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Marriage and Holy Orders are the Catholic Church’s sacraments at the service of communion. 
After receiving the sacraments of initiation, those consecrated for ecclesial leadership and 
those consecrated for the duties and dignities of being a Christian spouse enter into a special 
relationship with the Church through the sacraments of service.

This unit studies the theology of Marriage 
and Holy Orders by considering their 
biblical and theological foundations, 
historical development, ritual enactment 
and contemporary issues in dialogue 
with pertinent ecclesial documents. 
The Catholic sacrament of Marriage is 
studied as a lifelong partnership between 
a baptised man and woman – a contract, 
covenant and sacrament. The distinctive 
nature of sacramental marriage is 
addressed within our contemporary 
sociological context, and questions of 
divorce, remarriage, and communion are 
explored. In considering Holy Orders, 
the unit analyses Vatican II’s teaching 
on the priesthood of the faithful and its 
relationship to the ministerial priesthood; 
the three degrees of Holy Orders; the 
restoration of the permanent diaconate; 
and the Church’s teaching on the Catholic 
priesthood, celibacy and gender. A focus 
on contemporary Roman Catholic rituals 
of Marriage and Holy Orders reveals the 
Church’s doctrine of service embedded in 
the enacted theology of these sacraments.
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