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DIGEST OF SENATE MEETING

HELD ON 25 MARCH 2004
AT MACKILLOP CAMPUS, NORTH SYDNEY

Welcome
Senate welcomed the new Pro-Vice-Chancellor (Quality and Outreach), Professor John O’Gorman, and Mr Francis Voon, the new student Senator, to their first meeting of Senate.

Postgraduate School of Legal Studies
Senate requested that a business case be developed by the Vice-Chancellor for the establishment of a postgraduate school of legal studies.

Strategic Direction
Senate endorsed an implementation plan for the final targets associated with the revised Strategic Plan 1999-2008.

Student Contribution Level
Senate resolved to set the Student Contribution Level of 2005 at the same level as the published HECS bands and to reserve its position for 2006 and beyond until a later date.  Senate noted this policy was consistent with the University’s strong commitment to equity and social justice.

Senate Elections 2004
Senate endorsed the nominations of Mr David O’Connor, AM and Ms Susan Pascoe for the election of external Senators. The election will be conducted at the Annual General Meeting of Australian Catholic University Limited on 28 May 2004.
Implementation of Ex Corde Ecclesiae at Australian Catholic University
Senate received a document, prepared by Professor Gabrielle McMullen, which comprehensively examined the compliance of ACU with the characteristics and responsibilities of a Catholic University identified in Ex Corde Ecclesiae.  Senate congratulated Professor McMullen for an excellent paper which reflects well on the University and on its commitment to pursuing its Catholic identity.  Senate also commended the Vice-Chancellor especially, and also the senior executive and staff for their vigorous and conscientious commitment to the expression of ACU’s Catholic identity.
2003 Statutory Accounts

Senate approved the 2003 Statutory Accounts and authorised presentation of the accounts to Members of the Company and to appropriate authorities.

Proposed Revision to Australian Catholic University Limited Constitution
Senate endorsed a revised Constitution of Australian Catholic University Limited to be forwarded to the Annual General Meeting for consideration and adoption.  The document has been prepared in accordance with the Commonwealth Corporations Act 2001 which provides for a single governing document, a Constitution.  The revised Constitution incorporates all relevant aspects of the existing governing documents, the Memorandum and Articles of Association.
Proposed Review of Rental for Sydney Campuses
Senate received advice of a proposal by the Archdiocese of Sydney to review the rental payments for the Sydney campuses.  Senate expressed serious concern at the financial and other implications for ACU that might result from the imposition of a market rent for the properties.  Management is negotiating with the Archdiocese on this matter.
Course Approvals
Senate approved the following new courses recommended by Academic Board:

Faculty of Arts and Sciences
Arising out of a review of the Master of Social Work:

· a fee-paying Postgraduate Certificate in Human Services at Signadou Campus, commencing Semester 1, 2004;


· a fee-paying Postgraduate Certificate in Human Services (Leadership) at Signadou Campus, commencing Semester 1, 2004;


· a fee-paying Postgraduate Certificate in Human Services (Child Welfare) at Signadou Campus, commencing Semester 1, 2004.

Arising out of a review of the Master of Information Systems:

· a fee-paying Graduate Diploma in Information Systems at MacKillop, McAuley at Banyo and St Patrick’s campuses commencing Semester 1, 2004;

· a fee-paying Postgraduate Certificate in Information Systems at MacKillop and McAuley at Banyo campuses commencing Semester 1, 2004;

· a fee-paying Postgraduate Diploma in Information Systems at MacKillop Campus commencing Semester 1, 2004;

· a fee-paying Master of Information Systems (Advanced) for introduction at MacKillop Campus commencing Semester 1, 2004.
A fee-paying Bachelor of Social Science (Justice Studies) at Signadou Campus commencing in semester 1, 2004.

A fee-paying Graduate Certificate in Catholic Studies at St Patrick’s Campus commencing in Semester 1, 2004.

Award of Honorary Title of Adjunct Professor
Senate awarded the honorary title of Adjunct Professor to the following persons for a period of three years to 16 February 2007:

Dr Michael Bezzina

Professor Rifaat Yassa Ebied

Dr Barbara Holland

Professor Shinro Kato

Dr Joan Elizabeth Barclay Lloyd

Amendments to Criteria for the Honorary Title of Adjunct Professor
Senate approved amendments to the criteria for the award of the honorary title of Adjunct Professor.  

Funding Raising by Victorian Chapter
Senate approved a proposal by the Victorian Chapter that a working party be established to progress fund raising for scholarships and bursaries for needy students at the two Victorian campuses.

Expression of Appreciation
Senate expressed its appreciation to the outgoing staff Senators, Associate Professor Philip Clarkson, Associate Professor Pamela Gibbons, Associate Professor Ruth Webber and Ms Carolyn Toonen for their valuable contributions during their term of office.

John Cameron

Executive Director, University Services
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