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FACULTY OF THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY

GUIDELINES FOR THE FACULTY RESEARCH STUDENT GRANT (FRSG) 2009
1.
PURPOSE OF THE GRANT
The Faculty of Theology and Philosophy has allocated funds in its 2009 budget to assist research students to progress their research.
2.
ADMINISTRATION OF THE GRANT
The Faculty Research Student Grant will be administered by the Office of the Dean, Faculty of Theology and Philosophy. Applications will be assessed by the Faculty Research Committee, chaired by the Associate Dean (Research).
3.
ELIGIBILITY FOR THE GRANT
Applications for funding are invited from Theology and Philosophy HDR students (PhD, MPhil); Bachelor of Theology (Honours) students; and Theology and Philosophy Masters students undertaking a thesis/project with a credit point value of at least 40 credit points. Students eligible to apply for such funds should normally be enrolled in the academic year in which the funds will be spent.

4.
LEVEL OF FUNDING

The Grant is competitive. Depending on the availability of funds successful applicants can be awarded up to $750 per year. 
Please note students must spend any funding allocated to them under this grant within the time specified, i.e. within the year funding is granted, or, if approved, for conference attendance in the first 3 months of the next year (if still an enrolled student). Applications for retrospective purchases or activities for preceding years will not be funded.
5.
ITEMS FOR WHICH FUNDS MAY BE REQUESTED INCLUDE:

· Presentation of a relevant paper/poster at a conference (full-time Honours students may attend one conference without the requirement of presenting a paper if approved by supervisor);

· Access to specialised libraries;

· Purchase of specialised computer software, databases, texts (including copies of dissertations) and equipment;

· Postage of questionnaires/survey instruments associated with the research;

· Expenses for the purpose of fieldwork;

· Other items that can be readily justified as directly associated with the research project.
All budget costs should be shown in AUD$.

Funding is not available for the purchase of computers, printers or stationery for individual students, since stationery and computer facilities for Honours and HDR students are provided on each campus of the University.  Funding is also not available for the costs associated with the production of a thesis.

Texts, databases, software and equipment approved for funding will be purchased by the University and will be retained by the University once the student’s candidature has concluded.  If funds are requested for the purchase of books, full bibliographic details need to be provided and the application should state whether the books are available through the services of the ACU library. If books are approved for purchase, the student will give book(s) to the library at the end of their candidature.  In the case of software, the University will own the license and the software will 
normally be installed on a computer in the Postgraduate Student Room on the appropriate campus. In the case of databases, the University will also own the license and the database will normally be installed through the library.
6.
SELECTION CRITERIA

 Selection is at the discretion of the Faculty Research Committee, chaired by the Associate Dean (Research). The committee will consider: the track record of the candidate; the relevance of the proposed activity for the research project of the candidate; and the Principal Supervisor comments. The Research Committee reserves the right to adjust any budget submissions. [NB. Applications relating to attendance at a conference are expected to present a paper and will be required to explain if, and how, the paper will be submitted for publication.]

7.
APPLICATION FORM

Guidelines for the Faculty Research Student Support Grant (FRSG) and application forms will be available via the Research page on the Faculty of Theology and Philosophy web page. (URL…)There are two rounds of applications each year.
The application form is to be completed by the research student and submitted to the Office of the Dean by the due date. Only applications that address all the sections of the form will be considered. Applications must be received by the Office of the Dean, at St Patrick’s Campus Melbourne no later than the last Friday in April and/or Friday 2 October 2009.

Late applications will not be considered.
All applicants will be advised of the outcome of their application within six weeks of the closing date for applications. Any queries regarding this matter may be directed to the Associate Dean Research.  

Associate Professor James McLaren

james.mclaren@acu.edu.au
03 9953 3129
8.
REPORTING

Recipients of the FRSG will be required to provide a one page report to the Faculty Research Committee by close of business on the last Friday of November in the year the grant is received. Submission of the report will be required in order for candidates to be eligible for future Research Student funding.
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FACULTY OF THEOLOGY AND PHILOSOPHY

Application for Research Student Grant
N.B.: Applications must be type written (12 point font size)

1. NAME:      

2. STUDENT ID: 

3. PROGRAM: (please ( appropriate box)

PhD           
MPhil  

MATL  

Credit points allocated to research project    




           BTh(Hons) 

4. SCHOOL:

Theology                Philosophy  

5. CAMPUS: 

6. TITLE OF THESIS/RESEARCH PROJECT: 

7. PRINCIPAL SUPERVISOR:

8. CO-SUPERVISOR :

9. ENROLMENT STATUS:    Full time  

Part time 

  

In what year did you start this degree?

                       ___________

 

What is the anticipated date for the submission of your thesis?          __________

10. PREVIOUS GRANTS AWARDED


Have you previously been awarded a FTP student grant?
Yes
     No 




If yes... Year(s) 

    
Amount(s)  



11. PURPOSES FOR WHICH FUNDS ARE REQUESTED:  

Tick the appropriate box and provide details:

    
 Conference attendance


Access to specialised libraries


Purchase of specialised computer software, databases

 
Purchase of specialised texts


Materials necessary for survey instruments (e.g. Postage, questionnaires)

Fieldwork

Other (please specify)

Provide details of what is being requested:

12. IF YOU ARE REQUESTING FUNDING FOR CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING:




Has an abstract /paper/poster been accepted for the conference?
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  Yes           [image: image3.jpg]


   No  




If yes, please provide a copy of the acceptance letter.

13. IF GRANTED, OUTLINE HOW THIS FUNDING WILL CONTRIBUTE TO THE OVERALL PROGRESS OF YOUR RESEARCH:     (No more than 100 words)

14. TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED (MAXIMUM OF $750 PER STUDENT PER CALENDAR YEAR    

$_______

15. DETAILED BUDGET:

(Please include itemised costs, justification of quantities and the source of quotes.  All budget items should be shown in AUD$ and given a priority.)


16. NOTE OF SUPPORT FROM PRINCIPAL SUPERVISOR:  (No more than 100 words)

NAME OF PRINCIPAL SUPERVISOR: ________________________________

Signature:
_______________________      

                                             Date ..../..../....

17. STUDENT DECLARATION:
1.  I have discussed this application with my Principal Supervisor.

2.  I declare that I am currently enrolled as a student at Australian Catholic University.
N.B. Any variation in enrolment status (including leave of absence or withdrawal) must be advised in writing to the Associate Dean (Research) within two weeks of the variation occurring.

3.  I understand and agree that, if awarded funding, it will be expended for the purpose stated in the application to the Faculty of Theology and Philosophy, Australian Catholic University.  If circumstances necessitate a change of purpose from that originally requested, this variation must be requested in writing to the Associate Dean (Research) prior to expenditure of the funds.

4. I agree to provide a one page report to the Research Committee by close of business on the last Friday of November in the year the grant is received stipulating how the funds assisted the progress of my research. 

SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT:




         ______________________________

            Date..../..../....

Please send completed applications to:

Faculty of Theology and Philosophy
Australian Catholic University
Locked Bag 4115

Fitzroy MDC

VIC 3065

APPLICATIONS FOR THE FIRST ROUND MUST BE RECEIVED BY THE LAST FRIDAY IN APRIL

APPLICATIONS FOR THE SECOND ROUND MUST BE RECEIVED BY FRIDAY 2 OCTOBER

LATE APPLICATIONS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED

Office Use Only

	Application Received:
	___  / ___  / ___
	
	Signatures
	Date

	Assessed by Research Standing Committee on:
	 ___ /  ___  / ___
	
	FFM:
	___  / ___  / ___

	Funds allocated:
	$
	
	ASSOCIATE DEAN RRT & P:
	___  / ___  / ___

	Student(s) advised on:
	 ___  / ___  / ___
	
	
	

	APPROVED / NOT APPROVED
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