'.foa1 creating dysmpmn fulures, ﬂotzeiummg,:".i_'-.f
_'commonl\,f Sf”f?' abuut 1t all o i o our past, Om ‘modernness” lies, forus, in.
' B : not beinga f :m!;immz] sociely; innot "1ccep11n§3' :

o R _-:i;__jmu traditions as :uihonlahw Infact, 0u1-;'_..
The book is. dwldod mto fO‘LI)l ahaptem Tho “culting ou:seivu ree of our. pqs also bri ngs:

--._IfliSt ”501011&30 and ih‘»‘ Setf- Imag)e of the Ag{« ” "-'_-'wnh it a'sense: of omsal\fes as not beund by
“spells out the place of science in our modem ﬁam} ’luth()lity - in, shozi as. buﬂg, free. }‘mm.
- picture of ourselves, and draws attenhon 10 ) ot
Somo 1ecu1rmg uneasiness abou 'hat {by. and" -'

"GeneUc inguu,exmy : sopmaie._
- treatments of scientific and: h:nologual_
aspects of; the genetlc u,voluuon The {01 mer;
discusses’ the new’ genetic \rel‘SIOﬂ of
':3D31M71111§1n, the “selfish gene’ theory of .'echnologxcal “innovation, : democratic -
:Richard: Dawkms, and its. ultzcs, thelatter - procedures, mor al plur alism and intellectual
~assesses the: piacilcai “18“1I1L33C0 of new - ‘enhghicnmcm 1(32,211811113J them as 8o many
-':.dwelopments in genohc screem_ng and_*- _-dlffel'ent malks Of plogless 5 .

“advances ""11 suent1f1c ndexstam“[mg

wétinc_s'Oz}_f' ook, ") l_?fr.rfgkeit‘Cm_i_r:é;fa;f Ethics @




g unpmblcmatxc)}lm 'y
- Nevertheless, even in ouwr ¢ wclfully optimistic -
-f-"ndtmn - dnd even. amnngsi the. hoc;full\rf_
secular - “anxieties can ﬁmugm about: i]um'f.'._
B -.__dnu Hons in whzch sca{‘nlsflc and tcthmcal

“We are, in 'othoz words, favoumb}y

_pmdmposud if) amentlhc and: Lochnmal

change, Graham illustrates this ] by pointing
- out that our favourite picture of the scientific

" genius is the b@mgm image of Albert Einstein,
- Headds, though, that {hls sunny picture is not -

Cowithout: its shadows, and.points to the

g accom;:anymg anxieties that, fr OIm time to
time, break forth. The preferred, image of this

Ciddark sldo of scienceis 1 rankenstein’s monster,

‘as s illustrated by the lmdmcy to talk o{(aM_ :

“crops as “Frankenstein foods”. This. is

‘perhaps more Irue of Britain than Australia,
~Wearea sunmm more optimistic lotthan the
. British, and 50 pessimism has a tougher time -
; ;oI it hm e iha u,na{,ncv hmo has bvon more -
Lto.agonize over.w hothm we are enfering a
‘nut this ter mum}ogv s

Brave New World” -
':kss LfoCtI\’O partly boc ausc lho AI} usion is 50

. y

copoarly undmsmod, and pcuil\’ bomum our

scienlific optimists. snnp]\f accept (as"'_
's picture of the future.

:_';3.131110\1311031 ig [(‘admgj us. {The em’lmnmontal
: -.movonwnl is iho hes[ ﬁlmhalzon) PR

: (:3 ahdm plamly thmks these anmetio _ a:o'f_
o not ontneiy mlsplawd hut he also wants to -
The - :

reassure us in one 1mpmtani way.
-anxietios build, to a degree, on the aas.umpiwn

*that a monolithic suoncc'»and tec Emu]og,y 15 -

'-.:_leadm;, us by the nose, This. assumption, is,

.{'hv thinks, nnsml\on IR‘ arg ues that them is a_'
bot\»\ cen: the
“oexplanations. of[eud Dby science, and the
“eapacities ugatod bv echnoiog\ Advances in.
utomatic ally lead-to*

(e ¢ claims that, fors

e onsldo: abledifference -

the former'do not’
~advances in the latter:
xampie the discover v of the c_ncuiatmn of thi

o dnszbm,d exploai

- breakthroug bh ) It isalgo undcmablf, > that many:
Cnew. tvchnoio gies have arisen mdopt_mionti\f_f-.:
m suenufu, Lmde1f>tandma

s -._of ddvanu 25 1
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. '-thcm\’

. ';_blood had no ther apeuhc impact (14) E 1is i3
Snot thc imppzt.st 66X ampl@, i 3
_-L011%0L]ue11ce of:the‘acceptance o -
0 view was the: abandonmgnt of blvodm? tho : '_
L AL But he s,ecms 10 be ughi 111 holdmg that 1t.'

: scmnhf ic: = owill fmd ihlb chapter hoi}vf ull)’ Onontatm? 1 Iis.-” L

--mnduswn is hard 1o fault: -although there is -
“no serious case 1o be made. fc
- .-'.C1 oatzomsts young eaxth, ”lho ambztmu‘s

Nevuthdvsa, as he ac}\nowlodues new

technologies often presuppose sci ientific
. developments - and the genetic wvolutmn is
@ case in point, But it is still the case that the
“technological - developments do not simply -l
Alow from the scientific development, and that "
- the ex planatory and tec hnical devoiopmmls Pl

aw;cadﬂy distmpulshab e, He concludes that

they ihmefm e can, cmd should b{) hoai{‘d

- sopcn atehv

Lhaptm 2, - “Genetic. Explanation”,

‘addresses - the  scientific - prlanatmm' :
‘themselves. But here: Lho wadel isin fora
“surprise, For it might be expected that al this
“point. (Jlaimm wou]d give an account of the :
nature of the crucial genelic dwmveuos - the.
_@‘135(0\?(1) 8 DNA, and the mapping ()f the"'-_ P
" genomes of human and other animals. Butall =
" this is assumed rather than addressed, andwe
'_movomnnod]atvfy to consider sumelm geand
Cecontr oversial Clalmq m’ade aboul the’ ??I(’(Ilt‘mg_'-- RS
“of the pmwiu Tevolution, Thos(. include BENERE
_l\l(‘hdzd o
'-L‘I(*\?olol":nwmb in genetics justify ‘a new. f{n me
~of Darwinian lhcm 2% e:\pmssed in ter m% of the (2777
s evo]uuon and smvnml of genes (the “selfish o
o gene” theory), and, tho large claims made for 7.

- evolutionary theory in modern sociobiology ©
and evolutionary psychology.

D(w«}\ms "_\uow' that - thc_"

mc:lud es a briefl agsessment of Mic haol Behe's

inf im,mml biochemical critique of evolutionar y-' .
pre buppm}izons b

_ speculative
~theories that are the sub]o( tof vigorous debate 11
among%ismenhqis, SO itisnot ()17\71011’-: that ‘thw'_'f-’ '
can be considered to be, slmpiy, science -
'.:'thufa not. ob\fzous that they: i) S
“science / technology divide for which G Jaham. e
“hasar guod Perhaps he seeks onlyiosmw that
-’_5(1011%111(‘ Lhoo_z ies and ih_eu assessment i

?mduahsi

]Iowcve) thuo are all rather

lufatlato-'

_‘n]oy tho qtatus_}"_ _

: _mnufw knowied ge - can f]omlsh i

okmg an’ass
rends in umlutmmzy theor: yoand its

L 'j?)_'m'f:i_{é'ﬂ 'C.I.j‘lff'(.’.f(_);- - iC

(He also

and;_f

z‘m_ws is clem and fan_ nundod $0. anyono R
sssiment ol these. sxpmfiumt' 2

Ahe special -




.:'_:_about
T .psycholo gm

' Z_P.contenhon that pattoms of human sgnsaimn,
thought and feeling are the outcome of genetic -
©Ustructures acquir ed in thL COU.I se of evolution .
" many thousands of years ago” is ot thereby
. established, and is, besides, afflicted with-
.+ serious shor icommgs of its own. These mcludq_ :
omere %keichm{‘sq where. detailed cxplana’uons :
“are 1equned, aserious lack of 1010\ antevidence.
“pre-human’
_md (of couzsc,) 8. lwpc,los‘siv-'-'.
T '.mddequate concepi;on of [he m]o ‘of cuiumff”
e '(81 2) : : A .

f,cn}xc human

C hapiel '5 on. genétu. ongm(*m mo i:ums 10_-;

“the: evaluation of modern genetict

'.-:_111f01mai10n, and GM c:{()ps

" enviy Qnmen‘l doer; a g,ohd }ob of El{)‘ﬂng down

some. of the mom oxhavcwan

"'_f"lt,a‘;on why these fears are amsplac,ed is not

“however, ber:ausc ‘genetic icchnolomes do notl

 necessarily.

do not automatically: unpiv that privacy i
" “endangered. This is beca

_pose real worries, but. becatise. they do not_'r'_'_ '
i imply the social wahues that are -
; "=t1mu57hl to flow from ‘chc:m Graham imakes

ventuahngj mwhi b@ (Thr, (.Jl LE‘nhOllS(_ Eff ect
is'one case whme this. pnnupie is much-
mmpumtsf SRR
:.oui that'the argument here has mnuchin =
common. with Pascai's Wage] ‘the conduszo;}_
dcpmds on'the] p1 obabﬁltv ovemdmg, ofﬁ.cts; REARETRIEN
“of: appmls 10 mfmm The idea of catastrophe = -
“here functions as an ‘instance of Infinite o

badness, and so its avoidance: frumps any. e
‘other contrary. (pmbabiht\ -guided) pohw EAR T
'But tha woaknoqfs of the ar gumeni_:' RN
* out by recognizing thatit can be tamed = 1
~againstitself, For, just as pumumg somepolicy 5
- -_-'._mlghtbeaatastmphic, so also o pursuingthe - - -
~same (01 some oihel) pohcy 1‘1‘11231‘:1 be _Ik(.Wlb )
- oclmologme
Mg the future that gemtscs makes possible, a'.': .
= :.'ngjhtmam or'a dream?” (92). The discussion

that-follows - on genehc 5 ‘eenam),' omctu_.' '

mvoked; GM crops is another.) Gre

:"51101.11(3 not eempe {he sometime
L gbusmesb 0[ calgulatmsr ﬂ"\t. h]mlv

~ithe impor tant pomt that (o ) the. thwats 10'__"_"
“oprivacy rendered pasmblo by g,(*muc screening -

_..-.thls 111’1})110‘3 not di‘bpdll but.tho sobc T,
i est; iction” of ou1 attmilon to th pmbabw-ﬁ; S
‘SC_-(’IS advocaies N0 ra S

““less than detractors tend to forget) every: new

rely _posslble

Zj_ftechnologj) no matter how powmful still hac;_'.'__: S

10 survive cost- ’ivonvm tests, Dang omu&iy".'.f

- intrusive tests thatare. expu}swa o dppl\’ wall ¢

REAE ihomfoza not be. genem?h,r dppllLd This does

. not, of course;

' '.’msmanfe compamee_wﬂl tend to bed\ as mud

¢ as'b't,nefludl _-but Gr aham ol
;_'ﬂ gue ih"d'-the more alax mist scenarios abcmi

remove the danoe ih"cit

"_mfm mahon as iy

“company. “be

uonomlcaily_)_. .p_I_au'sible

“insuranc

__(

ha_vmu; areimo

5 much mvoked m nviy onmenlal C(_)ntexts, bu
also, mo: e ge;wl alE\f whel evci “possible 1 uiu

" Bioethics Outlaok, Vol, 14, No4, De

i _thg p;mapl ;

arios are at issue. Itis'the thought. ‘that,
' because a certain kind of possible outcome
- would be; simply, a catastrophe, then policy -
Cmust be duected towalds avoiding thai-i'
" catastrophe, 1 '

:The thougjht that t :
‘wherewe have frouble knowing7 what 1o hmk
= and. therefore :
matter h()w:mp" bable itsever

' _sped f(} 3

are vely dafﬁcul .

Lhat {ailed arguments might
ted "';bmpmgs Ar

st” be tr,

.Z?IzJ_ﬁk;zif'Ceﬁ_f;'e fé_r Ethics

brought'
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ciinthese spocﬁlc uquncmon‘
e knowkdgm and shcuod NOrms:

“darkness, gropings that might nevertheless -

- help us get closer to an adequate viewpoint ~
~oseems, simply, not on his horizon. Instead,
“problems with arguments are taken to be
“evidence of simple muddle in theu exponents,
1o be i.?}\p(}f:(.d and dismissed in the brisk
! ashlun one resesves f()i undoi gjiaduate essays

. Iﬂ mnt;asi Gmham s tr eaimml of ihL Idea '
Lof ! plavmg God” in his final Chaptm shows
:-_much more wﬂhng’nms to get behind the

“words on the page and to work out what such

can idea might meanina scculal world. The -

. dc,hmtlon at which he arrives is worth settm?
out: it is “an 11;09p01mb}e i;ampm‘;mon of .
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