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Challenges
CHALLENGES in a K – 12 setting:

• Often not a common Service-Learning 

language across year levels & departments

• Difficulty with Service-Learning being seen 

as ‘an add-on’ – especially in Covid times

• Seek to grow deepening understanding of 

what it means to be human.

…Could a conceptual 
approach act as 

a bridge?
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Opportunities
EDUCATION FOR HUMAN BECOMING:

“Inquiry, knowing and learning [that is] 

shaped by the question “how does this 

serve the needs of the world?” will be 

appreciably different from knowing not 

accompanied by such a question.”

Christenson, T. [2006] 

…Could a conceptual 
approach act as 

a bridge?
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What is a 
concept?

“A concept 
is an 

organizing 
idea; a 
mental 

construct
that is 

(A) tim
eless, 

(B) Universal, 

(C) 
abstract,  

(D) broad, 

(E) represented by 

one (1) word or 
Phrase.”
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Researchers’ explain…

“Innovation requires the creative transfer of the fundamental and powerful 

concepts of the traditional disciplines… Innovation occurs when people 

creatively transfer what they learn to complex situations.” 
[Stern, Ferraro & Mohnkern, 2017 p 1]. 

Transfer occurs best when knowledge is connected to 
a conceptual framework. 
[Erickson, Lanning & French, 2017, 2nd ed].  
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Br. Dr. Damien Price’s 
Spiral Model of 

Service-Learning
Price, D., [2008] “An exploration of 

Participant Experience of the 
Service-Learning Program at an 

Australian Catholic Boys Secondary 
School” Doctoral Thesis, p. 84

“Preparation provides students with 
conceptual tools and language linked 

to ideology, and invites them into 
mediated reflection both individually 
and in groups to make sense of what 

they have experienced”

6



THEOLOGY & THEORY
Creation; Ongoing Creation; Theology of the Cross: In different ways our world 
is hurting and there is injustice. Forgiveness and grace are gifts – [offered and 
shared]  

PRINCIPLE & GENERALISATION

Being 
human/

Being 
human 

together/
Being 

human 
together on 

a fragile 
planet

CONCEPTS

Innate Human 
Dignity, 

Community, 
Come as Guest, 

Presence, 
Boundary 
Crossing, 

Stewardship, 
Story

TOPICS/UNITS OF WORK
VARIED - Curriculum-linked or Co-Curricular [e.g. Interactive Sports 

Program within HPE; Relational Aged Care Partners within 
transdisciplinary Units - English & Christian Studies Unit] 
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10A Justice-Oriented approach to Service-Learning [compared to a charity approach]



 

Innate Human Dignity: Every single human 
being is worthy of respect.  

The natural world is precious: Planet Earth 
and every part of its interrelated 
ecosystems has intrinsic value.

Story: Every person, every 
community and every ecosystem 
has a story. As these stories are 

told and heard, individuals,  
communities and ecosystems are 

truly seen, building empathy, 
understanding and solidarity in 

diversity and sameness. 

Stewardship: Acting with 
stewardship begins with a sense of 

awe and wonder. It requires a 
recognition that resources are finite 

and that all of life is 
interdependent, requiring people 
to share, respect and care for our 

world sustainably.

Community: Human beings are 
social creatures. Central to our well 
being is the healthy functioning of 

our relationships, communities and 
the natural environment. Mutual 

respect, inclusivity, reciprocity and 
social responsibility contribute to 

our well being and the well being of 
the planet.

Presence: to be present to the 
other requires attentiveness, active 
listening and solidarity. To see and 

value one another and all of the 
created world requires the active 

choice to be present.

Come as Guest: Service-Learning 
necessitates learning to come 

gently and respectfully as a guest 
into another's space.

Boundary Crossing : to learn & 
serve is to cross boundaries, 

stepping beyond our own spaces. 
Such boundary crossings offer an 
invitation to grow in awareness of 
personal and cultural biases and 

perspectives, and to value the gifts 
of the other.

Service-Learning Concepts 
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What does 
Innate Dignity 
mean for the 

way I see 
myself and 

others?

Innate Human Dignity: Every 
single human being is worthy of 

respect.  
The natural world is precious: 

Planet Earth and every part of its 
interrelated ecosystems has 

intrinsic value.
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What is critical 
to your 

understanding 
of 

community?

Community: Human beings are 
social creatures. Central to our well 
being is the healthy functioning of 

our relationships, communities and 
the natural environment. Mutual 

respect, inclusivity, reciprocity and 
social responsibility contribute to our 
well being and the well being of the 

planet.
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How do I make 
room for, and 

honour other’s  
stories?

Story: Every person, every 
community and every 

ecosystem has a story. As these 
stories are told and heard, 

individuals,  communities and 
ecosystems are truly seen, 

building empathy, 
understanding and solidarity in 

diversity and sameness. 
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What does it feel 
like when I am 

present? Or 
another is present 
to me? How does 
presence honour

the other?
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How can 
hospitality help us 
to think about the 
attitude and way 
we approach one 

another?
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Does Service-
Learning 

always require 
boundary 
crossing?
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What 
motivates 
people to 

think 
sustainably in 
S-L contexts?
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Narratives of 
Practice [K – 12 
exemplars]

EXAMPLE 1: Year 11 Christian Studies Unit 

CONCEPT - INNATE DIGNITY 
Community 
Partnership

Tricare Aged Care Home 

How the can issues around ‘freedom and choice’ 
be explored through the lens of innate dignity? 
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Narratives of 
Practice [K – 12 
exemplars]

EXAMPLE 2: Year 8 Creative Textiles Unit (Home Economics) 

CONCEPT - INNATE DIGNITY 
Community 
Partnership

Sebrae Aged Care 
Home

How can the issue of Dementia be explored  
through the lens of innate dignity?
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Narratives of 
Practice [K – 12 
exemplars]

EXAMPLE 3: Year 3 English and Christian Studies Unit  

CONCEPT - STORY
Community Partnership St Vincent de Paul/Rosie’s 

Food Van

How can students learn about the issue of homelessness 
through the lens of story?
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Narratives of 
Practice 
[K – 12 exemplars]

EXAMPLE 4: Year 1 PBL (Integrated) Unit – English, Art, Maths

CONCEPT - STORY
Community Partnership Tricare Aged Care Home

How can students explore the issues of identity/home, 
through the lens of story? 
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Growing conceptual thinking & understanding is integral to 
system led initiatives… S-L Professional Learning

LEQ’s Essential Practices
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Growing conceptual thinking & understanding is integral to 
system led initiatives… making links to our other practices…

LEQ’s Essential Practices
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Grounded in the research & our theology, the S-L concepts 
help communicate the way we think about education…
What is education? If you were to describe the aim or goal of education, what would it be? … In Sénégal, the 
oldest generation eats with the youngest generation. Those in the middle ages of adulthood all eat together, thinking
we are solving the problems of the world, but the oldest and the youngest generations eat together. This is an 
intergenerational moment to tell stories, and pass on wisdom. In the Wolof language, this is called, Nit ku jam, which 
means, “making people of peace”. It is the Wolof concept of Education. Making, formation. And not just any kind of
formation, but making people of peace.

Of course, education is part transmission because, because there is information that we do not know(math, sciences,
history, etc.). But this story reminds us that education is also about formation, and a kind of knowing that is 
embodied through the experiences of relationships that transform us, across ages, genders, cultures, languages, etc.
education is part information…part formation.

And not just practical formation for the sake of contributing to the economic wellbeing of the homeor state. 
Education results in the formation of certain skills, and marketable ones to be sure, but education should never be 
only a means to an economic end. Rather, education is about nurturing human beings to become Nit ku jaam.

The heart of education is humanization…                                                                      Rev. Dr Chad Rimmer
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Group Discussion Questions… 
• First to your questions in chat space…

• Is there a clearly written/stated philosophy or ideology that underpins Service-Learning/ community 
engagement at your place that influences your work?

• Who are your champions to guide/challenge your thinking? 

• What is your initial response to our idea of Concepts & Conceptual thinking in the Service-Learning/
Community Engagement space? 

• Do you see a relationship to your context? - Specifically to your institution or department.

• What’s missing in our presentation - e.g. your opinion of our concept list?
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