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Changing futures through
our commitment
to safeguarding children

The past few months have been
momentous for Catholics and non-
Catholics alike around the globe who have
mourned the passing of Pope Francis on
Easter Monday. We also welcomed his
suceessor Pope Leo XIV.

Pope Francis left an extraordinary legacy of leadership and service, driven by his vision of a
world with hope. In 2023, the motu proprio decree by Pope Francis “Vos Estis Lux Mundi”
(You are the light of the world), was made permanent after a three-vear trial. The decree
established new procedures for handling cases of sexnal abuse within the Catholic Church
and ensuring accountability for bishops and religious superiors. In this document, he called
on us to think about how to grow hope in ourselves.

Following in his footsteps, Pope Leo XIV greeted the world with a message of peace. As
members of the Global Safeguarding Alliance, building a future of hope and peace for
children is a priority.

Eead on to hear from Fr. Konrad Noronha SJ who has let us into his world with a spotlight
on what drives his safesuarding work in India. You can also check out the recording of our
last webinar on early childhood, and read about a project investigating women's insights
into safeguarding efforts that vou might like to take part in. We are also delighted to share
an article written by Dr Ursula Stephens, CEO of Australian Catholic Safeguarding Lid.,
outlining key issues addressed by Fr Hans Zollner SJ when he visited Australia early in
2025.

Spotlight on Fr Konrad
Noronha SJ

In this spotlight, we hear from Fr Konrad
who is based in India. His Jesuit
background informs his work in teaching
ministers and laity about the importance
of safeguarding. Fr Konrad is concerned
that safeguarding is sometimes seen as
something that can be done in passing,
but he is all too aware that it should be

embedded in ongoing practice.

Read more

Webinar recording on early
childhood centres

Katharina Ahmadi-Wachter presented a
webinar on 30 April 2025, and shared her
findings from an evaluation of
safeguarding and prevention of harmful
educator behaviour in early childhood
centres across Germany. View the
webinar.

Our next newsletter will have details
about our next webinar. Stay tuned!




Women of faith, women of
International ¢ ) strength

SHfE'g uardi ng . . K You can join the annual International
Conference = o Safeguarding Conference in Rome via
2025 \ livestream, 17 - 20 June 2025 at the

. ; Pontifical Gregorian University in the
heart of Rome’s historic Trevi
neighbourhood. Here is the link to join the
livestream.

Be part of the WISE project

We are investigating Women'’s Insights
into Safeguarding Efforts (WISE) with
funding from Porticus. The project
includes a short 15—20-minute survey -
would you like to participate? Your
insights will help us understand the role
women play in safeguarding practices in
the Catholic Church. Find out more about
the study and learn how to take part. If
you are interested, please contact us.

Principles for good child
safeguarding practices

Australian Catholic Safegnarding Ltd
hosted a speaking tour by Fr Hans Zollner
5J early in 2025. This was the first
opportunity for many in the Australian
safegnarding network to hear directly
about the challenges facing the global
Church in responding to and being
accountable for the dark history of abuse
that continues to be revealed.

Fr Zollner spoke to more than 1200 people across the country about how clericalism cannot
be allowed to continue to prevent a commitment to safeguarding. Hereiterated the many
efforts by the late Pope Francis and the Vatican to confront and address clerical abuse
These efforts included:

» changes to Canon Law

» Motu Proprio Vos Estis Lux Mundi (the Papal Decree “You are the light of the
world™)

» updates of the priestly formation Ratio Fundamentalis Institutionis Sacerdotalis

» development of the Universal Guidelines Framework, which provides an overarching
approach to safeguarding that can be applied in different eultural contexts.

Fr Zollner stressed that safeguarding needs to be driven by strong local leadership. He
argued that we owe those who have been harmed a fair and just process of inquiry. The
challenge for the global Church is that there are countries without legal protections for
children and vulnerable people. In some eountries the Church is operating in difficult
environments such as war, famine and climate change. These factors all influence the
capacity of a pastoral Church to care for children.

The Universal Guidelines are high level principles that promote good child safeguarding
practices. An early lesson in applying the Guidelines is the need to support Churches to
understand the concept of safeguarding risks. That is best done by ensuring that those with
lived experience of abuse are included in developing local safeguarding practices.

Many thanks to Dr Ursula Stephens, Australian Catholic Safeguarding Ltd CEQ, for writing
this article.
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