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1857
Good Samaritan Sisters

1864 > 1880
Sisters of Mercy, 
Geelong

1881 > 1908
St Aloysius Teachers Training College, 
Geelong

1886 > 1906
Loreto Training College for Teachers, 
Ballarat

1906 > 1924
Central Catholic Training College, 
Albert Park

1909 > 1957
Catholic Training College, 
Ascot Vale

1872 > 1896
Novitiate (Teacher Training), 
Melbourne & Geelong

1957 > 1974
Christian Brothers Teaching College,
Box Hill 

1957 > 1974
Mercy Teachers College, 
Ascot Vale

1946 > 1949
Marist Brothers, 
Camberwell

1967 > 1974
Christ College, 
Oakleigh (Archdiocese
of Melbourne)

1956 > 1967
O’Neill College, 
Elsternwick

1955 > 1967
Brigidine Training College, 
Malvern

1973 > 1974
Aquinas College,
Ballarat

1907 > 1909
Aquin College,
Ballarat

1884 > 1905
Dawson Street Teachers Training College,
Ballarat

1876 > 1883
St Joseph’s College,
Ballarat

1909 > 1972
Aquinas College,
Ballarat (also known as Sacred Heart Teachers College)

1975 > 1990
State College of Victoria
Institute of Catholic Education,
Aquinas, Mercy and Christ 
Campuses

1894 > 1912
Marist Brothers, 
Hunters Hill

1897 > 1908
Christian Brothers, 
Petersham

1908 > 1978
Mount Saint Mary College,
Strath� eld

1979 > 1981
Mount Saint Mary College 
of Education, 
Strath� eld

1907 > 1957
St Vincent’s Training College,
Potts Point, Bethania & Katoomba

1906 > 1968
St Scholastica’s Training College,
Glebe Point

1914 > 1933
De La Salle Brothers,
Cootamundra

1943 > 1970
De La Salle Training College,
Castle Hill

1969 > 1979
Good Samaritan 
Teachers College, Glebe Point

1913 > 1957
St Joseph’s Training School,
North Sydney

1884 > 1912
Sisters of St Joseph,
North Sydney

1928 > 1955
Dominican Training College,
Maitland

1956 > 1962
Dominican Training College,
Wahroonga

1955 > 1975
Catherine McAuley College of Teacher Education at 
All Hallows Sisters of Mercy Convent, 
Brisbane City

1976 > 1984
McAuley College of
Teacher Education,
Dutton Park

1971 > 1981
Xavier Teachers College,
Brisbane 

1985 > 1990
McAuley College of 
Teacher Education,
Mitchelton

1963 > 1990
Signadou Dominican 
College of Education

1957 > 1968
St Vincent’s Training College,
Wahroonga & Potts Point

1931 > 1943
Marist Brothers,
Mittagong

1951 > 1957
Marist Brothers,
Drummoyne

1958 > 1981
Catholic Teachers College,
North Sydney (Archdiocese of Sydney)

1958 > 1969
Champagnat College,
Dundas

1867 > 1928
Dominican Sisters Training College,
Maitland

1970 > 1979
Catholic College
of Education,
Castle Hill, Dundas

1980 > 1982
Polding College,
Castle Hill & 
Glebe Point

1982 > 1990
Catholic College of 
Education,
Sydney, Castle Hil, 
MacKillop and Mount 
Saint Mary Campuses

Australian Catholic University was founded 
in 1991 through the amalgamation of the 
Catholic College of Education (NSW), the 
Institute of Catholic Education (VIC), McAuley 
College (QLD) and Signadou College of 
Education (ACT).

The history of Catholic higher education in 
Australia extends back to the mid-1800s 
when religious Orders began preparing 
teachers, and later nurses, for Catholic 
institutions. 

Australian Catholic University is indebted 
to the religious Orders for their important 
initial and ongoing support. They represent 
the Catholic tradition which continues to be 
embodied in the University’s Mission and 
teachings.

Three national faculties - Arts and Sciences, Education 
and Health Sciences - created across campuses in 
Brisbane (QLD), North Sydney, Strath� eld and Castle 
Hill (NSW), Canberra (ACT), and Oakleigh, Ascot Vale 
and Ballarat (VIC).

La Salle House added to North Sydney (MacKillop) 
Campus. 

Brisbane (McAuley) Campus moves from 
Mitchelton to Banyo

Launch of the Faculty of Theology and Philosophy

Launch of the Faculty of Business

Blackfriars site added to Canberra (Signadou) Campus

St Vincent de Paul’s Loreto Nursing Home site added 
to Strath� eld (Mount Saint Mary) Campus and named 
the Edward Clancy Building.

ACU has more than 20,00 students and is growing 
according to acomprehensive Enrolment Plan. The 
University operates at the followingcampuses:

Brisbane (McAuley at Banyo)
North Sydney (MacKillop)
Strath� eld (Mount Saint Mary)
Canberra (Signadou)
Ballarat (Aquinas)
Melbourne (St Patrick’s)

Castle Hill Campus closes, with functions 
transferred to Strath� eld (Mount Saint Mary) and 
North Sydney (MacKillop).

Oakleigh (Christ) and Ascot Vale (Mercy) Campuses 
close to relocate to Fitzroy to create Melbourne (St 
Patrick’s) Campus, incorporating historic Central Hall
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THE EMERGENCE OF
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY

Brisbane

Christian Brothers

Catherine McAuley College of Teacher Education at Catherine McAuley College of Teacher Education at Catherine McAuley College of Teacher Education at 
All Hallows Sisters of Mercy Convent, All Hallows Sisters of Mercy Convent, 
Catherine McAuley College of Teacher Education at 
All Hallows Sisters of Mercy Convent, 
Catherine McAuley College of Teacher Education at Catherine McAuley College of Teacher Education at 
All Hallows Sisters of Mercy Convent, 
Catherine McAuley College of Teacher Education at 

Brisbane City
All Hallows Sisters of Mercy Convent, 
Brisbane City
All Hallows Sisters of Mercy Convent, Teacher Education,Teacher Education,

Dutton Park

1971 > 19811971 > 1981
Xavier Teachers College,

Teacher Education,Teacher Education,
Mitchelton

Sisters of Charity
1907 > 19571907 > 1957

St Vincent’s Training College,St Vincent’s Training College,

Dominican Training College,Dominican Training College,
MaitlandMaitland

Dominican Training College,Dominican Training College,
Wahroonga

1957 > 19681957 > 1968
St Vincent’s Training College,St Vincent’s Training College,

Dominican Sisters Training College,Dominican Sisters Training College,Dominican Sisters Training College,
MaitlandMaitland

Dominican Sisters
1928 > 1955

Dominican Training College,Dominican Training College,
1956 > 19621956 > 1962

Dominican Training College,Dominican Training College,

Signadou Dominican Signadou Dominican 
College of EducationCollege of Education

1867 > 19281867 > 1928
Dominican Sisters Training College,Dominican Sisters Training College,Dominican Sisters Training College,

Dominican Sisters

Brisbane 

1963 > 19901963 > 1990
Signadou Dominican Signadou Dominican 

Sisters of Charity

Good Samaritan Sisters
1857

Good Samaritan SistersGood Samaritan Sisters

St Vincent’s Training College,St Vincent’s Training College,
Potts Point, Bethania & KatoombaPotts Point, Bethania & Katoomba

1906 > 19681906 > 1968
St Scholastica’s Training College,St Scholastica’s Training College,

1969 > 19791969 > 1979
Good Samaritan Good Samaritan 

St Vincent’s Training College,St Vincent’s Training College,
Wahroonga & Potts PointWahroonga & Potts Point

1980 > 1982
Polding College,

1982 > 1990
Catholic College of Catholic College of 
Education,
Sydney, Castle Hil, 
MacKillop and Mount 
Saint Mary Campuses

De La Salle Brothers

Good Samaritan Sisters St Scholastica’s Training College,St Scholastica’s Training College,
Glebe Point

1914 > 19331914 > 1933
De La Salle Brothers,De La Salle Brothers,

1943 > 19701943 > 1970
De La Salle Training College,De La Salle Training College,

Teachers College, Teachers College, Glebe Point

1970 > 1979
Catholic College

Polding College,
Castle Hill & 
Glebe Point

De La Salle Brothers

Marist Brothers
1894 > 19121894 > 1912

Marist Brothers, Marist Brothers, 

De La Salle Brothers,De La Salle Brothers,
Cootamundra

De La Salle Training College,De La Salle Training College,
Castle Hill

1931 > 19431931 > 1943
Marist Brothers,

1951 > 19571951 > 1957
Marist Brothers,

1958 > 1969
Champagnat College,

Catholic College
of Education,
Castle Hill, Dundas

Christan Brothers

Marist Brothers Marist Brothers, Marist Brothers, 
Hunters Hill

1897 > 19081897 > 1908
Christian Brothers, Christian Brothers, 

1908 > 19781908 > 1978
Mount Saint Mary College,Mount Saint Mary College,

1979 > 19811979 > 1981
Mount Saint Mary College Mount Saint Mary College 

Marist Brothers,
Mittagong

Marist Brothers,
Drummoyne

Champagnat College,
Dundas

Christan Brothers

Sisters of St Joseph

Christian Brothers, Christian Brothers, 
PetershamPetersham

Mount Saint Mary College,Mount Saint Mary College,
Strath� eldStrath� eld

Mount Saint Mary College Mount Saint Mary College 
of Education, of Education, 
Strath� eldStrath� eld

1913 > 19571913 > 1957
St Joseph’s Training School,St Joseph’s Training School,

1884 > 19121884 > 1912
Sisters of St Joseph,Sisters of St Joseph,

1958 > 1981
Catholic Teachers College,Catholic Teachers College,

Loreto Sisters

Marist Brothers

1886 > 19061886 > 1906
Loreto Training College for Teachers, Loreto Training College for Teachers, 

1906 > 19241906 > 1924
Central Catholic Training College, Central Catholic Training College, 

Marist Brothers, 
Camberwell

Sisters of Mercy, 1864 > 18801864 > 1880
Sisters of Mercy, Sisters of Mercy, 

1881 > 19081881 > 1908
St Aloysius Teachers Training College, St Aloysius Teachers Training College, 

Loreto Training College for Teachers, Loreto Training College for Teachers, 
Ballarat

Central Catholic Training College, Central Catholic Training College, 
Albert Park

1909 > 1957
Catholic Training College, Catholic Training College, 

1957 > 19741957 > 1974
Mercy Teachers College, Mercy Teachers College, 

1975 > 1990
State College of VictoriaMelbourne

Presentation Sisters

Sisters of Mercy, Sisters of Mercy, 
Geelong

St Aloysius Teachers Training College, St Aloysius Teachers Training College, 
Geelong

Catholic Training College, Catholic Training College, 
Ascot ValeAscot Vale

Mercy Teachers College, Mercy Teachers College, 
Ascot Vale

1967 > 1974
Christ College, 

1956 > 19671956 > 1967
O’Neill College, O’Neill College, 

State College of Victoria
Institute of Catholic Education,
Aquinas, Mercy and Christ 
Campuses

Sisters of Mercy, Sisters of Mercy, St Aloysius Teachers Training College, St Aloysius Teachers Training College, Catholic Training College, Catholic Training College, Mercy Teachers College, Mercy Teachers College, State College of Victoria

Brigidine Sisters

Presentation Sisters Christ College, 
Oakleigh (Archdiocese
of Melbourne)

O’Neill College, O’Neill College, 
Elsternwick

1955 > 19671955 > 1967
Brigidine Training College, Brigidine Training College, 

Sisters of Mercy,

Brigidine Sisters Brigidine Training College, Brigidine Training College, 
Malvern

1973 > 19741973 > 1974
Aquinas College,Aquinas College,

1907 > 19091907 > 1909
Aquin College,

1884 > 19051884 > 1905
Dawson Street Teachers Training College,Dawson Street Teachers Training College,Dawson Street Teachers Training College,

1876 > 18831876 > 1883
St Joseph’s College,St Joseph’s College,

1909 > 19721909 > 1972
Aquinas College,Aquinas College,

Ballarat

Christian Brothers
1872 > 18961872 > 1896

Novitiate (Teacher Training), Novitiate (Teacher Training), 
1957 > 19741957 > 1974

Christian Brothers Teaching College,Christian Brothers Teaching College,

Aquinas College,Aquinas College,
BallaratBallarat

Aquin College,
Ballarat

Dawson Street Teachers Training College,Dawson Street Teachers Training College,Dawson Street Teachers Training College,
Ballarat

St Joseph’s College,St Joseph’s College,
Ballarat

Aquinas College,Aquinas College,
Ballarat (also known as Sacred Heart Teachers College)Ballarat (also known as Sacred Heart Teachers College)Ballarat (also known as Sacred Heart Teachers College)

Marist Brothers

Sisters of St Joseph

1946 > 19491946 > 1949
Marist Brothers, 

St Joseph’s Training School,St Joseph’s Training School,
North Sydney

Sisters of St Joseph,Sisters of St Joseph,
North Sydney

Catholic Teachers College,Catholic Teachers College,
North Sydney (Archdiocese of Sydney)North Sydney (Archdiocese of Sydney)North Sydney (Archdiocese of Sydney)

Polding College, Catholic College of 
1980 > 1982

Polding College,
1982 > 1990

Catholic College of Polding College, Catholic College of 
Education,
Sydney, Castle Hil, 
MacKillop and Mount 
Saint Mary Campuses

Mount Saint Mary College 

Catholic College of 
1982 > 1990

Catholic College of Catholic College of 

Sydney, Castle Hil, 
MacKillop and Mount 
Saint Mary Campuses

Catholic College
1970 > 1979

Catholic CollegeCatholic College

Castle Hill, Dundas

1967 > 1974
Aquinas, Mercy and Christ 
Campuses

Oakleigh (Archdiocese


