Application for a Carrick Citation for Outstanding Contribution to Student Learning

___________________________________________________________________________


Citation:
For an innovative, influential and sustained contribution to student learning in educational psychology and to teacher education through scholarship and publication
Teachers play a fundamental role in developing their pupils’ social-emotional, physical, cognitive and spiritual wellbeing and in creating a positive future for the children and young people in their care. As a university teacher educator for over 30 years, I seek to instil in my students a strong social responsibility for the children they will teach and a strong self belief that they can make a significant difference for these children, especially for those who are less engaged in learning and less connected to school. My sustained contribution to student learning, including the last 16 years at Australian Catholic University (ACU), encompasses undergraduate and postgraduate courses in special and gifted education, educational psychology, child studies, organisational psychology, behaviour and adjustment, wellbeing and inclusive schooling, school change and curriculum development. 

This citation application addresses criterion 2 and 5 using as a basis the ten teacher education books I have co-authored with Dr Helen McGrath (Deakin University) to facilitate my own students’ learning and to influence the wider educational community at both the national and international level. 

Development of curricula and resources that reflect a command of the field

All ten published books share the same goal: to synthesise contemporary educational policies, principles and research-based practices for enhancing undergraduate and postgraduate student teachers’ professional practice in improving diverse children’s capabilities for learning. The following ten book titles illustrate my sustained practice in the development of curricula and resources for this purpose:

2006. 
Bullying Solutions. Evidence-based Approaches to Bullying in Australian Schools. 
Sydney, Pearson Education.

2005. Eight Ways at Once. Multiple Intelligences + Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy=200 
Differentiated Classroom Strategies. Sydney, Pearson Education.

2005. 
Eight Ways at Once. Units of Work Based on Multiple Intelligences + Revised 
Bloom’s Taxonomy. Sydney, Pearson Education.

2003.
BOUNCE BACK! A Classroom Resiliency Program. Teacher’s Handbook.

2003.
BOUNCE BACK! A Classroom Resiliency Program. Teacher’s Resource Book. Level 
3. Upper Primary to Junior Secondary. Sydney, Pearson Education.

2003.
BOUNCE BACK! A Classroom Resiliency Program. Teacher’s Resource Book. Level 
2. Middle Primary. Sydney, Pearson Education.

2003.
BOUNCE BACK! A Classroom Resiliency Program. Teacher’s Resource Book. Level 
1. Junior Primary. Sydney, Pearson Education.

1998. 
Seven Ways at Once. Book 3. More Classroom Strategies and Units of Work Based 
on the Seven Intelligences. Melbourne, Longman Australia.

1995. 
Seven Ways at Once. Book 2. Units of Work Based on the Seven Intelligences. 
Melbourne, Longman Australia.

1995. 
Seven Ways at Once. Book 1. Classroom Strategies Based on the Seven 
Intelligences. 
Melbourne, Longman Australia.

1993.
Different Kids, Same Classroom. Making Mixed Ability Classes Really Work! 
Melbourne, Longman Australia.

The professional publication of these books by the world’s largest educational publisher, Pearson Education, means the books are read not only by my own students but also by students in other universities and the wider educational community, both nationally and internationally. International regard for the books is illustrated by Pearson UK currently selling six of the books and the French translation of Eight Ways At Once. These publications were proceeded by the following University publications: in 1978-88 Child Studies Manual. Applied Research Tasks, and in 1986 Behaviour and Adjustment. Resource Materials and Student Workbook. Victoria College (now part of Deakin University). 


My development of the Child Studies Manual with colleagues over ten years included a range of new and innovative applied child development research tasks to engage actively undergraduate Teacher Education students in work with children. The Behaviour and Adjustment Student Workbook was one of the first distance education units at Victoria College and it became the University model for effective distance education resources. These early publications enhanced my understanding of how innovative curricula resources can facilitate students’ deep learning through encouraging their application of educational psychological theory and research to their own teaching practice.

My first co-authored book, Different Kids, Same Classroom, is still in print and was written to meet the needs of my own students at ACU in the mandated undergraduate unit: Teaching Students with Special Needs (1991). Many students and teachers have told me over the years that this book has been the ‘bible’ for their practice. As one teacher writes: Your books are absolute MUST-HAVES for all teachers. My copy of Different Kids, Same Classroom is very dog-eared + post-it noted with a broken spine from continuous use. It is the one book I always have with me + the first book I advise others to get (Sandra Usher). 

The Seven Ways at Once Series of 3 books address the same theme of helping my students and others learn how to meet the diverse educational needs of children in schools. All books have been used widely not only by ACU students but students in other university Faculties of Education such as the University of New England, Deakin University and Flinders University. These books are recommended by Professor Howard Gardner (Harvard University) in his 1999 publication Intelligence Reframed. Multiple Intelligences (MI) for the 21st century and he names me as an Australian expert on MI. As a participator in the AERA’s 2003 international forum on research into MI, I presented a research paper which was later selected for a special International edition on MI for the Teachers’ College Record.

The two 2005 revisions titled Eight Ways at Once incorporate changes in the underpinning theoretical constructs and contemporary national educational policies as well as current research, including my own PhD research. My doctoral research from the University of Sydney titled Integrating Multiple Intelligences with a Revised Bloom’s Taxonomy: a new model for school reform documented teachers’ applications of our innovative matrix for curriculum planning in two primary schools. The relevance of this resource for my students’ understanding and in accommodating diverse learners in undergraduate units such as Teaching Students with Special Needs and Gifted Education is illustrated by the following  comment: It (the matrix) helps me to know that I am catering to all the needs in my class because I have a huge range and looking at the activities suggested by the different intelligences (MI) and the levels (of thinking) suggested by Bloom helps me to feel confident that I am catering to those needs. Another student talked about how it increased his confidence in teaching: The matrix helps me to clarify the whole thing in my mind. Just by looking at the matrix you can immediately see the different areas and the different levels and activities and how you are addressing the different intelligences and levels of thinking…. If it’s clear in my mind in the shape of the matrix, then it’s clear in my teaching.

The matrix has also been used by thousands of teachers, both nationally and internationally, and adapted as an e-learning tool (with acknowledgement) by Ryan and Frangenheim. Evidence of the matrix’s contemporary relevance for curriculum differentiation for educators in different countries is illustrated by frequent international requests for a copy. For example, Professor Jane Piirito, an esteemed US author in gifted education, recently sought permission to include the planning matrix in her own publication on curriculum differentiation. 

Developing innovative teaching and learning strategies for my books has facilitated my capacity to engage my students actively and model effective teaching for their own practice as illustrated by the following comments:

· Excellent, you really modelled best teaching practices to us. You used a variety of multiple intelligences strategies (to help me cater) for the variety of different learning styles. [EDTS 508, 2006] 

· Great. I really enjoyed the delivery mode. Many strategies will be extremely useful in my classroom. [EDTS 508, 2006]

The four BOUNCE BACK! books received an Award for Applied Community Research in 2003 from the Australian Psychological Society. The books also were rated in the top 5 of 64 Wellbeing teacher education resources rigorously evaluated by the Commonwealth Mental Health initiative of Kidsmatter, a publication distributed to all Australian schools in 2007. Kidsmatter responds to national documented concerns that 10-20% of Australian school children will experience a mental health problem by the end of high school. BOUNCE BACK! has been chosen by most schools in the Kidsmatter 2007 national research project as their preferred program. 

My 2006 paper titled Teacher Education in Weaving Wellbeing into the School Curriculum published in Education Connect (a Government teacher education journal) overviews the content, processes and assessment of one of my postgraduate units (EDTS 508) where the BOUNCE BACK! Handbook is the unit text. These resources are highly valued by my own students: The only course text that I have had to buy that is actually worth it, one student tells me.  Another writes: Very worthwhile book with a lot of useful teaching strategies and theoretical and research information, and a third: Excellent text! Clear and concise strategies which can be transferred to the classroom with ease and maximum impact. 

I am also co-editor of Bullying Solutions, author of the chapter titled: Core Components of a School-Wide Safe Schools Curriculum and co-author of the Book’s Introduction. The national significance of Bullying Solutions is reflected in its joint launch by Dr Brendan Nelson, then Federal Minister of Education and Jacinta Allan, the Victorian Minister for Educational Services at the National Coalition against Bullying (NCAB) 2005 Conference. At the launch Dr Nelson encouraged all teachers to acquire a copy of the book and Ms Allan announced that her Department had purchased Bullying Solutions for every State school. All book royalties go to NCAB to support its work in helping schools become safer places. The book serves as an excellent resource for my own and other universities’ teaching of undergraduate and postgraduate students. The high regard for how my publications inform my university teaching is illustrated by the request from Melbourne’s Catholic Education Office that I teach interstate in their sponsored course in Inclusive Schooling at ACU. 

Scholarly activities that have influenced and enhanced learning and teaching

My scholarly publications have not only informed and enriched my university teaching but have led to frequent invitations to present keynote addresses at national and international conferences, as well as consultancy work for all school systems (State, Independent and Catholic). Examples of my keynote addresses over the last two years include:

· NSW: Teachers’ Guild’s annual conference, ‘Teaching Tools for Academic Care’

· NSW: Department of Education Principals’ conference, Hunter Region: ‘Leading and Sustaining School-wide Wellbeing and Resilience for Student and Staff Success’
· National: Association for Heads of Independent Schools of Australasia Pastoral Care Conference: ‘Academic Care’ 

· Queensland: Cairns Catholic Schools Diocesan Day, ‘Responding to All’

· Queensland: Association of Catholic Secondary Schools annual conference, ‘Resilience for Students and Teachers’

· Western Australia: Principals conference for Education Department of Western Australia at Kalgoolie, ‘Leading Change - Sustaining and Supporting Curriculum and Welfare Initiatives’ 

· Victoria: Catholic Education Office Melbourne, Wellbeing conference: ’Hooray It’s Monday! Enhancing School-wide Wellbeing and Resilience for Student and Staff Success’ (podcast for The University of Melbourne website)

It is rewarding to receive feedback that suggests my work motivates, and impacts directly on others’ teaching: Over and over you were mentioned by name as excellent and inspirational. So you have motivated participants to weave wellbeing into the curriculum! Well done.  [Meredyth Howard, Convenor, 2006  AIS Early Childhood Conference]
International keynote invitations include the 2005 Independent Schools conference at Rhodes University in South Africa and the 2006 Resource Teachers conference in New Zealand. My international professional development of teachers includes Jordan in 2001 and 2003, New Zealand in 2003, 2004 and 2006, Mauritius in 2004 and 2005 and Scotland in 2007 and an invitation to return in 2008. Recent invited publications include my 2005 Vision of a Child Friendly Community for the University of Western Sydney; a 2005 article ‘Helping children and families ‘bounce back’ for the Australian Family Physician, with a 32,000 circulation to GPs [www.globalfamilydoctor.com/search/], and an invitation to be a guest editor for a special edition in 2008 on wellbeing for the British Psychological Society’s Journal of Educational and Child Psychology. These national and international invitations to present at conferences and to write and edit scholarly publications illustrate recognition for my scholarship in the wider community.
Conclusion

The sustained process of writing highly acclaimed teacher resource books and articles over 25 years demonstrates my scholarly command in educational psychology and my skills in communicating up-to-date research in a way that is accessible and influential on my students’ learning, and also to teachers and lecturers both nationally and internationally. Recognition for my capacity to impact on student learning is demonstrated by my ACU Excellence in Teaching Award and by my selection as one of 40 academics chosen from 2,000 nominees for the National Innovative University Teaching project [Ballantyne, R., Bain, J. & Packer, J. (1997) Reflecting on University Teaching. Academics' Stories. Aus Govt Printer]. The following student unit evaluation comments illustrate my impact on their learning and the importance of their learning for their own pupils’ learning and social-emotional wellbeing: 
· There will be many ideas coming back to my work place to enhance my own students’ wellbeing. Would love to do more work on topics like this or similar. [EDAC618, 2006] 

· A huge leap in understanding about myself and others. Many things I have learnt I would like to implement in school(s). I will continue to seek out information, readings etc because I feel it is one of the most important ‘learnings’ I have gained in life so far. Many thanks. [EDAC618, 2006] 

· I have developed a greater understanding of my own ability, how I see the world, and how I can make a difference. [TS508, 2007]

· I have been empowered. [TS508, 2007]

· This is the only unit I have participated in that has made an impact on my personal life and my professional life. It has been extremely relevant and has made a huge impact on the way I am living my life. Thankyou. [EDAC618, 2007]
The goal of all my scholarship is to provide evidence-based guidelines on the art of good teaching and the science of learning to help my students and the wider educational community develop in school children the academic and social-emotional skills that are crucial to their success in the 21st century.
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