Australian Catholic University Honours Programs
PRO-FORMA FOR EXAMINER'S REPORT
This section to be completed by the head of school

Name of Candidate: _____________________________ Student number: _____________
Title of Thesis:  ____________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________ 

Supervising School(s): ________________________      Degree: _____________________

Credit Point Value of Thesis:  ______   Total Credit Point Value of Course: _________
Duration of Course (FTE) years:   ______   Date of Submission to examiner: __________
Name of Examiner: __________________________________________________________

Name of Institution:  _________________________________________________________
Head of school:________________    Signature: ____________________ Date: ________
Assessment criteria 
The grading of the thesis and its meaning:
	       High Distinction HD
	85 - 100


Work of exceptional quality showing clear understanding of subject matter and appreciation of issues; well formulated; arguments sustained; relevant literature referenced; marked evidence of creative ability and originality; high level of intellectual work. The thesis suggests excellent potential for future research work.

	Distinction DI   
	75 - 84


Work of good quality showing strong grasp of subject matter and appreciation of dominant issues though not necessarily of the finer points; arguments clearly developed; relevant literature referenced; evidence of creative ability; solid  intellectual work. The thesis suggests good potential for future research work.

	Credit CR
	65 - 74


Work of solid quality showing competent understanding of subject matter and appreciation of main issues though possibly with some lapses and inadequacies; arguments clearly developed and supported by references; some evidence of creative ability; well prepared and presented. The thesis suggests limited potential for future research work.

	Pass PA
	50 - 64


Range from a bare pass to a safe pass; adequate, but lacking breadth and depth; work generally has gaps; frequently work of this grade takes a simple factual approach and does not attempt to interpret the findings; at the lower end, indicates a need for considerable effort to achieve improvement. The thesis suggests little potential for future research work.

	Fail

	0 - 49


Unsatisfactory; this grade characterises work that shows a lack of understanding of the topic; inadequate in degree of relevance and/or completeness. The thesis does not suggest any potential for future research work.

______________________________________________________________

THIS SECTION TO BE COMPLETED BY THE EXAMINER
        YES
      NO
1.
I am willing to have my identity revealed to the supervisor

2.
I am willing to have my identity revealed to the candidate

3.    Summary recommendation on thesis:
After examination of the above thesis and in light of the accompanying report I recommend (tick one only of a, b, c or d):
(a)
That the student has met the thesis requirements and has passed without


amendment or further examination with a numerical result measured


against the following scale for grading the honours thesis
High Distinction

HD


85-100

Distinction

DI


75-84

Credit


CR


65-74

Pass


PA


50-64


Recommendation:


Please enter grade: ________        Numerical result: ________
(This category would include a thesis for which the examiner notes a relatively small number of typographical errors or other minor amendments to which the candidate would be expected to attend)

OR

(b)
That the student has met the thesis requirements and has passed with a numerical result measured against the following scale for grading the honours thesis, subject to minor changes, as recommended in the examiners’ reports, being made to the satisfaction of the Head of School, acting on the advice of the supervisor:

High Distinction

HD


85-100

Distinction

DI


75-84

Credit


CR


65-74

Pass


PA


50-64

         Recommendation:



Please enter Grade: ________   Numerical result:  _________

(This category would include a thesis for which the examiner notes a substantial number of typographical errors or other minor amendments requiring attention, or specific changes of substance which, in the opinion of the examiner, are not sufficient to justify deferral and re-examination)





OR
(c)
That the student has failed to meet the thesis requirements, but should be


permitted to revise and re-submit the thesis within one semester for


re-examination
(If selecting this category, the examiner is asked to indicate guidelines for the work of revision)
If you ticked (c), would you be prepared to re-examine the thesis if requested?
         Please circle:   YES     or    NO
                                                            OR
(d)
That the student has failed to meet the thesis requirements and has 

failed outright

(If specifying this category, the examiner is asked to support the recommendation as fully as possible)

Please enter recommended numerical result: ________  
___________________________________________________________________
Note:  The final grade and class of honours awarded is determined by the School Committee on the basis of results obtained for all units undertaken in the Honours course at Australian Catholic University, weighted according to their credit point value.
Item 8.6 of the Australian Catholic University Policy on Honours Programs states:  


Schools/Institutes will maintain written records of the criteria used for grading Honours students’ performance to facilitate comparability from year to year.  Written records of the considerations taken into account in reaching final grades for students will be maintained.

In making a detailed report on the thesis, comments and suggestions should be full enough to enable the University to gauge the quality of the thesis.  
The grounds for my recommendation are set out in the attached report.

_____________________________

________________________

(Signature of Examiner)


(Date)

Related Policy:

 Australian Catholic University Policy on Honours Programs at http://inet.acu.edu.au - ACU docs - Manual of Administrative Policies – Item 6.27

4.
EXAMINER’S REPORT:  

The following headings are provided as a guideline: 

(Please sign and number additional pages as required)
i. The clarity of the aims and the demonstrated significance of the study
ii. The breadth and depth of the survey of relevant literature and evidence of appropriate critical understandings

iii. The design and use of appropriate methodology to provide relevant insights and/or data

iv. Demonstration of critical analysis and perceptive scholarship to draw conclusions.  The extent of evidence of creative ability, originality and potential for future research
v. The accuracy and clarity of the literacy presentation of the thesis

vi. Any changes that should be made to the thesis before the degree is awarded
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