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Merry Christmas and a
 Happy New Year from all staff
 in the Library 
New eresources for 2006
In 2006 the Library plans to further enhance the quality of electronic resources provided to staff and students with the purchase of subscriptions to a number of new databases and full text journal collections.  Orders have been placed for all of the following:
Electronic journal collections
Project Muse (standard collection) – offers full-text, online access to over 300 high quality humanities, arts, and social sciences journals from 60 scholarly publishers.

Springer/Kluwer – more than 1200 peer reviewed, full-text journals in science, technology and medicine.

Brill Academic Publishers – approximately 60 scholarly, full-text journals covering a range of subjects with particular strengths in history, biblical and religious studies.

Science Direct – our remaining print titles from this publisher will be converted to electronic.

Databases

Catholic Periodical and Literature Index (via Ebsco) – abstracting index for articles published in Catholic periodicals, Papal documents, church promulgations and books about Catholic faith.  CPLI was available for most of 2005 as part of a free trial. 

Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts (via Ebsco) – provides indexing & abstracts for more than 600 journals, books, reports and conference proceedings in the area of library, information science and technology.

LegalTrac – indexes over 875 titles including major law reviews, legal newspapers, bar association journals and international legal journals.  109 titles are full-text.

Expanded Academic ASAP – our subscription has been upgraded from 10 users to unlimited access.

Libraries Australia - enables you to search across the combined catalogues of Australian libraries - national, state, public, university, TAFE and government - with one search.
Ebook collections

The Library is planning to expand the electronic book collection by purchasing a selection of titles from Ebook Library.  This collection was created specifically for academic and research libraries by a Western Australian publisher in collaboration with Curtin University.  It is a growing collection of multidisciplinary, scholarly ebooks from major publishers including Elsevier, Permagon, 

Allen & Unwin, Academic Press, CUP, Haworth, Routledge, OUP, McGraw Hill, CRC, Europa, Blackwell and many more.
You will be able to access these new and updated eresources in 2006 by going to the Library web page – http://inet.acu.edu.au/library and selecting Databases then the first letter of the resource title.

Get organised for 2006
 – things to do
December 2005

· Forward your 2006 unit outlines to the Library.

· Order texts or recommended readings required for first semester 2006.

· Book library skills/information literacy sessions for your summer school students.

· Check the copyright database to see if the material you require for summer school is available via ereserve.

· Email your ereserve contact to ask them to ensure these readings remain active or reactivate them for you.

January 2006

· Consider ways of incorporating information literacy strategies into your teaching and assessment in 2006.  If you’re not sure how, ask a librarian.

· Book information literacy/library information sessions for your new and returning students.

· Forward your 2006 unit outlines to the Library.

· Check the copyright database to see if the material you require for 2006 is available via ereserve.

· Email your ereserve contact and ask them to activate or reactivate the readings for you.

· Consider linking to articles in the Library’s full text databases from your ereserve page or online unit.  If you are not sure how, ask a librarian.

· Arrange for material to be placed on Course Reading.
Unit outlines, reading lists and the Library
In May this year the University’s Teaching and Learning Committee approved Guidelines for References in Current Unit Outlines.   The Guidelines set University wide standards (for both terminology and availability) so that students can be assured that the references that are important for the units they are studying are readily available to them. For example:
Text(s) and Recommended references must be available in the Library at each campus where the unit is offered.

Further references, defined as titles helpful for students who wish to perform at an outstanding level, must be available in at least one of the ACU campus libraries, though not necessarily in the campus library at which the unit is being offered. (Students can request them through the intercampus loan service.)
The Guidelines are item 6.24 in the Manual of Administrative Policies available on http://inet.acu.edu.au under ACUdocs.

It would be excellent if you start using these Guidelines for your 2006 units.  It would be helpful, also, if you would forward all unit outlines your campus library as soon as they become available. 
When you are updating your reading lists, you might like to take advantage of Global Books in Print (GBIP) which is available via the Library databases page.  GBIP provides full bibliographic details, a synopsis, reviews and stock information about current and forthcoming titles.   You can search GBIP for a particular title, or for material by a particular author, or you can browse titles in your area of interest.  

Similarly, the Library’s databases and ejournal collections provide access to current journal articles in your area of interest.  
For more information, or help in using GBIP or other Library resources, contact your campus library.

Off-campus? How can we help?
Library Focus Groups
Earlier this year, information services staff conducted a number of focus groups across the University to determine client feedback on how well the library was meeting their reference needs when they worked off-campus.  

The focus groups asked a number of questions of both staff and students.  These questions examined which resources were accessed off-campus, clients' experiences when accessing material off-campus, perceptions and use of the "Ask a Librarian" service, and explored which library resources would clients like to be able to use off-campus and whether services such as chat or SMS might be a useful delivery mechanism.  

We noted that, overall, clients were happy with the services they received when they were off-campus.  Although they don't use the Ask a Librarian service very much, it would appear that it is because it isn't always needed not because they were dissatisfied with it.  We also found that based on the focus group feedback, there appears little interest in a reference service provided by chat or SMS at this time.

There were a number of creative suggestions arising from the focus groups.  One suggestion was that there should be book deliveries to staff offices to save them having to come to the library.  There was also interest in more alert services for books and journals.  Students were interested in a "hold" service for books that are currently on the shelf and they wanted more lecture notes to be online.  Clients also raised a number of issues that concerned them about the off-campus library service and which caused them frustration.  The Information Services Committee is considering all of the feedback and we hope to act on all the suggestions we can in the near future.

Thanks to all library staff who ran the focus groups and all academic staff and students who participated in the groups.  Your feedback has been invaluable.
Rachael Bahl, Canberra
Library staff in focus

Narelle Love, from the Library, and Jo Reidy, from Academic Skills at the Melbourne campus recently presented a paper at the annual Information Literacy seminar held by the CAVAL Reference Interest Group (CRIG).  Narelle and Jo worked with Jacqueline Randle, from the School of Nursing at the Melbourne campus, on a project titled Foregrounding information literacy in order to prepare international students for unfamiliar assessment tasks in Australia.  You can find a copy of their presentation at: http://www.caval.edu.au/members/wpr/crig/pa/2005_papers.shtml
Google Scholar & SFX

Users of Google Scholar, who access the resource from an ACU National IP address, will notice a new Find it @ ACU link in their GS results list.  ACU National has recently registered with GS so that it can link through to the Library’s eresources and catalogue via SFX.  This means that you can search GS and use the Find it @ ACU link to determine whether the Library has access to an electronic copy of an item, or whether it is held in print in a campus library.
If you have anything to contribute to The Library in Your Office Newsletter, or you would like to suggest a topic to be covered, please contact Leticia Medwell (l.medwell@aquinas.acu.edu.au)

Back copies of the newsletter are available from The Library in Your Office web page – http://inet.acu.edu.au/library/tliyo
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