Policy on Integrity of Courses 

Preamble

Academic Board oversees the development, delivery and review of the University’s academic programs.  It has particular concern for the quality of the programs and of the processes for course development and review, and seeks to ensure the integrity and integrative Mission-focus
 of Australian Catholic University’s courses.  This ongoing appraisal reflects the strategic directions of the University and is informed by higher education and demographic developments and targeted needs of the wider community.

Principles

The following principles on integrity of courses guide the development, delivery and review of the University’s academic programs:

1.
The contribution of demonstrable discipline-based expertise is of key importance in ensuring the quality of academic courses at undergraduate and postgraduate levels.

2.
Faculties are encouraged to include, in each course, appropriate units from disciplines in other Faculties.

3.
Where units from a specific discipline are included in a course, procedures are to be adopted by the responsible Faculty(ies) to ensure collaboration between the relevant Schools so that the content, mode of teaching-learning and assessment procedures of the units are appropriate to the needs of the students undertaking that course.

4.
Such discipline units should be taught by academic staff with appropriate qualifications and demonstrable expertise in the relevant discipline (normally the teaching of these units would be the responsibility of the Faculty in which a given unit resides).

5.
Disciplines encompass genuine cross-disciplinary dialogue that respects the integrity of the disciplines concerned.

Guidelines for the implementation of this Policy during course development and review are found in the Policy on Course Approval, Amendment and Review – Accredited Higher Education Courses and the Policy on Course Approval, Amendment and Review – Non-Award Courses.
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� 	G McMullen, Report to Senate on the Implementation of Mission-focused Units, presented to the Australian Catholic University Senate, 26 July 2001.





