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Prima Torrada
In su brevi terminu de pagus momentus
- S’'Italia intera si bit contristada,
Si ponint’in motu is fres elementus
Fendi unu massacru prus chi non sa spada;
Agit sa natura in talis eventus
Spargendi terrori in alguna contrada:
Seriant’in sa storia clarus documentus
Po ch'in atru tempus bengat riportada.

1.2 curba 5.2

Po ch’in"atru tempus_benga riferiu, Chi ddus minacciada a sa mala sorti,
Messina_est stetia sa prus succumbenti; Su disastru bénidi send’essit dormius,
In pagus minutus tottu distruiu: Motivu‘po -is calis triunfa sa morti,
Domus, monumentus, tesorus e genti: ’Ndattiranta pagus salvus o ferius:
Pagus po miraculu s'ind’adi sfranchiu, Mi biu obbligau ch’immoi si riporti
Perd sunti fertus, debilis de menti; Una giovanedda salva tres pipius,
S’acqua a torrenti intrat de su mari, Pustis chi perius funt’is genitoris;
S'assoziad’in pari cun su terremotu Custus bellus floris mudanta s’eroi
E su fogu itotlu s’arrestu abbruxada, 1 De Casteddu oi bastanti lodada.

Why do some languages become dominant and others become marginalised? And what challenges are
presented to researchers when their source material is in a language they’re not only unfamiliar with but which
is, in fact, dying out? This paper is an exploration of the earliest research to come out of my Future
Fellowship, a project looking at ballads about news events from the 16" through the early 20™ century.

Ballads were a common media format in which the news of the day could be widely broadcast, and my project
looks at ballads in English, French, German, Italian, and Dutch. The first category of news to be explored is
disaster ballads, which has produced, surprisingly, a deluge of ballads in languages which I not only cannot
speak or read, but which are considered to be marginalised. In this paper I consider the reasons why this might
be so, and explore the connections between poverty, disaster, and marginalised languages.

Una Mcllvenna is Australian Research Council Future Fellow 2023-2027 and Senior Lecturer in English at
the Australian National University, where she researches the tradition of singing the news. She has published
about news-singing in Past & Present, Renaissance Studies, Media History, and Huntington Library
Quarterly. Her most recent book, Singing the News of Death: Execution Ballads in Europe 1500-1900 won
the 2023 Katharine Briggs Award from the Folklore Society. She has been awarded research fellowships from
the Newberry Library, Chicago; the Marsh Library, Dublin; The Renaissance Society of America; the Lewis
Walpole Library; and the Descartes Centre, Utrecht University. She is the founder of the international Song
Studies Network, and is on the editorial board of the ‘Song Studies’ book series with Amsterdam University
Press.
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