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DIGEST OF SENATE MEETING

HELD ON 20 NOVEMBER 2003

AT MACKILLOP CAMPUS, NORTH SYDNEY

University Governance
Senate had discussion on the general issue of remuneration for members of University governing bodies, which is being argued externally.  Senate agreed that it would be impossible to remunerate its members for the true cost of their contributions to the University.  Furthermore, Senate considered the proposition was contrary to the spirit of the institution and to its Mission.  Accordingly, Senate resolved not to remunerate its members for attendance at meetings of Senate and its Committees.

AVCC
Senate noted that the Vice-Chancellor has been re-appointed to the Australian Vice-Chancellor’s Committee (AVCC) Board of Directors for a further two-year term.

Senate Self-Evaluation
Following its earlier endorsement of a proposal that Senate conduct a review of governance, and in light of the National Governance Protocols, Senate adopted a Self-Evaluation Questionnaire.  Responses to the questionnaire will be collated and analysed for inclusion in a report to the Chancellor and Vice-Chancellor.  It is intended to have an annual cycle of Senate self-evaluation for the purposes of accountability.
2004 Operating Budget
Senate adopted the 2004 Operating Budget.

Common Student Association Constitution
Senate adopted a revised Statute 9, retitled Student Associations, Election of Student Member of Senate and Other Student Organisations, which allow the creation of new campus-based Student Associations to replace the current campus-based Student Representative Councils.  The revised statute also provides for limited recognition of the Australian Catholic University National Student Association (ACUNSA), changes to the method of election for the student member of Senate and the introduction of a standard-form constitution for all Student Associations.  Consequential amendments were also made to Statute 1.1 and Statute 8.1.2(d).  The statutes will be amended on the inet site, in due course.
September Quarter Results
Senate received and noted the September quarter results.

Review of Regional Identity of Aquinas and Signadou Campuses
Senate received the report of the Review of the Regional Identity of Aquinas and Signadou Campuses and made a number of comments have been offered to inform the University’s consideration of the report.
New Appointment
Senate noted the appointment of Professor John O’Gorman, from Griffith University, who will commence at the beginning of February as the new Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Quality and Outreach).
Senate Elections 2004
Senate noted advice from the Executive Director, University Services that the term of office of four external Senators and all staff Senators will expire at the conclusion of the 2004 Annual General Meeting of Australian Catholic University Limited, scheduled for 28 May 2004.  An election process will be put in place in accordance with statutory requirements, in due course.
Record of Appreciation
Senate expressed appreciation to Professor Muredach Dynan for his extraordinary contributions, and for his loyalty, to the University and to the Catholic College of Education Sydney over many years.

Senate thanked the outgoing student Senator, Mr Ron Middleton, for his contributions and wished him well in his teaching career.

John Cameron

Executive Director, University Services
27 November 2003
