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DIGEST OF SENATE MEETING

HELD ON 17 JUNE 2004
AT McAULEY AT BANYO, BRISBANE
Welcome
Senate welcomed the newly-elected academic staff Senators, Dr Nasir Butrous and Dr John Ozolins, and the general staff Senator, Ms Geraldine Doherty, to their first meeting of Senate.  Senate also congratulated Associate Professor Pamela Gibbons on her re‑election as an academic staff Senator.
Proposed Establishment of University of Notre Dame Australia (UNDA) Campus in Sydney
At the invitation of Senate, the UNDA Chancellor, Mr Terry O’Connor QC, and Vice-Chancellor, Professor Peter Tannock, addressed the meeting on a proposal to establish a campus of UNDA in Sydney.  Senate agreed that both ACU and UNDA aim to serve the Catholic Church in Australia in the provision of high quality tertiary education courses.  Senate noted that the Board of Governors of UNDA has decided, in principle, to establish a Sydney campus of 1,500 to 2,000 students with the intention of offering courses in Teaching, Nursing, Business, Arts and Theology in 2006 and the intention of offering Medical and Legal courses in 2009/2010.

Senate expressed concern about the potential effect on ACU nationally, particularly in relation to income generation, including the sourcing of government funding.  Senate resolved that the Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor should continue discussions with UNDA, with emphasis on pursuing collaborative arrangements where appropriate.
Establishment of a Postgraduate School of Legal Studies
Senate endorsed the proposal in principle a proposal to establish a postgraduate school of legal studies at ACU.  A final proposal is to be brought to the next meeting of Senate, for consideration.
Contribution of ACU to Policy Debate and Policy-Making in Australia
Senate received and endorsed a paper from the Vice-Chancellor The Contribution of Australian Catholic University to Policy Debate and Policy-making in Australia.  

Review of Management Fee for Sydney Campuses
Senate received advice that the process for determining a “management fee” for the Sydney campuses is proceeding in accordance with the Deeds of Campus Management Arrangements for those campuses.  Senate reiterated the serious concern expressed at its previous meeting on the financial and other implications for ACU that might result from the revaluation of the Sydney campuses and authorised the Vice-Chancellor to continue negotiations with the Archdiocese of Sydney to try to resolve the matter.

Report of Annual General Meeting of Australian Catholic University Limited
Senate received a report of the Annual General Meeting of Australian Catholic University Limited, held on 28 May 2004, and noted that Members had been particularly impressed with the extent to which the University’s policies and procedures comply with Ex Corde Ecclesiae.

Children on University Premises Policy
Senate received a revised Children on University Premises Policy and noted that the policy has been extensively reviewed and has had the benefit of specialist legal input.  Senate endorsed the policy, subject to some minor revision.  The policy will be available in the Handbook of Personnel Policy and Procedures on the Inet.
Code of Conduct Policy for all Staff
Senate received and ratified the policy Code of Conduct for all Staff.  The policy will be available in the Handbook of Personnel Policy and Procedures on the Inet.

Academic Structure for Philosophy
Senate approved the revised academic structure for Philosophy and Theology at Attachment A.

Award of Honorary Title of Adjunct Professor
Senate awarded the honorary title of Adjunct Professor to the following persons for a period of three years:

Fr Frank Brennan sj AO

Dr Trevor Cairney
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John Cameron

Executive Director, University Services
28 June 2004

ATTACHMENT A

Proposed Model for the Academic Structure for Philosophy and Theology.
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