SCIENCE

1. Macquarie University

LP0989264   A/Prof QA Parker; A/Prof DH McKinnon; Prof JG Hedberg; Dr L Danaia; Dr J DeCourcy

Approved Project Title Space to Grow: The Faulkes Telescope and improving science engagement in schools
2009 :   $ 120,000

2010 :   $ 90,000

2011 :   $ 102,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

APDI             Dr L Danaia

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Catholic Education, Diocese of Parramatta

Las Cumbres Observatory Inc.

Catholic Education, Diocese of Bathurst

Department of Education and Training

Project Summary

Exceptional opportunities exist to engage, develop and enrich science students and their teachers through access to the cutting-edge Faulkes Telescopes (FTs). The FT South (sited in Australia) is the world's largest dedicated to educational use with Australia enjoying a 15% share as the host country of this exceptional educational initiative. Operated remotely via the internet, the FT provides natural links to ICT, on-line learning, physics, astronomy and mathematics. Given appropriate support, it can play a valuable role in re-engaging students in science and enhancing science education and literacy outcomes in Australian schools over the next 20 years.

2. LP0989246 Prof JJ Loughran; Dr AK Berry; A/Prof DJ Corrigan; Mr S Keast; Dr I Mitchell

Approved Project Title Engaging science students' hearts and minds: Researching science teachers' professional learning in the development of contemporary understandings of scientific literacy
2009 : $ 108,000

2010 : $ 88,000

2011 : $ 102,000

Primary RFCD 3303 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHERS

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Catholic Education office

Project Summary

This project will develop, support and value the work of science teachers in developing students' scientific literacy and share the subsequent knowledge gains in the educational community to positively advance quality teaching and learning in school science. Improving science teaching and learning hinges on offering new ways of responding to the problems inherent in teaching science in the 21st century. By supporting and encouraging the creative and innovative ideas, concepts and approaches to quality science teaching and learning embedded in teachers' professional learning the development of the critical knowledge for challenging the status-quo will be advanced.

3. The University of Western Australia
LP0989409 Prof GJ Venville; Dr NE Longnecker; Prof LJ Rennie

Approved Project Title Beyond the Beaker: Maximising the Impact of a Science Careers Program on High School Students' Attitudes towards Science
2009 : $ 70,000

2010 : $ 65,000

2011 : $ 65,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

APA(I) Award(s): 1

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Scitech Discovery Centre

Chevron Australia Pty Ltd

Project Summary

The falling numbers of young people choosing to pursue the study of science has become a matter of national debate and societal concern. Australia's international competitiveness is increasingly dependent on high-level, science-based technical skills, knowledge and innovation. This research will inform the national impetus required from government, business and education sectors to take action by providing research-informed models about how to positively influence students' attitudes towards science and science subject selection. These models will provide critical information about how to secure the next generation of scientists in Australia and a science skilled and knowledgeable workforce and general population.

4. Curtin University of Technology

DP0987155 A/Prof PC Taylor; Prof DL Fisher; Dr E Settelmaier

Approved Project Title Sustainable' sustainability: Preparing Australia's future citizens for informed decision-making through socially responsible science education
2009 : $ 35,000

2010 : $ 40,000

2011 : $ 40,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

Project Summary

This educational study addresses sustainability as a national priority. It focuses on secondary students as future decision makers through developing their ability to respond effectively to national sustainability issues by engaging in dilemma-based science and values learning. Socially responsible science education promotes knowledge and scientific literacy skills. Benefits to the community include application of research results to schools, education systems, and universities whose long-term ability to conduct world-class scientific research will partly be dependent on improvements in school science. Since priority research funding promotes science and sustainability research, science education in schools should progress commensurately.

5. Curtin University of Technology
DP0986694 Prof DF Treagust; Prof BG Waldrip; Prof VR Prain; A/Prof MG Zadnik

Approved Project Title Using multiple representations for systematic assessment to improve learning in secondary school science

2009 : $ 100,000

2010 : $ 70,000

2011 : $ 70,000

Primary RFCD 3001 SOIL AND WATER SCIENCES

Administering Organisation   Curtin University of Technology

Project Summary

Coupled with the priority of future prosperity and health of Australia; this project aims to establish a body of research that facilitates excellence in assessing learning. Research studies have identified concerns about the nature and effectiveness of assessment practices. This project, by taking an innovative perspective on assessment issues in secondary science, when students’ future plans geminate, has the potential to lay the foundation for more effective learning, increased retention into post-compulsory science and enhanced science literacy. By focusing on effective representational assessment strategies, the project has the capacity to enhance teachers' pedagogy and student learning, resulting in a more scientific literate society.

6. Queensland University of Technology
DP0984394 A/Prof S Ritchie; Dr P Hudson; Prof W Roth; Prof KG Tobin

Approved Project Title Emotional Transitions: Exploring Professional Transitions of Science Teachers

2009 : $ 80,000

2010 : $ 90,000

2011 : $ 80,000

Primary RFCD 3303 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHERS

Administering Organisation   Queensland University of Technology

Project Summary

Research most needed to inform policy and practice for improving teacher education and the retention of new-science teachers is that which captures the experiences and development of the new teacher, particularly in the critical transition period from university to full-time work in schools. This period is fundamental to becoming a satisfied and effective teacher. Our study contributes significantly to national concerns for quality-teacher education by providing new insights into the emotions and identities of transitioning-science teachers in practice. The proposed study also models innovative procedures that can enrich subsequent longitudinal studies of teacher transitions and impact of teacher-education programs.

7. Queensland University of Technology
DP0984349 A/Prof JJ Watters; Prof CM Diezmann

Approved Project Title The role of subject-matter knowledge in teaching science and mathematics: Practices of teachers with advanced qualifications in the sciences

2009 : $ 70,000

2010 : $ 50,000

2011 : $ 50,000

Primary RFCD 3303 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHERS

Project Summary

High quality science and mathematics education is central to economic prosperity. This study will achieve two outcomes. Firstly, it explores the importance of subject matter knowledge in teaching. Much has been studied about the knowledge of teachers but limited research has been conducted with teachers who have substantial subject-matter knowledge. These findings will inform the current debate about the appropriate models of teacher education and the balance of emphasis on content knowledge and pedagogical knowledge. Secondly, given a number of attempts to attract mid career professionals with high qualifications to teaching, the study will provide evidence on how these people transition to their new careers and what support is needed.

QUALITY TEACHING
1. The University of Newcastle

LP0990068 Prof JM Gore; Dr WA Amosa; Dr A Bracken

Approved Project Title Effective Implementation of Pedagogical Reform
2009 :   $ 65,000

2010 :  $ 50,000

2011 :  $ 56,000

2012 :   $ 56,000

Primary RFCD 3303 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHERS

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Catholic Education Office, Diocese of Parramatta

Project Summary

A central challenge faced by nations around the globe is how to maximise the quality of teaching, since the quality of teaching itself is the main contributor to student achievement. Building on an internationally recognised model for Quality Teaching, this collaborative project promises to advance national initiatives in improving teaching quality and improve Australia's international status in the provision of quality education for all school students.

2. Queensland University of Technology
LP0989526 Prof A Luke; Dr AF Woods; Dr JE McCollow; Mr P Herschell; Ms LL McFarlane; Ms JL Chee

Approved Project Title What teachers do with the official curriculum: A quantitative study of factors influencing the curriculum-in-use
2009 : $ 100,000

2010 : $ 100,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

APA(I) Award(s): 1

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Queensland Studies Authority

Queensland Teachers' Union

Administering Organisation   Queensland University of Technology

Project Summary

The Federal Government has declared 'the education revolution' as a key focus of reform. In response to public debate, it has called for a National Curriculum and a policy focus on teacher quality. This project is the first large-scale state survey of teacher engagement with and use of official curriculum documents. It will document how teacher expertise and preparation, systemic and professional support influences how teachers interpret and use the curriculum. The project will provide a new evidence-base for state and national policy reform in: curriculum, teacher education, and professional development.
ARTS EDUCATION
1. The University of Sydney
LP0989687 A/Prof AJ Martin; Dr MJ Anderson; Dr R Gibson; Dr DR Sudmalis

Approved Project Title The Role of Arts Education in Academic Motivation, Engagement, and Achievement

2009 :   $ 120,000

2010 :   $ 124,000

2011 :   $ 100,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

APA(I) Award(s): 2

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Australia Council for the Arts

Project Summary

Research is needed to examine the impact of arts education on students' motivation, engagement, and achievement. Findings will help better direct funding and policy to arts education that makes a real difference in the academic and non-academic lives of children and young people. In the school context, findings will link directly to aspects of arts education and achievement motivation that enhance educational attainment, reduce disengagement, and instil greater satisfaction with school life. At a national level, findings will provide an evidence base for the integrated development of cultural, educational and social capital that better enable Australia to contribute to leadership and advocacy in the arts internationally.

2. The University of Qld
DP0988312 Prof MS Barrett

Approved Project Title Eminence perspectives: Case studies of the pedagogy of creative thought and practice in music
2009 : $ 70,000

2010 : $ 40,000

2011 : $ 50,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

The arts play a crucial role in the cultural, social and economic fabric of Australian society. However, the pedagogies that develop creative thought and practice within and/or across domains of arts activity are not well understood. This project will provide significant national benefit through the identification of learning and teaching practices, dispositions and environments that foster creativity and innovation in music. The project findings will provide new knowledge concerning eminence approaches to pedagogy in music, inform the development of creativity and innovation in domains of arts practice, and contribute to the further development of Australia's cultural community.

STUDENTS
1. The University of Western Sydney
LP0989479 Prof MH Vickers; Dr K Barker; A/Prof RW Perry; Prof SB Dockett; Mr M Hyam

Approved Project Title Staying on at school: strategies for increasing high school completion rates in low-retention regions of NSW
2009 :  $ 141,000

2010 : $ 127,000

2011 : $ 133,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

NSW Department of Education and Training

Project Summary

Leaving school early has been shown to have detrimental effects on the life chances, well being and health of young people and their communities. Despite this, a significant portion of today's youth chooses to leave school early. Unfortunately, little is understood about the processes and factors involved in the decision to leave school, and hence schools and systems are uncertain about how to decrease dropping out. Understanding the processes and factors involved in the decision to leave school early, and identifying the basis for between-school differences, will assist in the development of programs and curricula that will be more successful in increasing retention rates, hence enhancing the skill base of Australia's youth.

ICT
1. Monash University

LP0989469 A/Prof J Fisher; Dr C Lang; A/Prof HJ Forgasz; Mrs A Craig; Ms RT Ellul; Ms B Harlos

Approved Project Title Digital Divas: Designing approaches to enthuse girls' interest in ICT studies and ICT careers
2009 : $ 102,000

2010 : $ 80,000

2011 : $ 87,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

APA(I) Award(s): 1

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Department of Education and Early Childhood Development

VicICT for Women Network

Australian Computer Society

Netspace Online Systems

Brentwood Secondary College

Project Summary

A strong information and communications technology (ICT) industry, a skilled ICT workforce and excellence in ICT research is vital to Australia's future. However, girls' interest in ICT, and the numbers of women entering the ICT workforce, are at record lows, while Industry skills are critically short. Digital Divas will pioneer a program to build girls' ICT skills and confidence, increasing their motivation to study ICT and enter the ICT workforce. The benefits of education will be maximised by addressing the gender digital divide evident in classrooms, universities and professions.

MATHEMATICS
1. Queensland University of Technology

LP0989663 Prof TJ Cooper; Dr AR Baturo; Dr CJ Matthews; Mr RN Weatherall; Mr MJ McCarthy; Ms WA Lang; Ms SA Armstrong

Approved Project Title Skilling Indigenous Australia: Effective numeracy learning for employment by regional and remote Indigenous students in vocational education and training courses
2009 : $ 221,000

2010 : $ 207,000

2011 : $ 213,000

2012 : $ 196,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

APA(I) Award(s): 1

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Department of Education, Training and the Arts

Tropical North Queensland Institute of TAFE
Barrier Reef Institute of TAFE
Construction Skills Queensland

Kirwan State High School

Wadja Wadja High School

Tagai State College

Shalom Christian College and Primary School

Northern Peninsula Area State College

Mount Isa Institute of TAFE
Project Summary

Increasing levels of Indigenous VET certification will enable Indigenous inclusion in local labour markets, which are currently experiencing skills shortages in education, health, construction and mining. This will reduce welfare dependence and the need for intervention programs, in turn improving Australia's economic activity. This project is a significant collaboration between schools, TAFEs and Industry representatives that service remote areas, which aims to develop a theory about effective numeracy instruction. This theoretical framework will provide strategies for VET teachers and supervisors to facilitate Indigenous student's numeracy learning in a manner that is culturally empowering, builds pride and sustains community linkages.

2. Queensland University of Technology
LP0989152 Prof LD English; Dr LA Dawes; Dr P Hudson; Mr T Byers; Mr R Broadhead; Mr MK Carter; Dr J Szymczyk

Approved Project Title    Implementing Engineering Experiences in the Middle School
2009 : $ 62,000

2010 : $ 48,000

2011 : $ 55,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

Collaborating/Partner Organisation(s)

Anglican Church Grammar School

Somerville House

Grace Lutheran College

Department of Main Roads

Project Summary

Engineering and science are increasingly recognized as enablers for invention, innovation, and economic growth.  Advances in these domains that improve society will increasingly depend on our ability to educate school students about the world of engineering prior to entering university. The study's national benefits include: exposing young students to the world of engineering and its rich career opportunities; showcasing engineering for female students;  promoting mathematics and science as key enabling subjects for engineering; addressing national research priorities including an environmentally sustainable Australia; and engaging engineers and educators, including undergraduates, in seminal collaborative research and resource development.

.
3. Charles Sturt University

DP0987253 Prof TJ Lowrie; Prof RL Zevenbergen

Approved Project Title Mathematics in the digital age: Reframing learning opportunities for disadvantaged Indigenous and rural students
2009 : $ 90,000

2010 : $ 30,000

2011 : $ 50,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

Administering Organisation     Charles Sturt University

Project Summary

This project offers considerable scope for revisioning mathematics curriculum for our most disadvantaged students, as they come to terms with learning in a digital age. Moreover, it will provide opportunities for Indigenous students, and other disadvantaged cohorts, to have improved access to digital technologies that have the potential to enhance their mathematical understandings. The project will inform policy makers about the economic viability of investing in digital resources that have the potential to enhance mathematics outcomes, and thus contribute to the national endeavour of reducing the gap between these disadvantaged cohorts and other children across Australia.

4. Australian Catholic University

DP0987737 Prof EA Warren; Prof TJ Cooper

Approved Project Title Young student's generalisation in arithmetic and algebra: patterns and mathematical structure
2009 : $ 60,000

2010 : $ 40,000

2011 : $ 40,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

Project Summary

The ability to generalise is at the heart of the development of most computer based mathematical models, models utilised to assist us in addressing our National Research Priorities. The short fall of scientists and mathematicians is a national concern. These issues begin at an early age. Presently, increasingly more young students are making minimal progress on numeracy measures and consequently failing to engage in higher levels of mathematics. The basis for this problem is experiential. This research promotes in-depth understanding of how young students generalise mathematics in the early years, thus allowing them access to the powerful ideas of algebra, leading to improved outcomes in mathematics.

5. Deakin University

DP0986955 Dr G Williams

Approved Project Title The role of optimism in collaborative problem-solving in mathematics: Building problem solving capacity
2009 : $ 100,000

2010 : $ 70,000

2011 : $ 70,000

2012 : $ 58,943

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

APD Dr G Williams

Project Summary

Integration of psychological and educational approaches is the strength of this proposal. The notion that student optimism may be key to strengthening problem-solving capacity in mathematics is new and exciting. Creative thinking, problem solving, and mathematical proficiency are surely critical resources for Australia's future.  Understanding how these human resources are nurtured and enhanced informs pedagogies to increase academic performance. Whilst providing pedagogical insights, this study also informs the building of adolescent well-being, and the stimulating of interest in mathematics in 'ideas workers' for Australia's future-three outcomes advantageous to Australian society and the economy.

6. Queensland University of Technology

DP0984178 Prof LD English; Prof RB Lesh

Approved Project Title Restructuring Statistical Reasoning in the Early School Years: A Longitudinal Study of Data Modelling

2009 : $ 140,000

2010 : $ 95,000

2011 : $ 95,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

Project Summary

Research Priority 2 (the goal, Strengthening Australia's Social and Economic Fabric) is targeted. By providing young learners with the foundations of data modelling, which has been ignored in early curricula, the study will sow the seeds for productive participation in a data-driven society and effective use of its increasingly complex economic and social systems. The foundational statistical ideas and processes to be developed will lay the groundwork for further studies in the key curriculum areas, 'chance and data,' 'probability and statistics,' 'science and society,' and 'life and living.' Professional gains include knowledge of ways to implement mathematical and scientific experiences that capitalise on young children's potential.

HIGHER EDUCATION
1. The University of Newcastle
DP0987446 Prof SF Bourke; Dr RH Cantwell; Dr JJ Scevak; A/Prof AP Holbrook

Approved Project Title Influences of metacognitive beliefs on success in PhD candidature
2009 : $ 80,000

2010 : $ 50,000

2011 : $ 60,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

In a knowledge-fuelled world our dependence on professionals is acute. There is an imperative to gain

fundamental information about how adult learners approach and surmount obstacles to learning in complex situations. Persistence of major gaps in our knowledge about professional learning is a concern particularly in high stakes research degrees such as the PhD. Drawing on candidates from Australia and overseas this project will shed light on what until now have been the 'invisible processes' that have led to the visible results of both successful and problematic doctoral candidature. The findings will provide direction for stakeholders, impact on global debates about doctoral quality, and enhance research capacity.

2. The University of Sydney

DP0988307 Prof P Goodyear; Dr L Markauskaite

Approved Project Title Professional learning for knowledgeable action and innovation: The development of epistemic fluency in higher education
2009 : $ 70,000

2010 : $ 80,000

2011 : $ 70,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

The ability to work effectively with complex knowledge, as a member of a multidisciplinary team, is essential for many areas of professional practice and in other areas of graduate work. Little is known about the abilities that allow individuals, teams and professional communities to work effectively with complex knowledge. The project will therefore help understand some key aspects of innovation and of knowledge-intensive work. This has implications for individual employability, the competitiveness of Australian firms in a global economy and the ability of Australian organizations to innovate and improve, using the best available evidence. Project outcomes will be able to inform the enhancement of professional education.

3. The University of Sydney

DP0988334 Prof P Goodyear; A/Prof RA Ellis; Prof MT Prosser

Approved Project Title Learning through inquiry in Higher Education
2009 : $ 170,000

2010 : $ 130,000

2011 : $ 125,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

This project can make a significant contribution to socioeconomic well-being. It addresses a major dilemma in higher education practice. It focuses on learning through inquiry - an approach to education that many claim is particularly appropriate for training graduates for knowledge work in the 21st Century. Our project makes a timely intervention by providing broad-based evidence that can inform debates about the future direction of this area of higher education. In practical terms, take-up of the outcomes of this project can improve the quality of Australian higher education, as well as the knowledge and skills of graduates entering the Australian workforce. It helps understand what is involved in promoting an innovation culture.

4. The University of Sydney

DP0988108 Prof M Singh; Dr J Han

Approved Project Title Extending the capabilities of argumentative Chinese students: Enhancing Australia's pedagogical capacity for engaging China through internationalising research education

2009 : $ 70,000

2010 : $ 40,000

2011 : $ 50,000

Primary RFCD 3303 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF TEACHERS

Project Summary

In 2007, 90,000 students from China were studying in Australia. This represents 23% of Australia's international students. This project will improve Australia's capacity for engaging China by producing an innovative framework for teaching mainland Chinese research students. It will explore the educational value of engaging these students' Chinese intellectual heritage; their communicative abilities in English and Chinese, and the knowledge they access via digital technologies. Australia's knowledge about the internationalisation of its research education and developmental, cooperative approaches to research will be increased. This will enhance Australia's capacity for research-based engagement with the educational culture of China.

5. The University of Wollongong

DP0986748 Dr SJ Bennett; Dr KA Maton

Approved Project Title Living and Learning in a Knowledge Society: The implications of young adults' knowledge-creating practices for higher education

2009 : $ 40,000

2010 : $ 40,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

As society moves into a new era, knowledge creation has become vital to Australia's participation in global society.  Knowledge creation fuels innovation and economic prosperity, and fosters social cohesion through new forms of community engagement. Young adults play an important role in our society as the next generation of knowledge workers, with many already active knowledge creators in their everyday and academic lives. By investigating how young adults create knowledge across these diverse contexts, this research will provide important practical insights for educators and policy-makers who are trying to determine the role of higher education in a knowledge society.

6. Murdoch University

DP0986867 Prof SE Volet

Approved Project Title Productive co-regulation of learning at university: A situative approach

2009 : $ 70,000

2010 : $ 45,000

2011 : $ 45,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

Fostering graduates' capacity to learn productively from and with professional peers is of educational and economic significance for professional education and for the workplace. The research will establish how learning from clinical cases in interactions with a group of peers at university can be enhanced, with direct benefits for conceptual understanding and professional practice. Social benefits are also expected from broadening individual approaches to study to include preparation for the social nature of work.

7. Murdoch University
DP0986901 Prof SE Volet; Dr F Fozdar

Approved Project Title Fostering the development of intercultural confidence as an integral part of university education

2009 : $ 60,000

2010 : $ 40,000

2011 : $ 40,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

A better understanding of the opportunities created by social and cultural diversity in the context of internationalisation of higher education can lead to substantial educational and social benefits. The research will provide a conceptual basis for the development of innovative teaching practices, which capitalise on diversity to enhance all students', international and domestic, preparation for professional practice. It directly addresses the national research priority of enhancing Australia's capacity to interpret and engage with its regional and global environment, through greater reciprocal understanding of the interface of diverse cultures and societies.

TEACHER QUALITY
1. The University of Sydney
DP0988123 Prof PR Freebody; Prof JR Martin; Dr KA Maton

Approved Project Title Disciplinarity, knowledge and schooling: Analysing and improving integrated, cumulative learning in classrooms
2009 : $ 150,000

2010 : $ 130,000

2011 : $ 80,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

Project Summary

For Australia to enhance its educational and professional standing, it needs growing levels of intellectual expertise and flexibility among school graduates, who now operate in workplaces that are rapidly evolving intellectually and technologically. This project will contribute to research, debate, and practice, by focusing on sustained integrated knowledge-building, but it also aims to offer practitioners and authorities an enhanced, locally-grown evidence for educational decisions, practice, and policy. While the motivations for the project are theoretical, professional, and methodological, they arise from a recognition of the economic and cultural importance of intellectually strong citizens in an increasingly demanding global setting. 

2. DP0987614 Dr HM Watt; Dr PW Richardson

Approved Project Title Early career teachers' personal wellbeing and professional commitment
2009 : $ 100,000

2010 : $ 80,000

2011 : $ 80,000

2012 : $ 60,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Administering Organisation   Monash University

Project Summary

Australia is facing retention difficulties in the teaching profession which will increase staffing and financial burdens on the educational and wider community. This project will document the experiences of early career teachers with a view to establishing levels of personal wellbeing and professional engagement and commitment. It is expected that the study will show that low levels of wellbeing and school climate factors are major contributors to the loss of early career teachers. This evidence will be invaluable to government and educational policymakers keen to sustain early career teachers' wellbeing and best support them to reduce attrition from the profession.

3. Monash University

DP0986413 Prof TL Seddon; Dr C Joseph; Dr A Devos; Dr LL Henriksson; Dr B Niemeyer

Approved Project Title The Teaching Occupation in Learning Societies: A global ethnography of occupational boundary work
2009 : $ 75,000

2010 : $ 75,000

2011 : $ 85,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Administering Organisation   Monash University

Project Summary

Education is a key instrument for governments and communities managing economic and social development. Yet the historical model of closed centralised national school and training systems cannot meet current government policy or community expectations in open global economies. This global ethnography contributes to knowledge about changes in teaching as an occupation; provides evidence about re-ordered relationships, cross-border demands and boundary work in teaching; suggests policy solutions to address occupational renewal and teacher workforce development; develops innovative global research methodologies and strategies; and consolidates expert global networks in education and human service work as a resource for Australian research.

STUDENTS
1. DP0986689 A/Prof AJ Martin

Approved Project Title The Millennium Child: New Frontiers in Understanding the Adaptability of Children and Young People
2009 : $ 120,000

2010 : $ 120,000

2011 : $ 100,000

2012 : $ 57,108

2013 : $ 50,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Administering Organisation   The University of Sydney

Project Summary

Australian children and young people experience changes and challenges at micro (eg. educational, psychological, social) and macro (eg. climate change, globalisation) levels. Successfully resolving these relies to a large degree on their ability to adapt. At a broader level, for Australia to compete and innovate on a global scale and to most profitably fulfil its educational, social, economic, and cultural potential, it is essential that it nurtures children and young people who can adapt to and for the challenges and opportunities of the 21st Century. The Millennium Child Project scopes and progresses the concept of adaptability and answers important and complex questions relevant to a nation's capacity to adapt and thrive.

LITERACY
1.
DP0986873 Prof P Reimann; Dr RA Calvo; Dr K Yacef

Approved Project Title Comprehensive support for collaborative writing: Visualising argument, text and process structures

2009 : $ 110,000

2010 : $ 80,000

2011 : $ 80,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

This project will provide benefits on a national level due to the importance of collaborative writing (CW) in business, government, and research. Most writing in professional contexts is, to some extent, accomplished collaboratively, but writing is taught almost exclusively individually. This research will yield a suite of integrated software tools to support all aspects of the CW team process, and the effectiveness of the main innovations will be empirically tested. This has the potential to contribute to the competitiveness of Australia's businesses and to the efficiency of its administrative systems. Further benefits include improved e-learning tools in the secondary and tertiary education sector, such as online team learning.

2. The University of South Australia

DP0987648 A/Prof PA Cormack; Prof WC Green; Prof AJ Patterson

Approved Project Title Teaching reading in Australia: An historical investigation of early reading pedagogy, the figure of the teacher and literacy education

2009 : $ 50,000

2010 : $ 30,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

This project will make a distinctive national and international contribution to reading pedagogy and literacy research by reconceptualising debates about the teacher of reading and establishing an historical foundation for the study of reading pedagogy in teacher education and professional development practices. Teacher education, already a site of national concern, will be reinvigorated by new insights and frameworks for training through access by teacher educators to the corpus of data on a website and through publications and conference presentations that will provide a new vision of the complex processes involved in teaching reading.

3. The University of South Australia

DP0986449 Prof BM Comber; A/Prof PA Cormack; A/Prof B Doecke; Dr A Kostogriz; Dr RJ Kerin; Dr DE Smith; Dr AI Griffith

Approved Project Title Mandated literacy assessment and the reorganisation of teachers' work
2009 : $ 62,000

2010 : $ 71,000

2011 : $ 40,000

Primary RFCD 3302 CURRICULUM STUDIES

Project Summary

The study will inform practitioners, teacher educators and educational policy-makers about the ways that teachers' work is being changed by the introduction of mandated standardised assessment and reporting processes. The research will provide insights into the ways in which teachers need to adapt standardised processes and policies to account for the varied student and community populations they serve. This is significant for educational policy as recent international studies of students' literacy performance suggest Australia is lagging in terms of equity for low SES students.

VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
1.
DP0986590 Dr LT Tran

Approved Project Title International Students in the Australian Vocational Education and Training (VET) Sector: Study Purposes, Learning Practices and Institutional Responses

2009 : $ 62,063

2010 : $ 77,923

2011 : $ 74,403

2012 : $ 61,443

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

APD Dr LT Tran

Project Summary

This research melds with the fundamental objectives of the Australian National Strategy for VET 2004-2010 which aims to increase vocational education and training exports and ensure Australian VET standards are more harmonized with international standards. The project will assist the development of policies and strategies that can address the complex needs of the international student population and the capacity of the VET sector to internationalise the curriculum. The project will also identify qualities and factors that are important for optimizing the competition of the VET sector in the global education industry which has become Australia's leading services export sector.

HISTORY
1.
The University of Melbourne

DP0987299 A/Prof JE McLeod; Dr KJ Wright

Approved Project Title Educating the Adolescent: An historical study of curriculum, counselling and citizenship in Australia 1930s -70s

2009 : $ 120,000

2010 : $ 110,000

2011 : $ 105,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

APD Dr KJ Wright

Project Summary

This project is a history of the education of Australian adolescents during the mid-twentieth century (1930s-70s). It investigates international and Australian practices and debates concerning how best to prepare adolescents for citizenship; and examines changing ideas about the 'good student', and the role of school curriculum and counselling services in shaping student values and wellbeing. Combining documentary and oral history research, it provides historical perspectives on these topical issues, which will benefit policy, teacher education and teaching practice. It will create an oral history archive for, and deepen community and professional knowledge of, an important period of Australian educational history.

LEADERSHIP
1.
Griffith University

DP0987051 Prof N Dempster; A/Prof AJ Lizzio; Dr JL Skinner; A/Prof DC Andrews; Dr MB Keeffe

Approved Project Title Understanding adolescent leadership for civic engagement in secondary schools and community groups

2009 : $ 60,000

2010 : $ 40,000

2011 : $ 40,000

Primary RFCD 3301 EDUCATION STUDIES

Project Summary

Using the 'research voice' of adolescents as an investigation technique, this project will develop new conceptual knowledge to inform youth-centric leadership interventions aimed at engaging young people in civic action in schools and community groups. The key benefit is the discovery of new understandings about youth leadership and its connection to enhanced civic engagement, both prerequisites for responsible citizenship in workplaces and the wider community.
RELIGION & RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

1. DP0986188 A/Prof I Gardner; A/Prof J BeDuhn; Mr P Dilley

Approved Project Title The digital restoration of the Dublin Kephalaia codex and its importance for the history of religions

2009 : $ 100,000

2010 : $ 80,000

2011 : $ 80,000

2012 : $ 100,000

Primary RFCD 4402 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

APD Mr P Dilley

Administering Organisation   The University of Sydney

Project Summary

This is a project at the forefront of the emerging use of digital technology to render legible manuscripts long regarded as unreadable. The unique fourth century codex, now housed at the Chester Beatty Library in Dublin Castle, has been known of since 1929. The latest developments in image enhancement, especially the pseudocolour technique, offer the first chance for an international team led from the University of Sydney to read and publish the text. Its contents record discussions about religion, human nature and the natural world held by sages from East and West at the court of the Persian king; and illuminate the dynamic cultural interchange between India and the Mediterranean world that characterised late antiquity.

2. DP0984795 A/Prof RT Boer

Approved Project Title The Criticism of Heaven and Earth

2009 : $ 45,000

2010 : $ 46,000

2011 : $ 47,000

Primary RFCD 4402 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

Administering Organisation   Monash University

Project Summary

Two issues have returned with vigour to public debate: the role of religion in secular society and the relation between theology and political theory. This project provides a much needed reference work that sets the current debates within a long and rich tradition. Apart from enabling us to avoid the mistakes of the past, it also brings to the fore forgotten solutions to such issues. Further, given the central role of many of these critics in a range of disciplines, the series will have repercussions across a wide range of discussions within Australia and abroad. Finally, it is a further step in international leadership emanating from Australia.

3. DP0988246 A/Prof S Akbarzadeh; Prof A Saeed; Dr KA Baxter

Approved Project Title Citizenship and belonging among Muslims in Australia and the United Kingdom

2009 : $ 87,000

2010 : $ 98,000

2011 : $ 108,000

2012 : $ 47,000

Primary RFCD 4402 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

Administering Organisation   The University of Melbourne

Project Summary

This project will explore how Muslims in Australia and the United Kingdom understand their relationship to the state. Utilizing publications and interviews with Muslim intellectuals active in the public domain this project will illuminate how modern Muslims respond to the issues of citizenship, identity and national belonging. These issues are of vital importance in a multicultural state. By exploring the spectrum of Muslim opinion, this project will foster a greater understanding of the challenges and opportunities generated by Muslim settlement in the West.

4. DP0985866 Dr RD Marcotte

Approved Project Title Soul Searching in the Islamic East: Self-knowledge and the Avicennan Legacy in the 13th Century Islamic East

2009 : $ 60,000

2010 : $ 45,000

2011 : $ 60,000

Primary RFCD 4402 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

Administering Organisation   The University of Queensland

Project Summary

By deepening our understanding of the philosophical tradition of the Islamic world, this project will 'enhance Australia's capacity to interpret and engage with its regional environment through a greater understanding of languages, societies and cultures' (Research priority 4: Understanding our region and the world), an understanding so much needed in Australia's increasingly pluralistic society. The pure research aspect of this project will attract attention to Australian based research in Medieval and studies and Arabic philosophy that is of international quality, contribute to the reputation of Australia's high quality research capability, and open new possibilities for international cooperation in the field

5. DP0988363 Dr GJ Fealy; Dr AP McIntyre

Approved Project Title The Origins and Development of Islamic Terrorist Behaviour in Indonesia

2009 : $ 114,000

2010 : $ 110,000

2011 : $ 100,000

Primary RFCD 4402 RELIGION AND RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

Administering Organisation   Australian National University

Project Summary

This project has relevance for scholars, policy-makers and the broader community in understanding the causes and dynamics of terrorism in Indonesia. It will advance the scholarly debate about terrorist motivations and the relative importance of international and local factors. Its findings will be of direct relevance for the government in helping shape counter-terrorism and foreign aid policies. Against a background of continuing high public and media interest in terrorism, this project will make available information and analysis which contribute to informed discussion. Finally, this study will help to enhance Australia's reputation for expertise on terrorism and Islamic radicalism in our region.
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