PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE CONSTRUCTION AND APPLICATION OF THE COMMON ACADEMIC CALENDAR

1. There will be a common academic calendar to which all courses should normally adhere.

2. The common academic calendar will operate as the baseline against which the Academic Regulations are applied.

3. The ACU common academic calendar should approximate, as closely as possible, the calendar of the majority of other Australian universities in relevant states/territory, particularly in relation to the starting date of standard study periods.

4. The common academic calendar will consist of -

Standard study periods (semesters)

· Two standard study periods consisting of twelve weeks of teaching/class contact

· A one week mid-semester recess or study week, in line with the Universities Australia common vacation week schedule

· A one week pre-examination study week in each standard study period (semester)

· A three week official examination period for each standard study period (semester)

· A five week vacation/winter term between first and second semesters, one week of which should also coincide with the Universities Australia common vacation week schedule.

Non-standard study periods

· Non-standard study periods described as Summer Term A, Summer Term B, Autumn Term, Winter Term, Spring Term A and Spring Term B.

5.
Should a School wish to adopt an academic calendar different from the approved common academic calendar, it must justify the necessity for doing so:

· in the case of new courses or courses under review, at the time of course development and/or review;  or

· in the case of existing courses, to the Pro Vice-Chancellor (Academic) through the Academic Calendar Working Party by 31 July, for courses to be offered in the following year.

Normally, deviation from the common academic calendar will be approved only where necessitated by field/practical placement requirements, in recognition of the centrality of such requirements to the discipline and to associated registration/ accreditation requirements.

6.
Where, as a result of field/practical placement or other requirements, it is approved that a course requires a standard study period of greater than twelve weeks, commencement of that course-specific study period should where feasible be brought forward, in advance of the common commencement date, so as not to impact on the study period end date or examination period
.  Any such variation must be approved in accordance with Principle 5 above.  The common academic calendar will nevertheless provide the relevant timeline for application of the Academic Regulations and similar university requirements.

7.
In the case of a course that has field/practical placement or other requirements which impact on the ability of students to study units in other disciplines which adhere to the common academic calendar –

(a)
where such a course includes core or elective units from other disciplines –

(i)
it is the responsibility of the respective Heads of School, through consultation, to ensure that students can complete all educational requirements of the units offered according to the common academic calendar, notwithstanding the field/practical/clinical placement or other such requirements;

(ii)
consideration should be given to restricting elective choices or to providing advice on recommended electives, whose requirements can be appropriately managed.

(b)  in all such courses, the Course Co-ordinator should counsel students regarding the selection of units outside the discipline.  Particular attention should be paid to the situation of students undertaking dual degrees, where one of the courses has field/practical/clinical requirements which impact on students’ ability to study units in other disciplines during particular study periods.

8.
Where a course or unit which does not adhere to the common academic calendar or a unit taught in intensive mode requires classes to be conducted during the central examination period, use of facilities for central examination purposes takes precedence.  This may result in such a class being scheduled -

(a)
in facilities of a standard which is different from that specified for timetabling purposes;  or

(b)
at a different time.


9.
Academic calendars should be developed two years in advance.
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� See also the Principles Governing the Scheduling and Conduct of Central Examinations.
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