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Past exam database now available
The Library, in conjunction with the Timetabling, Examinations and Results (TE&R) section of ACU National, has developed a database of past exam papers.  The database is available via ereserve (http://dlibrary.acu.edu.au/library/elreserve.htm) and contains exam papers from Semester 1, 2006.  Exam papers will be added at the end of each semester and will remain available for four semesters.  For more information contact TE&R at examinations@acu.edu.au.

The Learning Federation & WebCT

What is the Learning Federation?

The Learning Federation is an online collection of 1,200 K-12 curriculum resources covering a broad range of areas including mathematics, literacy, science, Australian studies, languages, design & technology, and business.  It is a joint initiative of the state and federal governments of Australia and New Zealand.  According to the Learning Federation website:

“The Le@rning Federation (TLF) is an exciting and innovative project that employs emerging technologies to produce world-class online curriculum content to encourage student learning and support teachers in Australian and New Zealand schools.

Online curriculum content is being developed in two formats: interactive multimedia learning objects and digital resources. All online content released to date is described in this website.”

http://www.thelearningfederation.edu.au
Two academic staff from ACU National, Evan Harris from McAuley and Greg Powell from Signadou have been involved in the development of the Learning Federation.

Who can use Learning Federation?

The resources within Learning Federation are available to all ACU National students and staff under a licence agreement that was signed in March 2005.
Access to the Learning Federation

The Learning Federation is administered by the Library.  It is housed on the Learning Edge, the learning object management system used by ACU National.  Currently it is available through the databases page of the Library web site. 

For the convenience of staff and students Learning Federation is also being made available from within WebCT.   There are two ways that the Learning Edge can be accessed from within WebCT:

1. Via the Campus Bookmarks which appear on the home page of WebCT - this will be accessible to all staff and students who have access to WebCT allowing them to find Learning Federation resources while in WebCT. 
2. Via the build mode of a WebCT unit - this will only be available to staff creating online units for use within their units.  It will allow staff to locate and easily insert Learning Federation resources within their WebCT units without leaving the WebCT environment.  

“Walk-in” access to databases
The Library will introduce ‘walk-in’ access to its databases in the near future.   Walk-in access means that alumni, students from other universities, reciprocal borrowers or members of the community who physically come into an ACU library will be able to access databases.  Whether a database is available for walk-in use is governed by the license issued by the database publisher or vendor.  Fortunately almost all of our library databases will be available to visitors.
Walk-in users will be issued with a generic login to use on computers within the library.  They will be able to access available databases from a link on the databases page of the library web site.  
CINAHL & SportDiscus move to Ebsco
Both CINAHL and SPORTDiscus have been acquired by Ebsco.  Once current hosting agreements, such as the one held by Ovid, have expired these databases will be exclusive to Ebsco.  Consequently, as of 2007 access to

the CINAHL and SPORTDiscus databases will move from Ovid to Ebsco.  Both databases are currently available via the Ebsco interface. Check them out by going to the Library web page – http://my.acu.edu.au/library - and clicking on Databases, then Quicklinks to databases.  Choose Ebsco or Ebsco Megafile Premier and scroll down the list of databases until you see CINAHL and SPORTDiscus.

Library shop at Strathfield campus
There’ll be no more panic when the Co-op is closed on the Strathfield campus!  Students can now use their library card to buy stationery in the library.  In its efforts to provide a better service, the library is now selling a range of stationery items including liquid paper, highlighters, pens and pencils, erasers, scissors, etc.  Any operating surplus will go back to the university’s general operating budget and will assist in improving services further.  The library also provides a self service binding facility.  For more information, contact the Loans Desk on level 1 of the Strathfield library.

Students in Ballarat have been able to purchase snacks using their Library cards for the past twelve months.
Refurbishments at Strathfield campus library
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“When we planned our refurbishments for Level 1 of the Strathfield library, we wanted a bright, friendly and energetic environment. We now have an Information Commons that incorporates workstations designed to reflect a sense of openness and movement whereby students are stimulated to engage in learning and have increased access to our expanding collection of electronic resources.” 

(Marianne Chauvet, Deputy Manager, Strathfield Library).
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Client survey 2006 results
Rodski Research is a company used by 34 Australian universities to conduct library client surveys – it provides a useful means of highlighting areas where improvement is required, benchmarking with other university libraries (most of the questions are the same) and tracking progress between surveys. The Library carried out its third Rodski survey of client satisfaction in May 2006. Our earlier surveys were conducted in May 2002 and May 2004.  As was the case in 2002 and 2004, the Library recorded the highest level of satisfaction rates in areas of performance relating to staff (“staff are friendly”, “staff treat me without discrimination”, “staff are professional”, etc.) and the lowest in areas to do with facilities and collections (“facilities for using personal laptops are adequate”, “number of computer workstations is adequate”, “quiet study areas are adequate”, “the library collection is adequate”, etc.). However the evaluation of the Library’s performance improved, sometimes considerably, in all areas for which weaknesses had been registered in 2002 and/or 2004.  A summary of the 2006 results can be found on the Library web site – http://my.acu.edu.au/library.

New nursing titles available via Ovid

The Library will soon expand its collection of electronic nursing and allied health journals by upgrading from Ovid's Nursing Full Text II to Ovid's LWW Premier Nursing Collection which contains 59 full text journals published by Lippincott on nursing and allied health.  All 14 titles from Nursing Full Text II appear in LWW Premier Nursing Collection.  Titles in the Premier Collection include Nursing Research, Nurse Educator, Nursing 2006, Advances in Nursing Science, Journal of Nursing Administration and Medicine & Science in Sports & Exercise.  For a complete title list see http://www.ovid.com/site/catalog/Group/2238.jsp?top=2&mid=3&bottom=7&subsection=12
About TLIYO newsletter

If you have anything to contribute to The Library in Your Office Newsletter, or you would like to suggest a topic to be covered, please contact Leticia Medwell (l.medwell@aquinas.acu.edu.au)
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