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Biblical and early church authors describe the entire Christian life as the
worship of God, what Paul identifies as ‘your spiritual worship.’ Liturgy as

Ritual

BOdleS as ritual worship is meant to empower Christians to be ‘living sacrifices, holy
‘Reasonable and pleasing to God’ (Rom 12:1). Liturgy and ethics are integrally related
WOI'Shi % in a sound interpretation of Christian tradition. Even so, the theological

. ° rhetoric of sacrifice, holiness, royal priesthood, and more, can be puzzling,
P!lttlng if not provocative, for 21 century Catholics when they try to make sense
thurgy of their bodily ritual worship in liturgy and sacraments. This lecture will

propose that accepting the disruptive challenge such rhetoric poses to
the contemporary church promises to illuminate rather than obscure the
essential connection between liturgy and ethical living.
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