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What’s new in ACU libraries
Brisbane  
Banyo lost a valued staff member in Francesca Higgins who has transferred to North Sydney.  They are presently in the process of recruiting her replacement.

Strathfield  
The Library is undergoing minor renovations to address gaps identified by feedback from  the Rodski Survey.  Nine extra workstations have been installed on level 3 to provide increased access to computing facilities for students and help create a more user friendly and contemporary learning environment similar but on a smaller scale than level 1. Extra Express PC's on level 1 for students to check their email or print an assignment quickly or for a quick search and new benches have been designed for the online catalogues on all levels.  We also have better printing facilities via the installation of an extra release station on Level 1 in the library.  Rationalising of space in Technical Services has resulted in the availability of one extra Group Study Room.

As a result of further feedback from students and early (8am) start to lectures, we have also extended our opening hours during lecture weeks. We now open earlier  and we also open on Sunday afternoons, i.e.

7.45am to 8pm Monday - Thursday
7.45am - 5pm Friday
11am - 5pm  Saturday
12noon - 4pm Sunday
Students have also commented both verbally and via surveys on the physical environment of the library.  We are continually trying to make the library more appealing and provide a more comfortable study environment. The entire library has now been freshly painted and we have maintained a similar design and colour scheme on all three levels e.g. workstations, blinds, ergonomic chairs, work group tables, etc.   
An enthusiastic team of library staff have  landscaped the entrance to the library resulting a much more welcoming area.  All this has been achieved with the support of Campus Operations who have subsidised numerous projects.

Electronic Services Unit 
Rebecca Henson has joined the ESU.  Ewa Lilpop will now work full time for the ESU and has moved back to Strathfield after spending eighteen months at the Brisbane campus.

Walk-in access to databases
Walk-in-access to databases
In 2007 the Library will introduce “walk-in-access” 
allowing  visitors, including  prospective students, to access some of the library's databases (those with license agreements that permit this type of access). Walk-in-access will be available from specific computers in the Information Commons area on each campus. People requesting this service will be issued with a generic login which will allow access to sites within the ACU network, including the databases that allow such access.  All other internet access will be restricted.
Changes to Library lending policies
At its final meeting for 2006 the Library Committee approved a number of changes to our lending policies to take effect in the new year.

Staff Loans

At present all staff have a 28-day loan period and, while it is proposed to retain this as the basic loan period, a special category of semester loan has been introduced. This will be treated on a case-by-case basis and will allow an item be borrowed for a semester (with the item being due on 30 June or 31 December) but only with the approval of the local Lending Services Supervisor. 

At the same time the number of renewals allowed for staff has been increased to three and the limit on the number of items that could be borrowed at any one time has been increased from 30 to 40 (including inter-library loans).
It was reported to the Library Committee that some staff have been allowed to continue to borrow and access other Library services even though they have failed to return overdue material. The Committee decided that the policies should be firmly enforced and that borrowing privileges and other services will be withdrawn for any staff member who fails to return overdue material.

Postgraduate and Honours Students

All categories of postgraduate students and honours students have been given the same borrowing privileges as higher degree students. This will give them a 28-day loan (rather than a 14-day loan) and access to inter-library-loan services.  Among other things this will remove an anomaly whereby students in the same class might have different borrowing privileges (e.g., a master’s student and a graduate certificate student doing the same unit). 

Renewals

At present all students are allowed only one renewal. This has been increased to two.

Total Number of Items Borrowed

At present all students are limited to having 15 items on loan at any one time. When the new inter-library-loan module is introduced, the system will count inter-library-loans as loans (and so these will be included in the 15). Therefore the loan limit for all students who have access to inter-library-loan services (honours, postgraduate coursework and higher degree research students) will be increased to 20 items to alleviate any adverse effects of the new system. In practice this will give most of these students the capacity to borrow more books. 

Chris Sheargold

Director, Libraries
Changes to databases – some reminders

A number of databases previously available via Ovid are now available via Ebsco.  These databases are:

· CINAHL

· ERIC

· Medline

· SportDiscus

This means that if you have links to full text articles in any of these resources you will need to change them to link to the articles in Ebsco.  
Taylor and Francis have moved their resources to Informaworld.  You will need to change any links to full text to reflect this.

Social Work Abstracts and Philosopher’s Index will move to Ovid.

For more information contact your campus library.

Research Connect update
In March 2008, ACU will be asked to submit its best research from 2001-2006 for assessment in the first round of the federal government's Research Quality Framework (RQF). The library is developing the Research Connect repository for storing this research, and also for making selected parts of it available to the public.

This semester will see the opening of Research Connect for you to submit electronic copies of your research. Unlike the previous DEST data collections, we are also interested in any research-related material, whether it be magazine articles, public lectures, or interim reports.

If research you published between 1995 and 2000 has had a significant practical, cultural or societal impact, it is also relevant to the RQF. Start thinking now about what you will submit.
ABS resources in catalogue

The Library now provides simplified and better access to the huge collection of Australian statistics.  Simply search the catalogue for statistics in your area of interest and click on the Click to View at ABS icon to access statistics on the ABS web site.
Accessing library resources off campus – add EZproxy prefix

Just a reminder that when you are trying to access to full text material in the Library’s databases and eJournals from off campus you will need to ensure that the EZproxy prefix appears at front of each link.  

For example, if you set up an alert in a database and you get an email about an article with a link similar to the one below:

http://find.galegroup.com/itx/infomark.do?contentSet=IAC-Documents&docType=I

AC&type=retrieve&tabID=T002&prodId=EAIM&docId=A148002784&userGroupName=acuni

&version=1.0&searchType=BasicSearchForm&source=gale

you will not immediately be able to access the full text.  
You will need to add the EZproxy prefix first.
http://ezproxy.acu.edu.au:2048/login?url=http://find.galegroup.com/itx/infomark.do?contentSet=IAC-Documents&docType=I

AC&type=retrieve&tabID=T002&prodId=EAIM&docId=A148002784&userGroupName=acuni

&version=1.0&searchType=BasicSearchForm&source=gale

The above link will allow you to log in using your ACU username and password to access the full text.

For more information about links and accessing resources from home contact your campus library.

Library web site

The Library’s new web site has been designed to provide a fresh look and clearly organised information. It will become available shortly but we ask you to excuse us over the first few weeks while we add the finishing touches. 
About TLIYO Newsletter

If you have anything to contribute to The Library in Your Office Newsletter, or you would like to suggest a topic to be covered, please contact Leticia Medwell (l.medwell@aquinas.acu.edu.au)
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