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ACU Library is conducting a client survey between May 8th and 22nd. This is your opportunity to be heard - to tell us how well the Library is performing and how important you think particular services are. The survey will help us identify our strengths and weaknesses, which will assist us with future planning.

On May 8th you will have received an email with a link to an electronic version of the survey. Paper copies will also be available in each campus library. Your response to the survey will be anonymous.

On filling out the survey you will have the option of entering a separate draw to win a $100 music store gift voucher which will be offered on each campus.

We urge you to participate in this important initiative. Your opinions are valuable and will help us make the library at ACU work well for everyone.

If you have any enquiries regarding the survey process please contact Stuart Whelan on (03) 9953 3099, or 

email stuart.whelan@acu.edu.au
New eresources
Trial database – Web Citation Index

The Library is currently offering a trial of the new Web Citation Index from ISI.  Web Citation Index is an index of scholarly material with special coverage of subject-based and institutional-based repositories.  Coverage is from 2004 to the present and subjects include:

· Aerospace


· Artificial intelligence

· Biology

· Computer science

· Engineering

· Humanities

· Information systems

· Interdisciplinary applications

· Mathematics

· Medicine

· Physics

· Social sciences

· Software engineering

· and more…

The trial will run until October 20, 2006.  If you would like to try the Web Citation Index go to the Library web page 

– http://my.acu.edu.au/library and click on Databases then Trials.  Please forward any feedback about the database to Heather Pearsall, Manager, Electronic Services Unit (h.pearsall@mary.acu.edu.au)

ISI to release EndNote Web

EndNote Web, a web-based bibliographic tool for managing and citing references, looks set to be released by ISI, the makers of EndNote, in October 2006.  EndNote web will do all the things the regular EndNote software will do, with the added benefit of it being available online.  The Library will be assessing it along with other similar products as they become available.
Information literacy
Ever been disappointed in the quality of assignments submitted by your students?  Would you like to see a wider range of resources in your students’ reference lists?  Are you concerned about your students’ ability to identify scholarly material?  Want to encourage them to explore beyond Google?   The Library can help!

The term “information literacy” has been used in library circles for a number of years.  An information literate person is able to:

· Recognise a need for information and determine the nature and extent of the information needed

· Find the needed information effectively and efficiently

· Critically evaluate information and the information seeking process

· Manage information

· Apply prior knowledge and new information to construct concepts or create new understandings

· Use information with understanding and acknowledge cultural, ethical, economic, legal and social issues surrounding the use of information (Bundy, 2004).

Library staff at ACU National are committed to information literacy and firmly believe that information literacy skills can markedly improve the quality of student learning.  We believe that by helping students “learn how to learn” we can ensure their ability to be effective professionals and lifelong learners.

Most people involved in information literacy believe that these skills are best learned as part of the regular curriculum.  Whilst Library staff can, and do, offer stand alone sessions it is preferable that this information be 

passed on to students as part of their overall education and is especially useful if presented to them when they need it and is related to a particular assessment task(s).   If the skills are taught and reinforced over the duration of their study it is very likely that by the time they graduate they will have all that is required to ensure that they are prepared for lifelong learning.

You can find out more about information literacy by going to the Library web page – http://my.acu.edu.au/library and clicking on About Information Literacy (under Help & Training).  If you would like to talk to someone about how the Library might work with you to improve the information literacy of your students, please contact your campus library.

Bundy, A. (Ed.). (2004). Australian and New Zealand information literacy framework: Principles, standards and practice (2nd ed.). Adelaide: Australian and New Zealand Institute for Information Literacy.

(This article was originally published in the May 2005 issue of TLIYO Newsletter).
eresources for nursing & health

Blackwell Synergy - a multidisciplinary collection of over 800 ejournals, BS covers the areas of medicine and health sciences (including nursing).  BS provides an Online Early feature whereby complete, peer reviewed articles appear online before they appear in the print version of the journal.
CINAHL – the Cumulative Index to Nursing & Allied Health Literature is currently available via Ovid but will soon to move to Ebsco. CINAHL provides authoritative coverage of the literature related to nursing and allied health from 1982 to the present day. More than 1600 journals are regularly indexed. There are more than 18,000 records with full text. CINAHL is updated weekly and users can set up automatic alerts to notify them when new material in their area of interest has been added to the database.
Clinical Reference Systems - from Ebsco, this database offers thousands of essays covering nine major health related subjects. These include:
· adult health

· behavioral health

· cardiology

· eye

· drug and medication information

· pediatric health

· senior health

· women's health

· sports medicine.

Cochrane Library – is a collection of databases that contain high-quality, independent evidence to inform healthcare decision-making. Cochrane Reviews, from the Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews, identify an intervention for a disease or health care problem and determine whether or not this intervention works. The authors locate, appraise and synthesize evidence from as many relevant studies as possible and summarize the conclusions.  DARE, the Database of Abstracts of Reviews of Effects, is the only database to contain abstracts of systematic reviews that have been quality assessed. Each abstract includes a summary of the review together with a critical commentary about the overall quality of the review. The database is a key resource for busy decision makers and can be used for answering questions about the effects of specific interventions.  There are a number of other resources available from Cochrane. If you haven’t already had a look at the Cochrane Collection we recommend you do so.
Health Source: Nursing/Academic – another Ebsco resource, Health Source: Nursing/Academic provides access to around 550 scholarly, full text journals with a particluarly strong coverage of nursing and allied health. 
Expanded Academic – a multidisciplinary database, Expanded Academic indexes over 70 specialist nursing journals (some with full text) and many more in the allied health areas. A quiet achiever in the area of nursing and health, EA is worth consideration by nursing staff and students.
Joanna Briggs Institute - The Joanna Briggs Institute is part of the Royal Adelaide Hospital, and affiliated with the University of Adelaide.  The Institute was formed in recognition of a need for a collaborative approach to the evaluation of evidence from a diverse range of sources, and to disseminate the "best available" evidence into health care practice.  Resources from the Joanna Briggs Institute include:
· Best practice information sheets

· Systematic reviews

· Evaluation cycle reports

· Online practice manuals

· Clinical information service

Meditext – if you are looking for Australian medical information, Meditext is a useful resource.  Published by Informit, the online publishing arm of RMIT, Meditext is an indexing and full text database that provides access to journal articles on all aspects of health and medicine. It indexes over 160 journals 120 of which are comprehensively indexed. Approximately 75% of the journals have full text available.
Medline – available via Ovid, Medline is an international database covering medicine, nursing, dentistry, veterinary medicine, allied health and pre-clinical sciences, as well as being a major provider of biomedical information.  Whilst Medline is primarily a bibliographic database it does have some full text available.  Like CINAHL, Medline allows users to set up alerts to keep them abreast of new material appearing in the database in their field of interest.
Wiley Interscience – is another example of a multidisciplinary database that is useful for nursing students and staff.  Wiley provides access to the full text of over 100 journals in the area of medicine and healthcare.
About TLIYO newsletter

If you have anything to contribute to The Library in Your Office Newsletter, or you would like to suggest a topic to be covered, please contact Leticia Medwell (l.medwell@aquinas.acu.edu.au)
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