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Citation searching & journal impact factors
With the advent of the Research Quality Framework, staff in Universities throughout Australia, are being asked to identify how their research has made an “impact” in their area of study.  The Library has already had requests from academic staff as to how they might find out who has “cited them” over the past few years.  A number of the Library’s electronic resources provide citation search functions where you can identify an article (eg. one written by you) and then see how many other articles have cited your original. 
Another traditional method of determining impact is to look at the “impact factor” of the journals in which they publish.  A journal’s impact factor is an indicator of its importance in relation to other journals in the same field.   The Institute of Scientific Information (ISI) regularly studies the citation patterns in a number of journals and publishes the results in their Journal Citation Reports (JCR).  Unfortunately ACU National does not currently subscribe to JCR, however a number of publishers advertise their journal’s impact factors in their title lists and on their web sites.  
The Library has placed some information on Cited Reference Searching and Journal Impact Factors on its Services for Researchers web site.  You can access Services for Researchers by going to the Library web site – http://inet.acu.edu.au/library/ and clicking on Services for Researchers under Library Services.  Cited Reference Searching is under Managing Information and Journal Impact Factors is under Using Information.  

There are a number of sites on the Internet displaying journal impact factors; simply type “impact factors” into your favourite search engine.  Remember, however, that these sites may be dated and may be limited to one particular subject area.

If you have any questions about Citation Searching or Journal Impact Factors, please contact your Campus Library.
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training at Strathfield

In October, as a follow up to the launch of The Library In Your Office earlier this year, the Library at Strathfield organised an Endnote workshop for staff. Endnote is a valuable tool for researchers, academics and scholarly writers to organise their references and images, search databases and instantly create bibliographies. The workshop was full of participants who were keen to make use of the Endnote program to manage their information. During the session, everyone was busy exploring Endnote’s features and capabilities including the Cite While You Write option with Word, importing and exporting references from databases and new features available in Endnote 7. It was a productive and rewarding workshop for all involved.
EndNote is available to staff of ACU National for use at work and at home.  You can get your copy of EndNote 
by visiting your Campus Library.  More information about EndNote is available from the Library’s web page – http://inet.acu.edu.au/library/ 
Click on EndNote under Help and Training.
Vicki Bourbous, Strathfield
Library staff in focus

Kate Bunker from Signadou and Beth Crawter from the Banyo Campus recently contributed to a seminar on Federated Searching (see next article for more information) and OpenURL Link Resolvers (go fetch and SFX for those of us at ACU). The seminar, run by the Queensland University Librarians’ Office of Cooperation (QULOC), examined the impact of these new technologies on library users. Kate discussed how ACU has implemented the technologies and Beth presented a snapshot of Australian Universities’ application of Federated Searching and OpenURL.

Not all Australian universities are using these technologies, although most are, and SFX and Metalib, used here at ACU National, are the most popular interfaces chosen. For more information on Federated Searching and OpenURL contact your Campus Library.

Beth Crawter – Brisbane
Federated searching – what is it?

Federated searching is the ability to search multiple catalogues, databases and other eresources at the same time.  Previously it has been possible to search multiple databases but this has usually been limited to searching resources from the same information provider or vendor, for example searching multiple Ebsco databases.  More recent advances in technology have meant we can search across eresources of different types, eg. catalogues and databases, and from different vendors, eg. Ebsco and Ovid.
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The Library’s federated search engine is called go fetch.  go fetch is powered by Metalib which comes from Ex Libris, the company that also produces the Library’s catalogue and circulation software. As well as federated searching, go fetch provides quick subject access to the Library’s eresources and allows users to link to a list of the ejournals that the Library provides access to.  It also allows more advanced users to log in to their My Space where they can customise the interface, save searches and set up alerts.

The Library implemented go fetch approximately two years ago and was one of the first universities in Australia to do so.  The past two years have seen many advances in federated searching and significant changes to the go fetch interface.  As with any new technology, the implementation of go fetch has not been without its hiccups, however Ex Libris continues to improve its product and ACU National is proud to remain at the forefront of the use of federated searching in Australia.

If you haven’t used go fetch before you can try it by going to the Library web page – http://inet.acu.edu.au/library - and clicking on go fetch under Finding Information.  

If you are off-campus, or if you wish to use your My Space, you will need to log in to go fetch using your Library barcode (the number under the barcode on your staff card) and your PIN (9999 unless you have changed it).  

If you have any questions about go fetch, or have problems logging in, please contact your campus library.
New resources – database trials

Brill Academic Publishers

The Library is currently trialling the Brill Academic Publishers collection.  Brill was founded in 1683 and its publications focus on the fields of Ancient Near East & Egypt, Asian & Islamic Studies, Medieval & Early Modern Studies, Biblical & Religion Studies, Classical Studies, Social Sciences, Science & Biology, Human Rights and Public International Law. 
You can access Brill by going to the Library web page – http://inet.acu.edu.au/library and 
selecting Databases and then Trials. You will see three collections:

Brill Imprint – humanities, social science & biology

Marinus Nijhoff Imprint – international law & human rights

VSP: International Science Publishers Imprint – mathematics & materials sciences.

Please send any feedback to h.pearsall@mary.acu.edu.au
About TLIYO Newsletter

If you have anything to contribute to The Library in Your Office Newsletter, or you would like to suggest a topic to be covered, please contact Leticia Medwell (l.medwell@aquinas.acu.edu.au)

Back copies of the newsletter are available from The Library in Your Office web page – http://inet.acu.edu.au/library/tliyo
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