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DIGEST OF SENATE MEETING

HELD ON 29 MARCH 2007
IN THE COUNCIL ROOM, JAMES CARROLL BUILDING, MACKILLOP CAMPUS

40 EDWARD STREET, NORTH SYDNEY

Visit by Chancellor, University of Notre Dame Australia (UNDA)

At the invitation of the Chair, the Chancellor of UNDA, The Hon Justice Neville Owen, addressed Senate on the future plans of UNDA.  It was noted that UNDA is collaborating with ACU National in several areas:

· possible offering of a Graduate Certificate in Catholic Leadership and Culture in collaboration with Catholic Health Australia;


· potential partnership to renovate and occupy the Druids Wing at St Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne;


· a commitment to provide UNDA with teaching space for medical students at Aquinas Campus, Ballarat from 2010;


· potential collaboration in the area of Indigenous education.

Senate expressed the view that it was important for both institutions to co-operate with each other in the areas of education, nursing and the humanities.  Senate was reassured by Justice Owen’s commitment to foster collaboration and co-operation between UNDA and ACU and noted that both institutions are facing similar challenges, such as the implementation of RQF, the establishment of Universities Australia and AUQA.
Report on Student Finances
The Vice-Chancellor made reference to the recently-released AVCC report Australian University Student Finances 2006, a summary of findings from the national survey of students in the 37 Australian public universities conducted in 2006.  Senate noted the Vice-Chancellor has discussed the implications of the report for the University with the Dean of Students and that the issues of student poverty will be considered at the next meeting of the Core Planning Group.  The student Senator indicated that the report would be distributed to ACUNSA and discussions would be held on possible strategies to assist students finically with a view to making recommendations to the Vice-Chancellor through the Dean of Students.
Terms of Office of Senators
Senate endorsed a proposal to amend the Constitution of Australian Catholic University Limited to reflect three year terms for external and staff-elected Senate members, commencing from 2008.  A recommendation will be made to the Annual General Meeting of Members on 25 May accordingly.

Working Party to formulate terms of reference for review of the role and functions of State Chapters
Senate received a report from the Working Party established to formulate terms of reference for a review of the role and functions of State Chapters and noted that recommendations will be made to the next meeting of Senate.
2006 Statutory Accounts
Senate approved the 2006 statutory accounts and authorised their presentation to Members of Australian Catholic University Limited and to appropriate authorities.

Review of Academic Board Membership
The Chair of Academic Board reported that the Board is of the view that its current size (38), and the prospect of further professorial appointments in the near future, necessitates a review of the membership as its size is impacting negatively on the effectiveness of Academic Board.  Senate expressed support for the proposal to reduce the size of Academic Board.  A finalised proposal will be taken back to Senate for approval from Academic Board.
Graduate Certificate in Catholic Identity and Leadership – Curriculum Plan
Senate received and noted the curriculum plan for the Graduate Certificate in Catholic Identity and Leadership.

Honorary Title of Adjunct Professor
On the recommendation of the Ceremonial and Protocols Committee Senate:

· awarded the honorary title of Adjunct Professor to Professor Jo Anne Walton for a period of three years to 29 March 2010; and

· renewed the term of appointment of Dr Barbara Holland as Adjunct Professor for a further three year term to 29 March 2010.
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