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Chair

Standing Committee on Social Policy and Legal Affairs
House of Representatives

Parliament of Australia

Dear Chair and committee members,
Inquiry into Local Adoption
Thank you for inviting me to make a submission.

I have been research child and family welfare for more than 25 years. While my primary research has been into the
prevention and responses to child abuse and neglect, I have also had the privilege of undertaking a substantial series of
research and implementation projects relating to the effects of past adoption practices.

While I am absoluately committed to the need for children in out of home care to have stability, the permanency
orders available can address these needs. I believe it is the capacity of the system to recruit, train and support
permanent carers in their role that is the biggest challenge to the system, and better efforts to support parents to
continue to care for their children, while having access to treatment, parenting supports, respite, and ‘mirror families’
where highly trained carers and mentors provide in-home or out-of-home care placements to entire families, not just
removing children at risk, is what is needed.

The lessons from research on the impacts of past adoption practices — not only on parents, but particularly on adult
adoptees, has led me to believe that there is no empirical or theoretical rational to develop local adoption as a pathway
for stability/permanency for children in the out-of-home care system.

The potential negative effects of adoption are clearly outlined in these reports:
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<https://aifs.gov.au/publications/families-policy-and-law/4-past-adoption-practices-key-messages-service-
delivery>

The chapter in this edited book by former Family Court judge Professor Nahum Mushin, provides a convincing
argument against an expanded role for local (unknown) adoptions:
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There is no evidence to suggest that families wishing to adopt are similar to families wishing to foster or provide
supports for children living in vulnerable circumstances. Most of the children in the out-of-home care system have
been born into or grown up with experiences of domestic/family violence, parental substance misuse, parental
intellectual disability, poorly treated mental health, or parenting inadequacy. Children exposed to such environments
need trauma-informed care, and many of them would not be seen as ‘suitable’ by prospective adoptive parents. This
can lead to a ‘pick a child’ scenario, where the focus is on what prospective parents want (their wish to complete a
family) prioritized over the needs of children.

I am happy to elaborate on my conclusions and recommend that that local adoption is not seen as a viable option for
children in out-of-home care.

Yours sincerely
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